
God’s On Trial

Introduction

This study focuses on the eternal purpose of God to reconcile all His creatures in Heaven and Earth to Him 
through the revelation of the mystery of the gospel, the plan of salvation. Is He truly the only God that is able to 
save us from the consequences of sin and from sin itself? There was an angel in Heaven that claimed to be God 
and desired to sit on the throne receiving worship. His name was Lucifer. How would God prove who the real God 
was? In God’s wisdom He allowed the fallen angel, (Satan) to set about to prove that he was God well knowing in 
the end that he would prove just the opposite. In the end all of God’s creatures would be eternally convinced who 
the real God was.
Reflecting on the account of Adam and Eve’s fall in Genesis 3, we find Satan suggesting that Eve could become a 
god herself and God knowing that had denied them fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, thus 
misrepresenting God’s purpose. He also intimated that transgression of the command of God could be disobeyed 
and not end in death. 

The Controversy Between the Creator God and the One who Coveted His throne

Revelation 12:3 And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red 
dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. 4) And his tail 
drew the third part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to the earth: … 

Revelation 12:7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and His angels fought against the 
dragon; and the dragon fought and his angels, 8) And prevailed not; neither was their place 
found any more in heaven.  

Revelation 12:9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and 
Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were 
cast out with him.  

Isaiah 14:12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut 
down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! 13) For thou hast said in thine heart, I 
will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the 
mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 14) I will ascend above the heights of 
the clouds; I will be like the most High.  

Tyrus, a Type of Lucifer 

Ezekiel 28:1 The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, 2) Son of man, say unto the 
prince of Tyrus, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast 
said, I am a God, I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the seas; yet thou art a man, and not 
God, though thou set thine heart as the heart of God:  

Ezekiel 28:11 Moreover the word of the LORD came unto me, saying, 12) Son of man, take up 
a lamentation upon the king of Tyrus, and say unto him, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Thou 
sealest up the sum, full of wisdom, and perfect in beauty. 13) Thou hast been in Eden the 
garden of God; every precious stone was thy covering, the sardius, topaz, and the diamond, 
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the beryl, the onyx, and the jasper, the sapphire, the emerald, and the carbuncle, and gold: 
the workmanship of thy tabrets and of thy pipes was prepared in thee in the day that thou 
wast created. 14) Thou art the anointed cherub that covereth; and I have set thee so: thou 
wast upon the holy mountain of God; thou hast walked up and down in the midst of the 
stones of fire. 15) Thou wast perfect in thy ways from the day that thou wast created, till 
iniquity was found in thee. 16) By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst 
of thee with violence, and thou hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the 
mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of 
fire. 17) Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by 
reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee before kings, that they 
may behold thee. 

Lucifer Drew a Third of the Angels With His Talebearing, With Slander

Merchandise H7404 feminine passive participle of 7402; trade (as peddled):—merchandise, 
traffic.

Ezekiel 28:18 Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the 
iniquity of thy traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour 
thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee. 
19) All they that know thee among the people shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a 
terror, and never shalt thou be any more. 

Traffick H 7404 feminine passive participle of 7402; trade (as peddled):—merchandise, traffic.

     H 7402 a primitive root; to travel for trading:—(spice) merchant.

Leviticus 19:16 Thou shalt not go up and down as a talebearer among thy people: neither 
shalt thou stand against the blood of thy neighbour: I am the LORD. 

Talebearer H 7400 from 7402 a scandal-monger (as traveling about):—slander, carry tales, 
talebearer.

The Hour Of His Judgment Is Come

Revelation 14:6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting 
gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and 
tongue, and people, 7) Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the 
hour of His judgment is come: and worship Him that made heaven, and earth, and the sea, 
and the fountains of waters. 

We Are Being Judged.

2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one may 
receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good or bad. 

Romans 14:10 But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy brother? 
for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 11) For it is written, As I live, saith the 
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Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God. 12) So then every one 
of us shall give account of himself to God.  

