Clntroofucing Paul, Qntroafucing Christ

A Stud’y on Romans One Verse 1

- Romans 1:1
Paul:

Romans 1:] Paul) a servant of Jesus d’\rist, called to be an aPos’cle, seParatecJ unto the

gospel of Gocl,

Warnings regarding Paul’s writings:

2Peter %:16 As also in all his [Paul’s] epistles, sPeaking in them of these things; in which are
some tl’xings hard to be unclcrstoocl, which theg that are unlearned and unstable wrest,
[Pervcr’c] as thcy do a!so the o’cl'ler scriP’cures, unto ‘c}’leir own destruction.
Apparently it is salvational to understand Paul’s writings lest we pervert them because we are ignorant and
vacillating regarding spiritual things. How are we to gain the understanding we need. James tells us how.
James 1:5 If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask of God, that give’c]ﬁ to all men liberang, and
upbraicleth not; and it shall be given him. 6) But let him ask in Faith) nothing wavering. For he
that wavereth is like a wave of the sea driven with the wind and tossed.

Another way to understand Paul is to allow him to interpret his own language, which can be an exhaustive
search since he wrote much of the New Testament.

Introducing Paul:

If we are to understand Paul, first we need to know who he is as well as who he was before he met Jesus Christ.
Secondly, we need to know the spiritual condition of those to whom he writes. What was his burden for them?
Did it have anything to do with his own personal experience?

Paul gives a testimony of his life as he was known as Saul before he met Jesus Christ.
PhiliPPians 3.4 Tl’xough | miglﬁt also have confidence in the flesh. If any other man thinketh
that he hath whereof he migl-lt trust in the flesh, I more: 5) Circumcised the cightlﬁ clag, of the
stock of lsracl of the tribe of Bcnjamin an Hebrew of the Hebrews; as touching the iaw a

Pharlsee 6) Concernmg zeal persecutmg the church touchmg the rlghteousness which is in

the law blameless. 7) But what thmgs were gam to me, those | counted loss for Christ. 8) Yea
doubtlcss, and I count all thlngs but loss for the exce”cncy of the knowledge of Christ Jesus
my Lord: for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but dung, that |
may win Christ,

Concerning zeal:

Paul recognizes in his brethren their spiritual condition as it was the same spiritual condition he had before he
met Christ.
Romans 10:] Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is, that ’cl’xeg migh’c be

saved. 2) For | bear them record that tlﬂcu have a zeal of Goc], but not according to
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knowlcdge. %) For they being ignorant of God’s righteousncss, and going about to establish

their own righteousness, have not submitted themselves unto the righteousness of God.
It is an incorrect knowledge of God that brings destruction as we read in Hosea.
Hosea 4:6 My People are clestroged for lack of l(nowledge: because thou hast rfjectcc]

knowledgc, I will also reject thee, that thou shalt be no Priest to me: seeing thou hast

{:orgottcn the law of thg God, 1 will also Forget thg children.
What knowledge were God’s people lacking?
Hosea 4:1 Hear the word of the |LORD, ye children of Israel: for the LORD hath a

controversg with the inhabitants of the !anc], because there is no ’cruth, nor _mercy, nor
knowledgc of God in the land.

John gives us the remedy for escaping destruction.
John 173 And this is life eternal, that theg might know thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom thou hast sent.

Persecuting the church:

The consequences of misapprehending God’s character leads to persecuting one another.
Acts 9:1 And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the clisciples of the
Lord, went unto the hig]’] Priest, 2) And desired of him letters to Damascus to the
synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether theg were men or women, he mig]']t
bring them bound unto Jerusalem. 3) And as hejourncgcd, he came near Damascus: and
suddenlg there shined round about him a ligl"nt from heaven: 4) And he fell to the carth, and

heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou me?

John 16:1 These things have | sPoken unto you, that ye should not be offended. 2) They shall
Pu’c you out of the synagogues: yea, the time comcth, that whosoever killeth you will think
that he doeth God service. 3) And these things will they do unto you, because they have not

known the I:ather, nor me.

When we persecute others for exercising their free will to believe what they will, we are persecuting Christ who
gave them that free will. When Saul received a revelation of Jesus Christ on the road to Damascus, he had a
change of spirit and from then on was called Paul. Now instead of persecuting the church, he taught liberty of

conscience.
2 Corinthians 3:17 Now the Lord is that SPirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is
libertg.

