Se[ﬁ The Greatest Battle Ever Tougﬁt

Daniel Three Part Two

The worship of images (idols, false gods) represents the worship of self:

Idolaters are condemned by the Word of God. Their folly consists in trusting in self for salvation, in bowing down
to the works of their own hands, not necessarily icons and statutes, for God classes as idolaters those who trust
in their own wisdom, their own devising, depending for success on their riches and power, striving to strengthen
themselves by alliance with men whom the world calls great, but who fail to discern the binding claims of His
law.

If we forsake God and choose to worship self by placing our wisdom on the throne of decision, then we shall be
faced with attempting to save ourselves from the results of our choice, which we are unable to do. This is the
mystery of iniquity which began in heaven with Lucifer, was reproduced in the garden with Adam and Eve, was
alive and well in King Nebuchadnezzar, and still remains our battle today. Satan’s kingdom principles of self
dependance manifested in self exaltation, self preservation, and self salvation were produced in the ancient
kingdom of Babylon. Spiritual Babylon has come into Jerusalem (the church today), and besieged it. Until we
have forsaken the principles of self-exaltation and force manifested by Satan and Nebuchadnezzar, and learn
through the fruits of faith to implicitly trust and obey God, we will bring upon ourselves the fruits of that distrust.

This whole experiment in sin and its results, began with self trust, and sin with its results will not end until God’s
church learns to trust Him implicitly. The final self-exaltation of the end time antichrist, will be the final test to all
the world. The mark of the beast will reveal those who finally trust in God and those who finally trust in
themselves. Why we are still here on this earth? Christ’s coming depends on His church demonstrating that God
can be fully trusted, giving humanity an opportunity to know Him that they too might choose to trust Him
implicitly.

Proverbs 3.5 Trust in the LORD with all thine l‘leart; and lean not unto thine own
undcrstanding. 6) In all tl'ng ways acknowledgc Him, and He shall direct thg Patlﬁs. 7) Be not
wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and depar’c from evil.

The self exaltation of Lucifer:

Isaiah 14:12 How art thou fallen from hcaven) O LuciFerj son of the morningl how art thou cut
down to the ground, which didst weaken the nations! 1) For thou hast said in thine hear’c) J
will ascend into heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars of God: I will sit also upon the
mount of the congregation, in the sides of the north: 14) | will ascend above the heights of
the clouds; 1 will be like the most High.

Ezekiel 28:1 The word of the LORD came again unto me, saying, 2) Son of man, say unto the
Prince of Tyrus, Thus saith the Lord GOD; Because thine heart is lifted up, and thou hast
said, lama God, I sit in the seat of God, in the midst of the seas; yet thou art a man, and not
Gocl) though thou set thine heart as the heart of God:

Ezekiel 28:17 Thine heart was lifted up because of t]’xy bcauty) thou hast corruptccl t]ﬂy
wisdom bg reason of tlﬂg brightness: I will cast thee to the grounc], I will lag thee before kings)
that tl'leg may behold thee. 18) Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries bg the multitude of thine
inic]uitics) bg the inicluitg of thy traffick; therefore will 1 bring forth a fire from the midst of
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tl’]CC) it shall devour t]’xee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them
that behold thee.

The results of self-exaltation of Satan:
Isaiah 1415 Yet thou shalt be brought down to hell, to the sides of the Pit.

Ezekiel 28:18 Thou hast defiled thg sanctuaries bg the multitude of thine iniquities, bg the
inicluity of t]ﬁy traffick; therefore will 1 bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour
thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee.

Ezekiel 28:9 All theg that know thee among the People shall be astonished at thee: thou

shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more.

The self-exaltation of Adam & Eve:

Genesis 3:6 And when the woman saw that the tree was good for Food, and that it was
leasant to the eyes, and a tree to be desired to make one wise, she took of the fruit
tlﬂereoﬂ and did eat, and gave also unto her husband with her; and he did eat.