God is Also Being Judged

Romans 3:4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou 
mightest be justified in thy sayings, and mightest overcome when thou art judged.  

God is Being Judged For His Judgments

Psalm 51:1 Have mercy upon me, O God, according to thy lovingkindness: according unto the 
multitude of thy tender mercies blot out my transgressions. 2) Wash me throughly from mine 
iniquity, and cleanse me from my sin. 3) For I acknowledge my transgressions: and my sin is 
ever before me. 4) Against thee, thee only, have I sinned, and done this evil in thy sight: that 
thou mightest be justified when thou speakest, and be clear when thou judgest.  

Psalm 79:9 Help us, O God of our salvation, for the glory of thy name: and deliver us, and 
purge away our sins, for thy name’s sake. 

God Shall Judge The World in Righteousness

Ecclesiastes 3:17 I said in mine heart, God shall judge the righteous and the wicked: for there 
is a time there for every purpose and for every work.  

Psalm 9:8 And He shall judge the world in righteousness, He shall minister judgment to the 
people in uprightness. 

Psalm 67:4 O let the nations be glad and sing for joy: for thou shalt judge the people 
righteously, and govern the nations upon earth. Selah. 

Psalm 96:10 Say among the heathen that the LORD reigneth: the world also shall be 
established that it shall not be moved: He shall judge the people righteously. 11) Let the 
heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let the sea roar, and the fulness thereof. 12) Let 
the field be joyful, and all that is therein: then shall all the trees of the wood rejoice 13) Before 
the LORD: for He cometh, for He cometh to judge the earth: He shall judge the world with 
righteousness, and the people with His truth. 

Psalm 119:142 Thy righteousness is an everlasting righteousness, and thy law is the truth. 

James 1:25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and continueth therein, he 
being not a forgetful hearer, but a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his deed. 

James 2:12 So speak ye, and so do, as they that shall be judged by the law of liberty. 

Acts 17:31 Because He hath appointed a day, in the which He will judge the world in 
righteousness by that man whom He hath ordained; whereof He hath given assurance unto 
all men, in that He hath raised Him from the dead. 

Romans 2:16 In the day when God shall judge the secrets of men by Jesus Christ according to 
my gospel. 
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Matthew 12:36 But I say unto you, That every idle word that men shall speak, they shall give 
account thereof in the day of judgment. 

Romans 14:10 But why dost thou judge thy brother? or why dost thou set at nought thy 
brother? for we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ. 

2 Corinthians 5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ; that every one 
may receive the things done in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad. 

Ecclesiastes 12:13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep His 
commandments: for this is the whole duty of man. 14) For God shall bring every work into 
judgment, with every secret thing, whether it be good, or whether it be evil. 

2 Timothy 4:1 I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge 
the quick and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom; 

2 Timothy 4:8 Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, 
the righteous judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that 
love His appearing. 

1 Corinthians 4:5 Therefore judge nothing before the time, until the Lord come, who both will 
bring to light the hidden things of darkness, and will make manifest the counsels of the 
hearts: and then shall every man have praise of God. 

Psalm 9:16 The LORD is known by the judgment which He executeth: the wicked is snared in 
the work of his own hands. Higgaion. Selah 

God’s Judgments Will Be Made Manifest

Revelation 15:4 Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou only art holy: 
for all nations shall come and worship before thee; for thy judgments are made manifest. 

There Will Be a Revelation of The Righteous Judgment of God

Romans 2:1 Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for 
wherein thou judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the 
same things. 2) But we are sure that the judgment of God is according to truth against them 
which commit such things. 3) And thinkest thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such 
things, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God? 4) Or despisest 
thou the riches of His goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing that the 
goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 5) But after thy hardness and impenitent 
heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the 
righteous judgment of God; 6) Who will render to every man according to his deeds:  
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The Sanctuary Reveals His Glory

Psalm 63:2 To see thy power and thy glory, so as I have seen thee in the sanctuary. 

Psalm 77:13 Thy way, O God, is in the sanctuary: who is so great a God as our God? 