This is an important lesson to learn and remember when the time comes again when the saints are persecuted
for exercising their liberty of conscience to worship whom they will. We must remember that no person, no
church, no state, no country, no One World Order has the right to force who, what, when, where and how to

worship.
A servant of Jesus Christ:

As Paul learned how Christ dealt with His enemies, he purposed only to live and preach the love of God.
ICorinthians 2:2 For I determined not to know any t"ling among you, save Jesus Christ, and

Him crucified.
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Called to be an apostle:

G652 a delegate; specially, an ambassador of the Gospel; officially a commissioner of Christ
(“apostle”) (with miraculous powers): — apostle, messenger, he that is sent.

Separated unto the gospel of God:

Paul thought it important to testify and confirm that the gospel he preached came to him by Christ and not by any
man.

Galatians 1:1 Paul, an apos’c[e, (not of men, neither !:)9 man, but bg Jesus Christ, and God the
l:ather, who raised Him from the dead D)

Galatians 1:11 But | cer’chcg you, brethren, that the gos[:)el which was Preached of me is not

after man. 12) For | neither received it of man, neither was | taugl']t it, but by the revelation of
Jesus Christ. 13) For ye have heard of my conversation [bchavior]in time Past in the Jews’
religion, how that bcgon& measure | Pcrsccutcd the church of God, and wasted it: 14) And
Proﬁtecl in the Jews’ rcligion above many my cquals in mine own nation, being more

exceec]ing’g zealous of the traditions of my fathers.

Once Paul understood better the liberty which Christ gave, his desire was to reveal this character.
Galatians 1:15 But when it Pleasec] God, who seParatcd me from my mother’s womb, and called
me bg His grace, 16) To reveal His Son in me, that | might Preach Him among the heathen;

immcdiatclg | conferred not with flesh and blood: 17) Neither went | up to Jerusalem to them
which were aPos’c[es before me; but I went into Arabia, and returned again unto Damascus.
18) Then after three years | went up to Jerusalem to see Peter, and abode with him fifteen
dags.
Paul understood why the gospel was misunderstood and pointed us to look to Christ if we are to know His
Father’s character and have the promised life eternal (John 17:3).
2Corinthians 43 But if our gos[:)ci be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 4) In whom the god
of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious
gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 5) For we Preach not
ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6) For
God, who commanded the !ight to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hcarts, to give
the light of the knowledge of the glorg [cl’uaracter] of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7) But
we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the cxce”cncg of the power may be of God,
and not of us.
We too are ambassadors of Christ to give the true gospel if we are to hasten the coming of the Lord. In order to

fulfill the commission and privilege we have, we also must awaken with Paul to a new knowledge of Christ’s
character and allow His character to be revealed in us.

2Peter 3:11 Secing then that all these tl‘lings shall be clissolvccl, what manner of persons oug]'lt
ye to be in all holg conversation and godlincss, 12) Looking for and l-lasting unto the coming,
of the dag of God) wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved) and the elements
shall melt with fervent heat?
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Matthew 2414 And this gospel of the l(ingdom shall be Prcachecl in all the world for a witness

unto all nations; and then shall the end come.

Romans 8:18 For | reckon that the suﬁccrings of this Prcscnt time are not wortl'xy to be
comparcd with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

Matthew 2413 But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be saved.

The gospel of God is the grace of God:

Acts 20:24 But none of these tl‘lings move me, neither count | my life dear unto mysehc, SO
that | might finish my course withjog, and the ministry, which 1 have received of the Lord
Jesus, to tcsthcg the goslpel of the grace of God.

Galatians 1:6 | marvel that ye are so soon removed from Him that called you into the grace of
Christ unto another goslgcl: 7) Which is not another; but there be some that trouble you, and
would Per\/ert the gospel of Christ. 8) But though we, or an angel from heaven, Preach any

other gospel unto you than that which we have Preached unto you, let him be accursed.
[anathema] 9) As we said be{:orc, SO say | now again, It any man Preaclﬁ any o’chcr gospel

unto you than that ye have receivecl, let him be accursed.

Grace is unmerited favor:

2Corinthians 8:9 For ye know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that, tlﬁough He
was rich, 96‘: for your sakes He became poor, that ye througlﬁ His Povertg migl‘:t be

rich.

