The Final Showdown

Daniel Chapter Three, Part Three

The literal story of King Nebuchadnezzar’s setting up the golden image on the plains of Dura typifies the
forthcoming final showdown between the worshippers of God and the worshippers of the beast revealed in
John’s prophecy of Revelation chapter 13. Understanding the issues in this last conflict between Christ and
antichrist is imperative if we are to be found worshipping with the redeemed at the feet of Jesus on the sea of
glass. The final issues revolve around the government of God and the government of Satan. What is the core
issue? What principle of governance differentiates these kingdoms? God rules with self sacrificing, self lowering
service while honoring God-given liberty to choose whom we will trust and serve. Nebuchadnezzar’s self
exaltation and enforcing worship at the point of death represents the forceful principles of the kingdom of Satan.

Let’s Review:
The parallels of the story in Daniel three and Revelation’s final showdown found in chapter 13 are as follows:
In both we find “an image.”
In both we find “666.”
In both we find a “decree enforcing worship.”
In both we find a “death decree.”
In both we find “a minority hated.”
In both we find a “deliverance.”
In both we find “witnessing before courts & kings.”
In both we find “the faith of Jesus displayed.”
In both we find the faithful keeping the commandments of God.
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The word worship is found 11 times in Daniel chapter three. It is found eight times in Revelation 13 and 14. Do
you think the issue may be over worship?

The book of Revelation reveals the final conflict between the two classes who worship. Everyone will worship!
One class puts their trust in Satan’s kingdom of force represented through the antichrist. While the other class
puts their trust in God only.

What is worship?

Greek #4352. proskunew (meaning to kiss, like a dog licking his master's
hand); to fawn or crouch to, 1i.e. (literally or figuratively) prostrate
oneself in homage (do reverence to, adore):-- worship.

When reading Revelation 13, we find the dragon and the beast, his representative, receiving
worship.

Revelation 154 And theg worshiPPed the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they

worshiPPecl the beas’c, saging, Who is like unto the beast? who is able to make war with him?
Who is the dragon?

Revelation 12:9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old scrpcnt, called the Devil, and

Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were

cast out with him.
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Satan even desired Christ to worship him.
Matthew 4:8-10 Again, the devil taketh Him up into an exceeding I’n’glﬁ mountain, and sheweth
Him all the kingdoms of the world, and the glorg of them; 9) And saith unto Him, All these
tnings will I give tnee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. 10) Then saith Jesus unto nim) Get
thee I’\ence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worsnip the Lord thg God, and Him onlg shalt

thou serve.

How many are found worshipping the dragon and antichrist?

Revelation 15:8 And all that dwell upon the carth shall worsl"ni[:) him, whose names are not
written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.

What is the result of their choice to worship the dragon and the beast, (antichrist)?
Revelation 14:9-11 And the third angel followed thcm, saging with a loud voice, It any man
worship the beast and his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 10) The
same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is Pourcd out without mixture into the
cup of his indignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of
the holy angels, and in the presence of ’che Lamb: ) And the smoke of their torment
ascendeth up for ever and ever: and tlﬂeg have no rest cl39 nor night) who worsniP the beast

and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.

Revelation 16:2 And the first went, and Pourecl out his vial upon the earth; and there fell a
noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon them

which worshipped his image.

Revelation 19:20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false Propl’xet that wroug]'lt
miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast,
and them that worshipped his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning

with brimstone.

Now let’s take a look at the second class found in this final crises,
Revelation 3:10, 1l Because thou hast kept the word of my Patience, I also will keep thee from
the hour of temPta’cion, which shall come upon all the world, to trg them that dwell upon the
earth. 1) Bcnold, | come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man take tlﬁg crown.

Whom do they worship?
Revelation 147 Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give giory to Him; for the hour of His
juclgment is come: and worshiP Him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the
fountains of waters.

What is the difference between God and Lucifer? Who is qualified to rule the universe? One is

the Creator and the other is the creature. Only one is worthy of worship.
Revelation 4:10, 11 The four and twentg elders fall down before Him that sat on the throne,
and worship Him that liveth for ever and ever, and cast their crowns before the throne,
saging) 10 Thou art wortng, O Lorcl, to receive glorg and honour and power: for thou hast
created all things) and for tng Plcasure thcy are and were created.
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What will be the result of their choice to worship the Creator rather than the creature? Will any
die because of the death decree for not worshipping the beast or his image?