Isaiah 40:5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: 
for the mouth of the LORD hath spoken it. 

During The Wrath of God, The Wicked Will Not Give Him Glory

Revelation 16:9 And men were scorched with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, 
which hath power over these plagues: and they repented not to give Him glory. 

Eventually Every Knee Shall Bow Giving Him Glory

Isaiah 45:23 I have sworn by myself, the word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and 
shall not return, That unto me every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear. 

Romans 14:11 For it is written, As I live, saith the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every 
tongue shall confess to God. 

Isaiah 5:16 But the LORD of hosts shall be exalted in judgment, and God that is holy shall be 
sanctified in righteousness.  

Philippians 2:9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted Him, and given Him a name which is 
above every name: 10) That at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, of things in 
heaven, and things in earth, and things under the earth; 11) And that every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 

Psalm 86:9 All nations whom thou hast made shall come and worship before thee, O Lord; 
and shall glorify thy name. 

Earth, The Theater of The Universe

1 Corinthians 4:9 For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed 
to death: for we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men.  

The Mystery of The Gospel Made Known By The Church

Ephesians 3:9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the 
beginning of the world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: 10) To 
the intent that now unto the principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by 
the church the manifold wisdom of God, 11) According to the eternal purpose which He 
purposed in Christ Jesus our Lord:  

1 Corinthians 2:7 But we speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, even the hidden wisdom, 
which God ordained before the world unto our glory: 8) Which none of the princes of this 
world knew: for had they known it, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. 
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Colossians 1:27 To whom God would make known what is the riches of the glory of this 
mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hope of glory: 

The Church Are God’s Witnesses

Isaiah 43:10 Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my servant whom I have chosen: that 
ye may know and believe me, and understand that I am He: before me there was no God 
formed, neither shall there be after me. 

Isaiah 44:8 Fear ye not, neither be afraid: have not I told thee from that time, and have 
declared it? ye are even my witnesses. Is there a God beside me? yea, there is no God; I know 
not any. 

Isaiah 43:7 Even every one that is called by my name: for I have created him for my glory, I 
have formed him; yea, I have made him. 

Isaiah 54:17 No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall 
rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the 
LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD. 

The Church Will Glorify God

Psalm 50:15 And call upon me in the day of trouble: I will deliver thee, and thou shalt glorify 
me. 

Hebrews 4:15 For we have not an high priest which cannot be touched with the feeling of our 
infirmities; but was in all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin. 16) Let us therefore 
come boldly unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace to help in 
time of need. 

2 Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are 
changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord. 

Matthew 5:16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works, and 
glorify your Father which is in heaven. 

Philippians 1:11 Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are by Jesus Christ, unto 
the glory and praise of God. 

Isaiah 60:1 Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee. 
2) For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the 
LORD shall arise upon thee, and His glory shall be seen upon thee. 

Revelation 18:1 And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having 
great power; and the earth was lightened with his glory. 

Habakkuk 2:14 For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as 
the waters cover the sea. 
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The Revelation of The Mystery Reconciles The Universe to God

Colossians 1:20 And, having made peace through the blood of His cross, by Him to reconcile 
all things unto Himself; by Him, I say, whether they be things in earth, or things in heaven.  

1 Peter 1:10 Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who 
prophesied of the grace that should come unto you: 11) Searching what, or what manner of 
time the Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify, when it testified beforehand the 
sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. 12) Unto whom it was revealed, that 
not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now reported unto 
you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven; which things the angels desire to look into. 

God Will Not Share His Glory

Isaiah 42:8 I am the LORD: that is my name: and my glory will I not give to another, neither my 
praise to graven images. 

Isaiah 48:11 For mine own sake, even for mine own sake, will I do it: for how should my name be 
polluted? and I will not give my glory unto another. 

