
Forgiveness
What is forgiveness? Is it one-way or two-way, or does the word sometimes refer to one or the other of those? 
Can we tell from the context? For example, what did Jesus mean in Luke 17:3-4? Are there implied terms to 
forgiveness that determine by our response whether the relationship is restored?

All Have Sinned:
Romans 3:23 For all have sinned, and come short of the glory of God;  

Romans 3:10 As it is written, There is none righteous, no, not one: 11) There is none that 
understandeth, there is none that seeketh after God. 12) They are all gone out of the way, they are 
together become unprofitable; there is none that doeth good, no, not one. 13) Their throat is an open 
sepulchre; with their tongues they have used deceit; the poison of asps is under their lips: 14) Whose 
mouth is full of cursing and bitterness: 15) Their feet are swift to shed blood: 16) Destruction and 
misery are in their ways: 17) And the way of peace have they not known: 18) There is no fear of God 
before their eyes.  

All Deserve to Die, But There Is Hope:

Lamentations 3:21 This I recall to my mind, therefore have I hope. 22) It is of the 
LORD’S mercies that we are not consumed, because His compassions fail not. 
23) They are new every morning: great is thy faithfulness. 24) The LORD is my 
portion, saith my soul; therefore will I hope in Him. 25) The LORD is good unto 
them that wait for Him, to the soul that seeketh Him. 26) It is good that a man 
should both hope and quietly wait for the salvation of the LORD.   

Numbers 14:18 The LORD is longsuffering, and of great mercy, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression, and by no means clearing the guilty, visiting the 
iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation.  

Psalm 86:5 For thou, Lord, art good, and ready to forgive; and plenteous in 
mercy unto all them that call upon thee.  

Psalm 136:1 O give thanks unto the LORD; for He is good: for His mercy 
endureth for ever.   

Acts 5:31 Him hath God exalted with His right hand to be a Prince and a 
Saviour, for to give repentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.  
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Acts 26:18 To open their eyes, and to turn them from darkness to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins, 
and inheritance among them which are sanctified by faith that is in me. 
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Plan of Salvation In Place Before The World Was:

1 Peter 1:19 But with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish 
and without spot: 20) Who verily was foreordained before the foundation of 
the world, but was manifest in these last times for you,  

2 Timothy 1:9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holy calling, not 
according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace, which 
was given us in Christ Jesus before the world began,  

Titus 1:2 In hope of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, promised before 
the world began. 

Ephesians 1:4 According as He hath chosen us in Him before the foundation 
of the world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love:  

1 Corinthians 2:7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the 
hidden wisdom, which God ordained before the world unto our glory:  

God’s Character Is One Of Forgiveness, Giving Before:

Romans 5:6 For when we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for 
the ungodly. 7) For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure 
for a good man some would even dare to die. 8) But God commendeth His love 
toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  

1 John 2:12  I write unto you, little children, because your sins are forgiven you 
for His name’s sake.  

Ephesians 1:7 In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness 
of sins, according to the riches of His grace; 

Colossians 2:13 And you, being dead in your sins and the uncircumcision of 
your flesh, hath He quickened together with Him, having forgiven you all 
trespasses; 

1 John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.  
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Luke 23:34 Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them; for they know not what they 
do. And they parted His raiment, and cast lots.  

2 Corinthians 5:21 For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that 
we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.  

Jesus Taught How To Pray:

Matthew 6:12 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 

Luke 11:4 And forgive us our sins; for we also forgive every one that is indebted 
to us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. 

Matthew 6:14 For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will 
also forgive you: 15) But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will your 
Father forgive your trespasses. 

Matthew 18:35 So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto you, if ye from 
your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses. 

Mark 11:25 And when ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have ought against any: 
that your Father also which is in heaven may forgive you your trespasses. 26) 
But if ye do not forgive, neither will your Father which is in heaven forgive your 
trespasses. 

Judge Not:

Luke 6:37 Judge not, and ye shall not be judged: condemn not, and ye shall 
not be condemned: forgive, and ye shall be forgiven: 

Romans 2:1 Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that 
judgest: for wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou 
that judgest doest the same things. 2) But we are sure that the judgment of 
God is according to truth against them which commit such things. 3) And 
thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and doest 
the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God? 4) Or despisest thou 
the riches of His goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing 
that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 5) But after thy 
hardness and impenitent heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the 
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day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; 6) Who will 
render to every man according to his deeds:  

How Often Should We Forgive?

Matthew 18:21 Then came Peter to him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my brother 
sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times?  

Luke 17:3 Take heed to yourselves: If thy brother trespass against thee, 
rebuke him; and if he repent, forgive him. 4) And if he trespass against thee 
seven times in a day, and seven times in a day turn again to thee, saying, I 
repent; thou shalt forgive him. 

Matthew 18:21 Then came Peter to Him, and said, Lord, how oft shall my 
brother sin against me, and I forgive him? till seven times? 22) Jesus saith unto 
him, I say not unto thee, Until seven times: but, Until seventy times seven. 23) 
Therefore is the kingdom of heaven likened unto a certain king, which would 
take account of his servants. 24) And when he had begun to reckon, one was 
brought unto him, which owed him ten thousand talents. 25) But forasmuch as 
he had not to pay, his lord commanded him to be sold, and his wife, and 
children, and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26) The servant 
therefore fell down, and worshipped him, saying, Lord, have patience with me, 
and I will pay thee all. 27) Then the lord of that servant was moved with 
compassion, and loosed him, and forgave him the debt. 