Revelation 1%:15 And he had power to give life unto the image of the beast, that the image of
the beast should both speak, and cause that as many as would not worshiP the image of the

beast should be killed.
Let’s interpret the above verse, And he had power to gjve life unto the image of the beast,

And he—the beast with lamb like horns representing the state power—had power to give life unto the
Image —the adulteress union of church and state, resulting in persecution

The beast—the sea beast with seven heads and ten horns representing the apostate church, the
antichrist.

Will all those who chose to worship God be killed in this death decree?

Psalm 91:1-8 He that dwelleth in the secret PIace of the Most High shall abide under the
shadow of the Almightg. 2) 1 will say of the LORD, He 1s my reFuge and my fortress: my God;
in Him will I trust. ) Surely He shall deliver thee from the snare of the fowler, and from the
noisome Pestilence. 4) He shall cover thee with His feathers, and under His wings shalt thou
trust: His truth shall be thg shield and buckler. 5) Thou shalt not be afraid for the terror bg
night; nor for the arrow that flieth bg dag; ) Nor for the Pestilence that walketh in darkness;
nor for the destruction that wasteth at noonclag. A thousand shall fall at thg sicle, and ten
thousand at tlﬂg right hancl; but it shall not come nig]’l thee. 8) Onlg with thine eyes shalt thou
behold and see the reward of the wicked.

Psalm 91:9-16 Because thou hast made the LORD, which is my refuge, even the Most High,
thg habitation; 10) There shall no evil befall thee, neither shall any Plague come nigh thg
dwe”ing. 1) For He shall give His angels charge over thee, to keeP thee in all thg ways. 12)
T]’ICH shall bear thee up in their lﬂancls, lest thou dash tlﬂg foot against a stone. 13 Thou
shalt tread upon the lion and adder: the young lion and the dragon shalt thou tramP!e under
feet. 14) Because he hath set his love upon me, therefore will 1 deliver him: 1 will set him on
high, because he hath known my name. 15) He shall call upon me, and 1 will answer him: 1 will be
with him in trouble; 1 will deliver him, and honour him. 16) with long life will 1 satisfg him, and
shew him my salvation.

However, just as those who had chosen to worship the beast and his image had an eternal

destiny, so do those who chose to only worship God.
Revelation 20:4 And | saw tl’]rOﬂCS, and theg sat upon tlﬂem) ancljudgment was given unto
them: and | saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the
word of God, and which had not worshippecl the beast, neither his image, neither had
received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and theg lived and reigned with
Christ a thousand years.

Revelation 2:7 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the SPirit saith unto the c]'lurches; To
him that overcometh will | give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst of the Paradise of
God.
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Revelation 2:11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the SPirit saith unto the churches; He
that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.

Revelation 2:17 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spiri’c saith unto the cl’xurclﬂes; To
him that overcometh will I give to eat of the hidden manna, and will gjve him a white stone, and

in the stone a new name written, which no man knoweth saving he that receiveth it.

Revelation 2:26-28 And he that overcome’ch, and \ceepe’ch my works unto the encl, to him will
give power over the nations: 27) And he shall rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of a
Potter shall they be broken to shivers: even as | received of my Father. 28 And 1 will gve him

the morning star.

Revelation 3.5 He that ovcrcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; and I will not
blot out his name out of the book of life, but 1 will confess his name before my Fa’cher, and
before His angels.

Revelation %:12 Him that overcometh will | make a Pi”ar in the tcmPlc of my God, and he shall
£0 no more out: and I will write upon him the name of my God, and the name of the city of my
God, which is new Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my God: and 1 will write

upon him my new name.
P Y

Revelation 3:21 To him that overcometh will | grant to sit with me in my t]’erI’lC, even as | also

overcame, and am set down with my Father in His throne.