“But the plan of redemption had a yet broader and deeper purpose than the salvation of 
man. It  was not for this alone that Christ  came to the earth;  it  was not merely that the 
inhabitants of this little world might regard the law of God as it should be regarded; but it 
was  to  vindicate  the  character  of  God  before  the  universe.  To  this  result  of  His  great 
sacrifice--its  influence  upon the  intelligences  of  other  worlds,  as  well  as  upon man--the 
Saviour looked forward when just before His crucifixion He said: ‘Now is the judgment of 
this world: now shall the prince of this world be cast out. And I, if I be lifted up from the 
earth, will draw all men unto Me.’ John 12:31, 32. The act of Christ in dying for the salvation 
of man would not only make heaven accessible to men, but before all the universe it would 
justify God and His Son in their dealing with the rebellion of Satan. It would establish the 
perpetuity of the law of God and would reveal the nature and the results of sin.” PP 68.2
“The Teacher from heaven, no less a personage than the Son of God, came to earth to reveal 
the character of the  Father to men, that they might worship Him in spirit and in truth....He 
presented to men that which was exactly contrary to the representations of the enemy in 
regard to the character of God, and sought to impress upon men the paternal love of the 
Father,  who  ‘so  loved  the  world,  that  He  gave  His  only-begotten  Son,  that  whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.’" FE 177
“Others, however, fail of a satisfactory understanding of the great problem of evil, from the 
fact that tradition and misinterpretation have obscured the teaching of the Bible concerning 
the character of God, the nature of His government, and the principles of His dealing with 
sin.” GC 492
“It is the darkness of misapprehension of God that is enshrouding the world. Men are losing 
their knowledge of His character. It  has been misunderstood and misinterpreted. At this 
time a message from God is to be proclaimed, a message illuminating in its influence and 
saving in its power. His character is to be made known. Into the darkness of the world is to 
be shed the light of His glory, the light of His goodness, mercy, and truth.” COL 415.3
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“gods” on Trial
Lucifer Wanted to Be God

Isaiah 14:12 How art thou fallen from heaven, O Lucifer, son of the morning! how art thou cut 
down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! 13) For thou hast said in thine heart, I 
will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the 
mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 14) I will ascend above the heights of 
the clouds; I will be like the most High.  

Satan’s Temptation For Man to “Be as gods”

Genesis 3:5 For God doth know that in the day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be 
opened, and ye shall be as gods, knowing good and evil. 

Jeremiah 9:23 Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the 
mighty man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: 24) But let him that 
glorieth glory in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the LORD which 
exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I 
delight, saith the LORD. 

John 17:3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus 
Christ, whom thou hast sent. 

Christ Warned Against Worshipping Other “gods”

Exodus 20:1 And God spake all these words, saying, 2) I am the LORD thy God, which have 
brought thee out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of bondage. 3) Thou shalt have no 
other gods before me. 4) Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or any likeness 
of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the water 
under the earth: 

Exodus 20:23 Ye shall not make with me gods of silver, neither shall ye make unto you gods 
of gold. 

Leviticus 19:4 Turn ye not unto idols, nor make to yourselves molten gods: I am the LORD 
your God. 

Exodus 23:32 Thou shalt make no covenant with them, nor with their gods. 33) They shall not 
dwell in thy land, lest they make thee sin against me: for if thou serve their gods, it will surely 
be a snare unto thee. 

Deuteronomy 11:28 And a curse, if ye will not obey the commandments of the LORD your 
God, but turn aside out of the way which I command you this day, to go after other gods, 
which ye have not known. 
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Christ Knew Other “gods” Could Not Save

Deuteronomy 4:28 And there ye shall serve gods, the work of men’s hands, wood and stone, 
which neither see, nor hear, nor eat, nor smell. 

Hosea 13:4 Yet I am the LORD thy God from the land of Egypt, and thou shalt know no god 
but me: for there is no saviour beside me. 

Israel’s History

Deuteronomy 31:16 And the LORD said unto Moses, Behold, thou shalt sleep with thy 
fathers; and this people will rise up, and go a whoring after the gods of the strangers of the 
land, whither they go to be among them, and will forsake me, and break my covenant which I 
have made with them. 

