The Faith of Jesus

Revelation 14412 Here is the Patience of the saints: here are thcg that keeP the
commandments of Gocl, and the faith of Jesus.

A Brief Look at Faith:
Hebrews 11:1 Now faith is the substance [assurance] of tlﬂings I’\oped For) the evidence [proof] of

tlﬁings not seen.

In other words, faith makes things that haven’t happened and that you can'’t see, real.
There are six principle ideas connected with faith in the Bible:
1) Faith is connected with God’s Word, believing in what He says.

2) Faith is connected with hope as seen in Hebrews 11:1. Faith makes what you hope for in the future real
now.

3) Faith does not just happen in your head, it is actively responding to God. It is not static but active.
4) Faith makes the invisible visible.
5) Faith makes the impossible possible. With God all things are possible.
6) Faith is always rewarded.
Let’s take a closer look at these six ideas.

1) Faith is connected with God’s Word. As you look at the heroes of faith in Hebrews 11, you find that with many
God actually spoke directly with them, and they, in expression of their faith, acted on their belief. Take Noah for
example. God told him it was going to rain, and Noah believed Him though he had never seen rain. God told
Abraham to leave his country and he obeyed, not knowing where he was going.

Isaiah 55:10, 11 For as the rain cometh down, and the snow from hcavcnj and returneth not
thither, but watereth the earth, and maketh it bring forth and bud, that it may give seed to
the sower, and bread to the eater: 1) So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth:
it shall not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that which | Please, and it shall
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.

Romans 10:17 So then faith cometh bg I’xearing, and hearing bg the word of God.

2) Faith is connected with hope. By faith we wait for the reward for which we hope.
Romans 8:24 For we are saved bg hope: but hope that is seen is not hoPe: for what a man
seeth, why doth he 3et hoPe for?

3) Faith is active.
James 2:17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone.

Notice the heroes of faith mentioned in Hebrews 11 were all actively doing something.
« By faith Enoch pleased God
« By faith Abel offered
« By faith Noah built
- By faith Abraham left
. By faith Abraham offered Isaac
- By faith Moses chose affliction
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- By faith Israel compassed Jericho
- By faith Rahab received the spies
4) Faith makes the invisible, visible.
Hebrews .27 155 faith he [Moses] forsook Egypt, not Fearing the wrath of the king: for he

endurecl) as seeing Him who is invisible.

John 20:29 Jesus saith unto himJ ThomasJ because thou hast seen me, thou hast believed:

blessed are theg that have not seen, and yet have believed (same word as faith).

Some say seeing is believing but the Bible teaches that believing is seeing.

5) Faith makes the impossible possible.
Matthew 19:26 But Jesus beheld them, and said unto them, With men this is imPossiHe; but
with God all things are Possible.

Matthew 17:20 And Jesus said unto them, Because of your unbelief: for verilg ] say unto you,
if ye have faith as a grain of mustard seed, ye shall say unto this mountain, Remove hence to

yonder Place; and it shall remove; and nothing shall be impossible unto you.
PhiliPPians 4131 can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.

6) Faith is always rewarded.
Speaking of Moses:
Hebrews 11:26 Esteeming the rcProacI'] of Christ greater riches than the treasures in Eggpt:

{:or hc had resl:)cct unto thc rccompcnce oxc the reward.

Noah’s reward? His life was saved. Abraham’s reward? Fatherhood.

Faith Defined by Webster:
Consider this one definition of faith in the 1828 Noah Webster’s Dictionary.

4. Evangelical, justifying, or saving faith, is the assent of the mind to the truth of divine revelation, on the
authority of God's testimony, accompanied with a cordial assent of the will or approbation of the heart; an
entire confidence or trust in God's character and declarations, and in the character and doctrines of
Christ, with an unreserved surrender of the will to His guidance, and dependence on His merits for
salvation. In other words, that firm belief of God's testimony, and of the truth of the gospel, which
influences the will, and leads to an entire reliance on Christ for salvation.

A closer look at Webster’s definition:

- the assent of the mind to the truth of divine revelation, on the authority of God's testimony;
(having arrived at the conclusion that the source can be implicitly trusted)

- accompanied with a cordial assent of the will or approbation of the heart;
(gladly willing to lay hold of revealed truth)

- an entire confidence or trust in God's character and declarations;
(willing to risk all for a trustworthy God)

- with an unreserved surrender of the will to His guidance;
(completely willing to follow His direction and His principles)

- dependence on His merits for salvation;
(entire reliance on Christ for salvation)

- In other words, that firm belief of God's testimony, and of the truth of the gospel, which influences the
will and leads to an entire reliance on Christ for salvation.
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Christ’s Exyerience#

What is the “Faith of Jesus?”
Before we take a look at Christ’s experience of faith, let’s take a moment to consider Cyrus, King of Persia.