Revelation 217 He that overcometh shall inherit all things; and 1 will be his God, and he shall
be my son.
v,
There will be a day when God shall judge the hearts and motives of all, both the righteous and
the wicked.
Ecclesiastes 12:15, 14 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keeP His
commandments: for this is the whole clutg of man. 14) For God shall bring every work into
judgment) with every secret thing, whether it be goocl, or whether it be evil.

Daniel 7:9, 10 1 beheld till the thrones were cast down, and the Ancient of clags did sit, whose
garment was white as snow, and the hair of His head like the pure wool: His throne was like
the ﬁ'erg ﬂame, and His wheels as burning fire.10) A ﬁ'erg stream issued and came forth from
before Him: thousand thousands ministered unto Him, and ten thousand times ten thousand

stood before Him: ’c]’xejudgmen’c was set, and the books were oPencd.

Revelation 11:1 And there was given me a reed like unto a rod: and the angcl stood, saying,

Rise, and measure the temple of God, and the altar, and them that worship therein.

Revelation 47 Sayin with a loud voice, Fear God, and give lory to Him; for the hour of His
ying gve gory

iudegment is come: and worship Him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the

Jues P

fountains of waters.

Daniel 7:26, 27 But thejudgment shall sit, and theg shall take away his (antichrist’s) dominion,

to consume and to destrog it unto the end. 27) And the lcirlgclom and dominion, and the
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greatness of the kingclom under the whole heaven, shall be given to the Pcop[e of the saints
of the Most High, whose kingclom is an ever[asting kingclom, and all dominions shall serve
and obeg Him.

God will eventually receive recognition for His righteousness and fairness in His judgment.
Revelation 15:2-4 And | saw as it were a sea of glass minglcd with fire: and them that had
gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the
number of his name, stand on the sea oFglass, having the harPs of God. %) And they sing the
song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saging, Great and marvellous
are Thg works, Lord God Almig]ﬂtg;just and true are T]’]g ways, Thou King of saints. 4) Who
shall not fear Thee, O Lorcl, and glorifg Thg name? for Thou only art holy: for all nations
shall come and worshiP before Thee; for Thyjudgments are made manifest.

Isaiah 45:23 | have sworn bg mgsehc, the word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and

shall not return, That unto me every knee shall bowJ every tongue shall swear.

Romans 411 For it is written, As | Iivc, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every

tongue shall confess to God.

Philippians 2:10, 11 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in heaven, and
things in ear’ch, and things under the ear’ch; 1 And that every tongue should confess that
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glor9 of God the Father.
Sign, seal, name and mark are used interchangeably. What is the sign, seal or mark of those
who worship God? How do they differ from those that worship Satan and the antichrist?
The righteous are sealed with God’s name, or character, in their foreheads.
Revelation 7 And after these tlﬂings | saw four angels standing on the four corners of the
carth, hol&ing the four winds of the Car’cl’x) that the wind should not blow on the ear’c‘ﬂ, nor on
the sea, nor on any tree. (sgmbolic of People) 2) And I saw another angcl ascending from
the cast, having the seal of the [iving God: and he cried with a loud voice to the four angcls,
to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, 3) Saying, Hurt not the earth) neither the

sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.

Revelation 4:1 And I looked, and, lo, a Lamb stood on the mount Sion, and with Him an
hundred Fortg and four ’chousanclJ having His Father’s name written in their foreheads.

Isaiah 8:16 Bind up the testimony, seal the law among my disciples.

Exodus 31:18 And he gave unto Moses, when He had made an end of communing with him
upon mount Sinai, two tables of testimony, tables of stone, written with the ﬁngcr of God.

Hebrew 8:10 For this is the covenant that | will make with the house of Israel after those clays,
saith the Lord; 1 will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I will be to

them a God, and theg shall be to me a People:
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The Sabbath is a sign that God is the Creator.