Deuteronomy 31:18 And I will surely hide my face in that day for all the evils which they shall 
have wrought, in that they are turned unto other gods. 

Deuteronomy 32:16 They provoked him to jealousy with strange gods, with abominations 
provoked they him to anger. 17) They sacrificed unto devils, not to God; to gods whom they 
knew not, to new gods that came newly up, whom your fathers feared not. 

Judges 10:13 Yet ye have forsaken me, and served other gods: wherefore I will deliver you no 
more. 14) Go and cry unto the gods which ye have chosen; let them deliver you in the time of 
your tribulation. 

Jeremiah 1:16 And I will utter my judgments against them touching all their wickedness, who 
have forsaken me, and have burned incense unto other gods, and worshipped the works of 
their own hands. 

Jeremiah 2:28 But where are thy gods that thou hast made thee? let them arise, if they can 
save thee in the time of thy trouble: for according to the number of thy cities are thy gods, O 
Judah. 

Jeremiah 11:12 Then shall the cities of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem go, and cry unto 
the gods unto whom they offer incense: but they shall not save them at all in the time of their 
trouble. 

Judgment Against the “gods”

Exodus 12:12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn 
in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute 
judgment: I am the LORD. 

Numbered 33:4 For the Egyptians buried all their firstborn, which the LORD had smitten 
among them: upon their gods also the LORD executed judgments. 

Zephaniah 2:11 The LORD will be terrible unto them: for He will famish all the gods of the 
earth; and men shall worship Him, every one from his place, even all the isles of the heathen. 
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Judgment Against Ungodliness and Unrighteousness 

Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 
unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in unrighteousness; 

The Creator God is The Only One Worthy of Worship

1 Chronicles 16:25 For great is the LORD, and greatly to be praised: He also is to be feared 
above all gods. 26) For all the gods of the people are idols: but the LORD made the 
heavens. 

Revelation 4:11 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glory and honour and power: for thou 
hast created all things, and for thy pleasure they are and were created. 

Jeremiah 10:11 Thus shall ye say unto them, The gods that have not made the heavens and 
the earth, even they shall perish from the earth, and from under these heavens. 

“As if entranced, the wicked have looked upon the coronation of the Son of God. They see in 
His  hands  the  tables  of  the  divine  law,  the  statutes  which  they  have  despised  and 
transgressed. They witness the outburst of wonder, rapture, and adoration from the saved; 
and as the wave of melody sweeps over the multitudes without the city, all with one voice 
exclaim, "Great and marvelous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy 
ways, thou King of saints" (Revelation 15:3); and, falling prostrate, they worship the Prince 
of life….
“The time has now come when the rebellion is to be finally defeated and the history and 
character of Satan disclosed. In his last great effort to dethrone Christ, destroy His people, 
and take possession of the City of God, the arch deceiver has been fully unmasked. Those 
who have united with him see the total failure of his cause…. He is the object of universal 
abhorrence…. His accusations against the mercy and justice of God are now silenced. The 
reproach which he endeavored to cast upon Jehovah rests wholly upon himself. And now 
Satan falls down and confesses the justice of his sentence.
“Every question of truth and error in the long-standing controversy has now been made 
plain. The results of rebellion, the fruits of setting aside the divine statutes, have been laid 
open to the view of all created intelligences. The working out of Satan's rule in contrast with 
the government of God has been presented to the whole universe. Satan's own works have 
condemned him. God's wisdom, His justice, and His goodness stand fully vindicated. It is 
seen that all His dealings in the great controversy have been conducted with respect to the 
eternal good of His people and the good of all the worlds that He has created…. The History 
of sin will stand to all eternity as a witness that with the existence of God's law is bound up 
the happiness of all the beings He has created. With all the facts of the great controversy in 
view, the whole universe, both loyal and rebellious, with one accord declare: ‘Just and true 
are thy ways, thou King of saints.’” Mar 345-346

Prepared by Cindy Robinson    
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