28) But the same servant went out, and found one of his fellowservants, which 
owed him an hundred pence: and he laid hands on him, and took him by the 
throat, saying, Pay me that thou owest. 29) And his fellowservant fell down at 
his feet, and besought him, saying, Have patience with me, and I will pay thee 
all. 30) And he would not: but went and cast him into prison, till he should pay 
the debt. 31) So when his fellowservants saw what was done, they were very 
sorry, and came and told unto their lord all that was done. 32) Then his lord, 
after that he had called him, said unto him, O thou wicked servant, I forgave 
thee all that debt, because thou desiredst me: 33) Shouldest not thou also 
have had compassion on thy fellowservant, even as I had pity on thee? 34) 
And his lord was wroth, and delivered him to the tormentors, till he should pay 
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all that was due unto him. 35) So likewise shall my heavenly Father do also unto 
you, if ye from your hearts forgive not every one his brother their trespasses. 

Those Who Have Sinned Much, Love Much:

Luke 7:36 And one of the Pharisees desired Him that He would eat with him. 
And He went into the Pharisee’s house, and sat down to meat. 37) And, 
behold, a woman in the city, which was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat 
at meat in the Pharisee’s house, brought an alabaster box of ointment, 38) 
And stood at His feet behind Him weeping, and began to wash His feet with 
tears, and did wipe them with the hairs of her head, and kissed His feet, and 
anointed them with the ointment. 39) Now when the Pharisee which had bidden 
Him saw it, he spake within himself, saying, This man, if He were a prophet, 
would have known who and what manner of woman this is that toucheth Him: 
for she is a sinner.   

40) And Jesus answering said unto him, Simon, I have somewhat to say unto 
thee. And he saith, Master, say on. 41) There was a certain creditor which had 
two debtors: the one owed five hundred pence, and the other fifty. 42) And 
when they had nothing to pay, he frankly forgave them both. Tell me 
therefore, which of them will love him most? 43) Simon answered and said, I 
suppose that he, to whom he forgave most. And He said unto him, Thou hast 
rightly judged. 44) And He turned to the woman, and said unto Simon, Seest 
thou this woman? I entered into thine house, thou gavest me no water for my 
feet: but she hath washed my feet with tears, and wiped them with the hairs of 
her head. 45) Thou gavest me no kiss: but this woman since the time I came in 
hath not ceased to kiss my feet. 46) My head with oil thou didst not anoint: 
but this woman hath anointed my feet with ointment. 47) Wherefore I say unto 
thee, her sins, which are many, are forgiven; for she loved much: but to whom 
little is forgiven, the same loveth little. 48) And He said unto her, Thy sins are 
forgiven.  

Forgive One Another:

Ephesians 4:32 And be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving one 
another, even as God for Christ’s sake hath forgiven you. 
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Colossians 3:13 Forbearing one another, and forgiving one another, if any man 
have a quarrel against any: even as Christ forgave you, so also do ye. 

2 Corinthians 2:7 So that contrariwise ye ought rather to forgive him, and 
comfort him, lest perhaps such a one should be swallowed up with overmuch 
sorrow.  

Salvation, Forgiveness of Sins Same As Healing:

2 Chronicles 7:14 If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble 
themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then 
will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.  

Luke 5:23 Whether is easier, to say, Thy sins be forgiven thee; or to say, Rise 
up and walk? 24) But that ye may know that the Son of man hath power upon 
earth to forgive sins, (He said unto the sick of the palsy), I say unto thee, 
Arise, and take up thy couch, and go into thine house. 

James 5:15 And the prayer of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise 
him up; and if he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him.  

Only One Sin Cannot Be Forgiven:

Matthew 12:31 Wherefore I say unto you, All manner of sin and blasphemy shall 
be forgiven unto men: but the blasphemy against the Holy Ghost shall not be 
forgiven unto men. 32) And whosoever speaketh a word against the Son of 
man, it shall be forgiven him: but whosoever speaketh against the Holy Ghost, 
it shall not be forgiven him, neither in this world, neither in the world to come. 

Mark 3:28 Verily I say unto you, All sins shall be forgiven unto the sons of men, 
and blasphemies wherewith soever they shall blaspheme: 29) But he that shall 
blaspheme against the Holy Ghost hath never forgiveness, but is in danger of 
eternal damnation: 

Luke 12:10 And whosoever shall speak a word against the Son of man, it shall 
be forgiven him: but unto him that blasphemeth against the Holy Ghost it shall 
not be forgiven. 
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If Our Sins Are Not Blotted Out, Our Names Will Be:

Jeremiah 31:34 And they shall teach no more every man his neighbour, and 
every man his brother, saying, Know the LORD: for they shall all know me, 
from the least of them unto the greatest of them, saith the LORD: for I will 
forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.  

Psalm 32:1 Blessed is he whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.  

Romans 4:7 Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose 
sins are covered.  

Acts 3:19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be 
blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the 
Lord;  

Revelation 3:5 He that overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white raiment; 
and I will not blot out his name out of the book of life, but I will confess his 
name before my Father, and before His angels. 
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