Exodus 31:1%-17 Speak thou also unto the children of lsraclJ saging, Vcril9 my sabbaths ye
shall keep: foritis a sign between me and you throughout your generations; that ye may
know that | am the LORD that doth sancthcg you. 14) Ye shall keeP the sabbath tlﬂerefore;
foritis holg unto you: every one that defileth it shall surely be Put to death: for whosoever
doeth any work therein, that soul shall be cut off from among his Pcoplc‘ 15) Six days may
work be done; but in the seventh is the sabbath of rest, holg to the LORD: whosoever doeth
any work in the sabbath clag, he shall surelg be Put to death. 16) Wherefore the children of
Israel shall keel:) the sabbath, to observe the sabbath throughout their generations, for a
Perpetua! covenant. 17) It is a sign between me and the children of 1srael for ever: for in six
days the LORD made heaven and earth, and on the seventh clag He restecl, and was
refreshed.

Deuteronomg 6:1, 5-8 Now these are the commanclmcnts) the statutes, and the 'udgments,
which the LORD your God commanded to teach you, that ye might do them in the land
whither ye go to possess it: 5) And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart,
and with all tlﬂg soul, and with all ’c}ﬂy might. 6) And these words, which I command thee this
dag, shall be in thine heart: 7) And thou shalt teach them diligen’c!g unto thg children, and
shalt talk of them when thou sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest 139 the way, and
when thou liest down, and when thou risest up. 8) And thou shalt bind them for a ggg upon
thine hand, and they shall be as frontlets between thine eyes.

Deuteronomg 11:18 Therefore shall ye lay up these my words in your heart and in your soul,

and bind them for a ggg upon your lﬁand, that theg may be as frontlets between your eyes.

The Sabbath is a sign that God is the Redeemer or Sanctifier.
Ezekiel 20:12, 15 Moreover also | gave them my sabbaths, to be a ggg between me and them,
that theg might know that I am the LORD that sanctifg them. %) But the house of Israel
rebelled against me in the wilderness: theg walked not in my statutes, and theg clesPisec] my
Juclgments, which if a man do, he shall even live in ’c}'lem; and my sabbaths theg greatly

Po”utccl: then | said, I would pour out my Furg upon them in the wildcrncss, to consume them.

Those that are not sealed are destroyed.
Ezekiel 9:1-6 He cried also in mine ears with a loud voice, saying, Cause them that have
charge over the citg to draw near, even every man with his destroging weapon in his hand. 2)
And, beholcl, six men came from the way of the hig]’]er gate, which lieth toward the north, and
every man a slauglﬂter weapon in his hancl; and one man among them was clothed with linen,
with a writer’s inkhorn bg his side: and they went in, and stood beside the brasen altar. 3)
And the glorg of the God of Israel was gone up from the cherub, whereupon He was, to the
threshold of the house. And He called to the man clothed with linen, which had the writer’s
inkhorn 139 his side; 4) And the LORD said unto him, Go through the midst of the city,
through the midst of Jerusalem, and set a mark upon the foreheads of the men that sigh and
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that cry for all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof. 5) And to the others he
said in mine hearing, Go ye after him through the city, and smite: let not your eye spare,
neither have ye Pitfj: 6) S[ag ut’cerly old and young, both maids, and little clﬂilclren, and
women: but come not near any man upon whom is the &rk; and begin at my sanctuary. Then

tlﬁeg bcgan at the ancient men which were before the house.

The wicked are marked or sealed in their foreheads or in their right hand.
Revelation 1%:16, 17 And he causeth a”) both small and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to
receive a mark in their right hand, or in their foreheads: 17) And that no man might bug or sell,

save he that had the mark, or the name of the beast, or the number of his name.

Remember who Ezekiel told us were spared during the destruction?
Ezekiel 9:4) And the LORD said unto him, Go tl‘lrough the midst of the city, ’c]ﬂrouglﬁ the
midst of Jerusalem, and set a @( upon the foreheads of the men that siglﬁ and that cry for
all the abominations that be done in the midst thereof.

What are the abominations done in Jerusalem, in the temple, in God’s church? If the sabbath is

the sign of God’s commandment keeping people, what is the mark or sign of the beast?
Ezekiel 8:5, 6 Then said he unto me, Son of man, lift up thine eyes now the way toward the
north. So I lifted up mine eyes the way toward the north, and behold northward at the gate
of the altar this image onealousg in the entry. 6) He said furthermore unto me, Son of man,
seest thou what thcy do? even the great abominations that the house of Isracl committeth
herc, that | should go far off from my sanctuary’? but turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see

greater abominations.