How would you feel if someone showed you that you were named in the Bible and that 150 years or so prior to
your birth it recorded your performing some apparently impossible, history-altering feat? Such was the case of
Cyrus. It was foretold by the prophet Isaiah that Cyrus would decree the rebuilding of the temple by the Jews who
were in captivity to Babylon, and that he would subdue the seemingly unconquerable stronghold of Babylon by
drying up the river that flowed under the impregnable double-walls. Let’s put ourselves in Cyrus’s place. What
would be your response? Would you at first be tempted to think that it was simply incredible, something not to
believe? Once convinced of the startling fact that it was speaking of you, and realizing what an incredible
responsibility rests on you, would you then shrink from that awful sense of responsibility? After contemplating the
pros and cons, humbly accepting the huge responsibility, would you then consider your weakness and seriously
doubt your ability to accomplish such a feat?

By comparison, imagine, if you can, Christ’s experience. Having studied the Scriptures and attended the first
passover, where He observed the temple sacrifice, He was faced with the awakening that He was no ordinary
human but that He was God! He discovered His foretold mission and His responsibility to alter the destiny of
humanity such that He would impact every soul on earth! Might He have wondered how He could fulfill such a
destiny? Have we ever really considered the faith that it took for a tender child of 12 to grasp, much less shoulder
such responsibility?

As He experienced rejection and persecution even from an early age, might He have been tempted to draw back
from His mission and let those who persecuted Him reap what they had sown? Have we ever seriously
contemplated the possible temptations of Christ as He grew in the knowledge of His destiny as Saviour of the
world?

As a child Christ grew in knowledge and understanding as any child grows.

“The powers of mind and body developed gradually, in keeping with the laws of childhood.”
DA 68

“Every child may gain knowledge as Jesus did.” DA 70

“Of the bitterness that falls to the lot of humanity, there was no part which Christ did not
taste.” DA 88

When He was at the required age, He accompanied His parents to Jerusalem for the Passover. It was not until
then that He began to see His mission as had been foretold in the sacrificial system given to the Hebrew nation.

“For the first time the child Jesus looked upon the temple. He saw the white-robed priests
performing their solemn ministry. He beheld the bleeding victim upon the altar of sacrifice.
With the worshipers He bowed in prayer, while the cloud of incense ascended before God.
He witnessed the impressive rites of the paschal service. Day by day He saw their meaning
more clearly. Every act seemed to be bound up with His own life. New impulses were
awakening within Him. Silent and absorbed, He seemed to be studying out a great problem.
The mystery of His mission was opening to the Saviour.” DA 78.1
How did He obtain a faith that placed “entire confidence” in the evidences given Him regarding His mission as
Saviour of the world? What was His faith based on? On the Word of God. What Word? The Old Testament
Scriptures was the only Word of God then existing. And what did He find in those Scriptures? The love of God;

such a love as to draw Him into an abiding, trusting communion that resulted in an unreserved surrender to the
will of His Father.
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Let’s revisit part of Webster’s definition of faith. Was this not Christ’s experience?
« the assent of the mind to the truth of divine revelation, on the authority of God's testimony,
- accompanied with a cordial assent of the will or approbation of the heart;
- an entire confidence or trust in God's character and declarations,
- with an unreserved surrender of the will to His guidance,

We often take Christ’s experience of faith for granted. Christ discovered in His prayerful contemplation of God’s
character as revealed in the Old Testament, that unselfish love reigns as the supreme governing principle in the
heart of His Father and all who would reflect His character. He apprehended that if He were to allow Himself to be
used to reveal such a love, lifted up on the cross for all to see, He would engage the greatest power in the
universe for all who would embrace this love and exercise His faith, the faith of Jesus.

Christ was baptized by John the Baptist just before He started His public ministry. It was then that the Holy Spirit
descended on Him in the form of a dove and He heard His Father’s voice saying,

« Thisis my beloved Son in whom 1 am well P[easecl.” Matthew 317
Christ is driven into the wilderness to fast and pray for strength to accomplish His mission, and again, it is on the
Word of God that He must rely as Satan takes opportunity to tempt Him. “Are you really the Son of God?” “What

makes you think that you are the One of whom the Scriptures speak?” “Isn’t that a bit presumptuous?” “Would
God really treat His Son like this?” “If you are His Son, prove it. Exercise your power.”