Hebrews 2:9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angcls for the
suﬂzering of deat]'], crowned with glorg and lﬁonour; that He ]39 the grace of God

should taste dca’ch For every man.

ZTimothg 1.9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an holg ca”ing, not accor&ing to
our works, but according to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ

Jesus before the world bcgan,

Titus 3:5 Not bg works of righteousness which we have done, but accorcling to His
mercy He saved us, bg the washing of regeneration, and renewing, of the Holg Ghost;
6) Which He shed on us abundantlg through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 7) That being
justiﬁecl bg His grace, we should be made heirs accorcling to the hol:)e of eternal life.

The gospel of Christ is the revelation of the righteousness of the Father:

Romans 1:16 For | am not ashamed of the gospcl of Christ: for it is the power of God unto

salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew ﬁrst, and also to the Greek. 17) For therein is

the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is written, Thejust shall live bg
faith.
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2Corinthians 43 But if our gosPel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 4) In whom the gocl
of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the glorious
gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto them. 5) For we Preach not
ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6) For
God, who commanded the !ight to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hcarts, to give
the liglﬁt of the knowleclgc of the g[oru of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 7) But we have this

treasure in earthen vessels, that the excc”ency of the power may be of Goc], and not of us.

Romans 2:4 Or clesPisest thou the riches of His gooclness and forbearance and
longsugerir\g; not knowing that the gooclncss of God leadeth thee to relpentance?

John 173 And this is life eternal, that t"leg migl'lt know thee the only true God, and Jesus
Christ) whom thou hast sent.

The grace of God is the power to save from sin:

Romans 1:16 For | am not ashamed of the gosPcl of Christ: for it is the power of God unto

salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew ﬁrst, and also to the Greek.

Acts 4:%% And with great power gave the aPostles witness of the resurrection of the Lord
Jesus: and great grace was upon them all.

2Corinthians 12:9 And He said unto me, My grace is sufficient for thee: for my

strength is made Pemcect in weakness. Most glac“g therefore will I rather glorg in my

infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

Ephesians 3.7 Whereof | was made a minister, according to the ghc’c of the grace of
God given unto me by the effectual working of His power.

Romans 1:5 By whom we have received grace and aPostlcshiP, for obedience to the

faith among, all nations, for His name:

Acts 20:32 And now, brethren, | commend you to GoclJ and to the word of His grace,

which is able to build you up, and to givc you an inheritance among, all them which are
sanctified.

2 Corinthians 9:8 And God is able to make all grace abound toward you; that ye,

alwags having all suﬁ(iciencg in all things, may abound to every good work:

I Peter 5:10 But the God of all grace, who hath called us unto His eternal glorg bg

Christ Jesus, after that ye have suffered a while, make you PerFect, stablis]ﬁ,

strcngthen, settle you.

Hebrews 2:9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angeIs for the
sugering of cleath, crowned with glorg and honour; that He bu the grace of God

should taste death for every man.
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Hebrews 416 Let us therefore come boldlg unto the throne of grace, that we may
obtain mercy, and find grace to helP in time of need.

EPhesians 2:8 For bu grace are ye saved through Faith; and that not of 3ourselves: it
is the ghct of God: 9) Not of wor|<s, lest any man should boast. 10) For we are His
workrnanshipJ created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before
ordained that we should walk in them.

Christ was manifested to take away sin:

Matthew 1:21 And she shall bring forth a Son, and thou shalt call His name JESUS: for He

shall save His People from their sins.

Galatians 1:4 Who gave Himself for our sins, that He might deliver us from this present evil

worlcl} accorclir\g to the will of God and our Father:

Romans 11:27 For this is my covenant unto t"lem, when | shall take away their sins.

Hebrews 9:26 For then must He often have suffered since the foundation of the world: but
now once in the end of the world hath He aPPeared to Put away sin }33 the sacrifice of
Himself.

1John 1:7 But if we walk in the Iight, as He is in the liglﬁ’c) we have ge”owship one with another,
and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanseth us from all sin.

1John 3.4 Whosoever committeth sin transgresseth also the law: for sin is the transgression

of the law. 5) And ye know that He was manifested to take away our sins; and in Him is no

sin.

John 1:9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful an&jus’c to Forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us

1Crom a” UﬂFightCOUSﬂCSS.

| Peter 2: 21 For even hereunto were ye called: because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us
an example, that ye should follow His stePs: 22) Who did no sin, neither was guilc found in
His mouth:
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