Ezekiel 8:9,10 And he said unto me, Go in, and behold the wicked abominations that tlﬂeg do
here. 10) So I went in and saw; and behold every form of creePing things, and abominable
beasts, and all the idols of the house of lsrael, Pourtrage& upon the wall round about.

Ezekiel 8:1%-18 He said also unto me, Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater
abominations that theg do. 14) Then he brought me to the door of the gate of the LORD'S
house which was toward the north; ancl, belﬂold, there sat women weePing for Tammuz. (the
sun gocl) 15) Then said He unto me, Hast thou seen tlﬂis, O son of man? turn thee 3et again,
and thou shalt see greater abominations than these. 16) And He brougl'lt me into the inner
court of the LORD’S "IOUSC, and) behold, at the door of the tcmplc of the LORD, between
the Porch and the altar, were about five and twentg men, with their backs toward the temple
of the LORD, and their faces toward the east; and theg worshipped the sun toward the east.
17) Then He said unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of man?Is it a Iight tlﬂing to the house
of Judah that they commit the abominations which they commit here? for t]'leg have filled the
land with violcnce, and have returned to Provoke me to anger: ancl) Io, they Pu’c the branch to
their nose. 18) Therefore will I also deal in )Curgz mine eye shall not spare, neither will 1 have

Pitg: and thougl‘n theg cry in mine ears with a loud voice, yet will 1 not hear them.

The Final Showdown 7



The Lord warned of the consequences of worshipping the sun, moon or stars. There is only one
God who can save.

Deutcronomg 4:19 And lest thou lift up thine eyes unto lﬂcaven, and when thou seest the
sun, and the moon, and the stars, even all the host of heaven, shouldest be driven to wors]'n'[:)
them, and serve them, which the LORD thg God hath divided unto all nations under the

Wl’]OlC heaven.

Jeremiah 8:1, 2 At that time, saith the LORD, ’cheg shall bring out the bones of the kings of
Judah, and the bones of his Princes, and the bones of the Pricsts, and the bones of the
[:)ro[:)hets, and thc bones omc the inhabitants omc Jerusalem, out omc their graves: 2) And theg
shall spread them before the sun, and the moon, and all the host of heaven, whom theg have
lovecl, and whom theg have servecl, and after whom theg have wa”cecl, and whom theg have
soug]ﬂt) and whom theg have wors]ﬂiPPecl: thcg shall not be gathered, nor be buriecl; thcy
shall be for clung upon the face of the carth.

The strength of the Lion of the tribe of Judah is in the Lamb-like meekness with which He rules.

Just the opposite of the dragon, Satan.
Revelation 5:5 And one of the elders saith unto me, Weep not: behold, the Lion of the tribe
of Juda, the Root of David) hath Prevailecl to open the book) and to loose the seven seals
thereof. 6) And | beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne and of the four beasts, and in the
midst of the elders, stood a Lamb as it had been slain, having seven horns and seven eyes,
which are the seven SPirits of God sent forth into all the earth.

2 Corinthians %:17 Now the Lord is that SPirit: and where the SPirit of the Lord is, there is
libcrtg.
The laws of the United States reflect the Lamb’s spirit of liberty as stated in the first amendment.
The first amendment to the Constitution’s Bill of Rights reads:

“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to
assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”

The kingdoms represented in Daniel have reflected the forceful principles of the kingdom of
Satan.

Notice in Daniel three that Nebuchadnezzar made a law establishing religious worship, a transgression of the
first restriction of the first amendment. In Daniel six we’'ll discover that the second restriction of the first
amendment, prohibiting the free exercise of religion, was violated by Darius, King of the Medes, when he
prohibited Daniel’s free exercise of religion.

In the final showdown of the great controversy between these principles will we be sealed with
the character traits of God’s spirit of liberty or the forceful and self exalting nature of the
antichrist?

Revelation 1411 . . . and theg have no rest dag nor night, who worship the beast and his image,

and WhOSOCVCr receiveth the mark OF }’HS name.

Hebrews 411 Let us labour therefore to enter into that rest, lest any man fall after the same

cxamplc of unbelief.
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