It had been revealed to Christ that He was the promised Messiah by both, the written and audible word of God.
Satan certainly would not miss this opportunity to tempt Christ to doubt God’s Word.
“If Christ’s confidence in God could be shaken, Satan knew that the victory in the whole
controversy would be his.” If “Christ would lose faith in His Father,...the plan of salvation
would have been broken.” DA 119

“The words from heaven, ‘This is My beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased’ (Matthew
3:17), were still sounding in the ears of Satan. But he was determined to make Christ
disbelieve this testimony. The Word of God was Christ's assurance of His divine mission. He
had come to live as a man among men, and it was the Word that declared His connection
with heaven. It was Satan's purpose to cause Him to doubt that Word.” DA 119

It was faith in selfless love, the core character of His Father as portrayed in the Word of God, that enabled Christ
to be a victor over the temptations of Satan.

How did Christ’s faith relate to His keeping the commandments?

By the compelling power of faith and love as a result of meditating on the Word of God and being convinced of
His Father’s heart of love, Christ was able to please the Father and keep His commandments.

John 8:29 And He that sent me is with me: the Father hath not left me alonc; for 1 do alwags
those things that Plcase Him.
Love is the motivating factor that enables the keeping of the commandments.

John 1415 !Fye love me, keeP my commandments.

John 15:10 It ye keeP my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as | have kePt my

Father’s commandments, and abide in His love.

Convinced of His Father’s love, Jesus patterned His life according to what He witnessed of His Father’s deeds.
When tempted as we are, He exercised the same faith available to us, empowering Him to keep His
commandments.
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John 5:19 Then answered Jesus and said unto them, Verilg, Verilg, I'say unto you, The Son
can do nothing of Himsel?, but what He seeth the Father do: for what things soever He
doeth) these also doeth the Son likewise.

What is the relationship between Christ’s faith and His patience?

Patience: Strongs 5281. udpomonh/ hupomone, hoop-om-on-ay’; from 5278; cheerful (or hopeful)
endurance, constancy: — enduring, patience, patient continuance (waiting).

His abiding, enduring relationship with His Father, faith in His Word, love for His Father’s character, and love of
His brethren, inspired Christ to embrace His destiny and make a full commitment, a full surrender to His mission
of saving man from the power of sin.

Hebrews 12:2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our Faith; who for thejoy that
was set before Him endured the cross, desl:)ising the shame, and is set down at the rig]ﬂt
hand of the throne of God.

Luke 9:51 And it came to pass, when the time was come that He should be received up, He
stchastlg set His face to goto Jcrusalcm)
SET: Strongs 4741. sthrizzw sterizo, stay-rid-zo; from a presumed derivative of 2476 (like 4731); to set

fast, i.e. (literally) to turn resolutely in a certain direction, or (figuratively) to confirm: — fix, (e-)stablish,
stedfastly set, strengthen.

Though His flesh revulsed at the thought of being sacrificed, of the suffering of guilt, and of the separation from
His Father, He was 100% committed to trusting His Father’s judgment and will, even in the face of supreme
suffering.

Matthew 26:39 And He went a little Furtlﬁer, and fell on His Face, and Praged, saging, O my
Father, if it be Possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as I will, but as thou wilt.
Did Christ exercise faith on the cross in the midst of superhuman suffering? Did faith in love, and in the Father of
love, waiver when He could no longer feel His abiding presence?
Matthew 2746 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saging, Eli, Eli, lama
sabachthani? that is to say, Mg God, my Gocl, whg hast thou forsaken me?

Though Christ could not see or feel His Father’s presence, God was there and heard Him.
Hebrew 5:7 Who in the days of His flesh, when He had offered up prayers and suPPIications
with strong crying and tears unto Him that was able to save Him from death, and was heard in
that He Fearecl;

Psalm 18:6 In my distress | called upon the LORD, and cried unto my God: He heard my voice
out of His temPle, and my cry came before Him, even into His ears. 7) Then the earth shook
and trcmbled; the foundations also of the hills moved and were shaken) because He was
wroth. 8) Tlﬁere went up a smoke out of His nostrils, and fire out of His mouth devoured:
coals were kindled bg it. 9) He bowed the heavens also, and came down: and darkness was
under His feet. 10) And He rode upon a cherub, and did ﬂy: yea, He did ﬂg upon the wings of
the wind. 1) He made darkness His secret Place; His Pavilion round about Him were dark
waters and thick clouds of the skies.

Christ, like Job, had come to the place where through faith He had implicit trust in His Father.
Job 1%:15 Though He slag me, get will I trust in Him:
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Luke 23:46 And when Jesus had cried with a loud voice, He said, I:ather, into thy hands 1
commend my spirit: and having said thus, He gave up the g]ﬂost.

Our Experience-’

We have examined the “faith of Jesus” as a result of discovering and embracing the depth of His Father’s love.
We've contemplated His discovering and accepting, by faith, that only He could reveal the fullness of that love.
We’ve considered that due to His faith in that love, He believed that it would triumph in the salvation of man.
We’ve shown how that faith produced such an abiding relationship that He did only that which pleased His Father
and kept His commandments. We've seen how that faith and love produced an unreserved surrender and
commitment to the selfless sacrifice for humanity. We’ve explored His stedfastness, His patient endurance to the
point of death.

Revelation tells us that the saints that go through the final crises keep the faith of Jesus. How can we experience
that faith? Is it essential to our salvation?

Revelation 14212 Here is the Patience of the saints: here are theg that keep the
commandments of Gocl, and the faith of Jesus.

What is the “faith of Jesus?”

"The faith of Jesus." It is talked of, but not understood. What constitutes the faith of Jesus,
that belongs to the third angel's message? Jesus becoming our sin-bearer that He might
become our sin-pardoning Saviour. He was treated as we deserve to be treated. He came to
our world and took our sins that we might take His righteousness. Faith in the ability of
Christ to save us amply and fully and entirely is the faith of Jesus.” 3SM 172.3
“Faith in the ability of Christ to save us amply and fully and entirely is the faith of Jesus.” What does that mean to
you? Does it mean you can be saved in your sins or from all sin?
Jude 24 Now unto Him that is able to keeP you from Fa”ing and to Present you faultless
before the presence of His glorg with exceeciingjog.

He is faithful to not only cleanse from some sins, but from all unrighteousness.
1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful andjust to Forgive us our sins, and to cleanse

us From a” unrighteousness.

Faith in the promises of God will have its effect in our lives.
2 Peter 1:4 threbg are gjven unto us cxcecc]ing great and Precious Promiscs: that by these
ye might be Partakers of the divine nature, l'laving cscaPecl the corruPtion that is in the world
through lust.

Isaiah 55:11 So shall my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth: it shall not return unto me
void, but it shall accomPIish that which | Please, and it shall prosper in the ’c]’ﬁng whereto |

sent it.

What is the difference between faith in Jesus and the faith of Jesus? Do we need both? There is a distinct
difference. Faith in Christ connotes who you trust, while faith of Christ connotes sharing His faith. Christ had faith
in the One whose Word revealed His character of selfless love, wherein resided the power to save us amply, fully
and entirely. He also shared the faith of His Father, who believed that such a love could and would conquer sin.

Christ’s belief in the character of His Father’s love expressed the fullness of Webster’s description of faith: the
assent of the mind to truth, the assent of the will, entire confidence, and unreserved surrender to and belief in that
divine love.
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“Love is the agency through which God works to draw the heart to Him. It is the power by
which He expels sin from the soul. In every department of life this principle must be the
controlling power. In every enterprise of mercy this alone can give efficiency; the finite must
unite with the infinite; and "God is love." RH, June 27, 1893 par. 9
What is the relationship between our experiencing the “faith of Jesus” and our keeping the
commandments of God?

As Christ came to love and trust His Father, the fruits of such faith were produced and He was found doing always
those things that pleased Him, keeping His commandments.

As our faith and love for God grows, we too will be found always those things that pleased Him, keeping His
commandments.

John 1415 hcye love me, keep my commandments.

John 15:10 If ye keeP my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; even as | have kePt my

Father’s commandments, and abide in His love.

Hebrews 11:6 But without faith it is imPossible to Please Him: for he that cometh to God must
believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of them that cmigentlg seek Him.

Inherent in every law is the principle of cause and effect and it is no different with the “law of faith.”

Romans %:27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? of works? Nay: but by the
law of faith.

The law of faith produces effects and those effects are called works.
James 2:17 Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone. 18) Yea, a man may say,
Thou hast taith, and I have works: shew me thg faith without thg works, and I will shew thee
my faith by my works.

“Genuine faith will be manifested in good works; for good works are the fruits of faith. As
God works in the heart, and man surrenders his will to God, and cooperates with God, he
works out in the life what God works in by the Holy Spirit, and there is harmony between the
purpose of the heart and the practice of the life. Every sin must be renounced as the hateful
thing that crucified the Lord of life and glory, and the believer must have a progressive
experience by continually doing the works of Christ. It is by continual surrender of the will,
by continual obedience, that the blessing of justification is retained.” 1SM 397.1

The works produced by the law of faith are wrought by love.

Galatians 5:6 For in Jesus Christ neither circumcision availeth any thing, nor uncircumcision;

but faith which worketh ]39 love.
John 14:15 it ye love me, keep my commandments.

What is the relationship between the “faith of Jesus” and the “patience of the saints?”

Above we learned that patience and endurance are the same thing. How will the saints endure unto the end?
James 1:2 My brethren) count it a”jog when ye fall into divers temptations; 3) Knowing this,
that the trging of your faith worketh Patience. 4) But let Patience have her Pencect work)
that ye may be Pencect and entire, wanting notl'ling.
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| Peter 17 That the trial of your xcai’ch, being much more Precious than of golcl that Perisheth,
thouglﬂ it be tried with fire, might be found unto Praise and honour and glorg at the
appearing of Jesus Christ:

Matthew 24135 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.
| Peter 1:9 Receiving, the end oﬂjour faith, even the salvation of your souls.

Is a servant greater than his master? If we hope to exercise the faith of Jesus can we exercise it any differently
than Christ? Must we not also gain a knowledge of the selfless love of God in order to fully trust the principle of
love? Only then can we render unreserved surrender of the will to His guidance, embracing our sonship through
Christ, that the Father may say of us as well, “This is my beloved son in whom | am well pleased.”

“As Christ bowed upon Jordan’s banks after His baptism, there was a bright light that
descended like a dove of burnished gold and lighted upon Him, and from heaven was heard
a voice saying, ‘This is my beloved Son, in whom | am well pleased.” We read over these
words, but do not take in their significance. We do not seem to understand their value to us.
They are stating to you that you are accepted in the Beloved. Christ with His long human
arm encircles the fallen race, while with His divine arm He grasps the throne of the
Almighty, thus uniting earth with heaven, and fallen, finite human beings with the Infinite
God. And this earth, which was divorced from heaven, is again united with heaven. A
communication is opened with heaven through Jesus Christ [so] that the human race, which
was fallen, is brought back again into favor with God. Here Jesus passed into the wilderness
of temptation, and trial is brought to bear upon Him one hundred times more trying than
that brought upon Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.” CTr 211.2

“Christ's prayer on the banks of the Jordan includes everyone who will believe in Him. The
promise that you are accepted in the Beloved comes to you. God said, ‘This is my beloved
Son, in whom | am well pleased.’ . . . Christ has cleaved the way for you to the throne of the
infinite God.” TMK 31.5
As Satan will no doubt tempt us to deny that we are accepted in the beloved and are sons of God, will we have
the faith of Jesus to simply say....It is written....?

Are we so profoundly in love with Love, as revealed by the Father, Christ and their Word, that we no longer
manifest anything but the faith of Jesus, that unselfish love flows out from us always toward friend and enemy, kin
and stranger alike as we follow Christ’s obedient, abiding example of unbroken communion with God? In our
wilderness of temptation, in our weakest condition, will we also refuse to doubt who we are? Will we manifest the
faith of Jesus in good times and hard times, passing through life’s darkest hour yet bearing our cross with faith,
having been quickened by His Spirit of selfless love. Will we manifest the faith that saves “amply and fully and
entirely” from the power of sin, that others might also look and live?

Can we with the “faith of Jesus” say,
I can do all things through Christ which strcngthene’ch me. PhiliPPians 415

For the which cause I also suffer these tlﬂings: nevertheless | am not ashamed: for 1 know
whom I have believecl, and am Persuaclecl that He is able to keep that which 1 have committed
unto Him against that day‘ 2 Timothg 112
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Do we have the faith to fulfill the desire of Christ that we take up His cross and follow Him?
PhiliPPEans 2:1 if there be therefore any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if any
?e”owship of the Spirit, if any bowels and mercies, 2) Fulfil ye mgjog,.“

..who for the jog that was set before Him endured the Cross, despising the
shame,...chrews 12:2
Will the faith and love that we have acquired through communion with God and meditation on His Word
strengthen us with endurance to be faithful unto death if it is to be our lot?
...be thou faithful unto death, and 1 will give thee a crown of life. Revelation 2:10b
May God work in us the love, faith, commitment and patience that we may glorify the only One worthy of praise
and glory and that His glory might fill the earth.
Habakkuk 2:14 For the earth shall be filled with the know[edge of the glor9 of the LORD, as

the waters cover the sea.
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