The result of self-exaltation of Adam & Eve:
Psalms 51:5 Behold, | was shapen in inic]uitg; and in sin did my mother conceive me.

Romans 5:14 Nevertheless death rcigned from Adam to Moses, even over them that had not

sinned after the similitude of Adam’s transgression, who is the ﬁgure of him that was to come.
The self-exaltation of Nebuchadnezzar, King of Babylon

Daniel 236 This is the dream; and we will tell the interPretation thereof before the king. 37)
T]’IOU, O king_, art a king of kings: for the God of heaven hath gven thee a kingclom, power,
and strength, and glory. 38) And wheresoever the children of men dwc”, the beasts of the
field and the fowls of the heaven hath He given into thine hand, and hath made thee ruler
over them all. Thou art this head of go!cl.

Daniel 4:30 The \(ing sPake) and said, Is not this great Baby[on, that | have built for the
house of the kingclom bg the mig]'\t of my power, and for the honour of my majestg?

The result of the self-exaltation of Nebuchadnezzar:

Daniel 4:31 While the word was in the king’s mou’chJ there fell a voice from heaven, saying, O
king Nebuchadnezzar) to thee itis sPoken; The kingdom is cleparted from thee.

Daniel 418 O thou king, the most high God gave Nebuchadnezzar t‘ﬁg father a kingclom, and
majes’cy, and glory, and honour: 19) And for the majcs’cy that He gave him, all People, nations,
and languagcs, trembled and feared before him: whom he would he slew; and whom he would
he kept alive; and whom he would he set up; and whom he would he Put down. 20) But when
his heart was lifted up, and his mind hardened in Priclq he was Aeposecl from his lcinglg
tlﬂrone, and theg took his glory from him: 21) And he was driven from the sons of men; and his
heart was made like the beasts, and his dwc”ing was with the wild asses: ’c]ﬂeg fed him with
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grass like oxen, and his bodg was wet with the dew of hcaven; till he knew that the most high
God ruled in the kingclom of men, and that He aPPointcth over it whomsoever He will.

The self-exaltation of Belshazzar, King of Babylon:

Daniel 5:1 Belshazzar the king made a great feast to a thousand of his lords, and drank wine
before the thousand. 2) Belshazzar, whiles he tasted the wine, commanded to bring the
golclen and silver vessels which his father Nebuchadnezzar had taken out of the temple which
was in Jerusalem; that the |<ing, and his Princes, his wives, and his concubines, might drink
therein. ) Then they brought the golden vessels that were taken out of the temple of the
house of God which was at Jerusalem; and the king, and his Princcs) his wives, and his
concubines, drank in them. 4) They drank wine, and Praised the gods of gold, and of silver,

of brass, of iron, of woocl, and of stone.

Daniel 5:25 But [’c]ﬁou Bels]']azzar], hast lifted up thgse!F agains‘c the Lord of hcaven; and
tl'ucg have brouglﬁt the vessels of His house before tl'uce, and tlﬁou, and thy lords, tl-ng wives,
and thg concubincsJ have drunk wine in them; and thou hast Praised the gods of silvcr) and
golcl, of brass, iron, wood, and stone, which see not, nor hear, nor know: and the God in

whose hand thg breath is, and whose are all thg ways, hast thou not gloriﬁecl:

The result of self-exaltation of Belshazzar:

Daniel 55 In the same hour came forth ﬁngers of a man’s hand, and wrote over against the
candlestick upon the P[aister of the wall of the king’s Palace: and the king saw the Part of the
hand that wrote.

Daniel 5:24 Then was the part of the hand sent from him; and this writing was written. 25)
And this is the writing that was written, MENE, MENE, TEKEL, UPHARSIN. 26) This is the
intchretation of the thing: MENE; God hath numbered thy kingdom, and finished it. 27)
TEKEL; Thou art weighed in the balances, and art found wanting, 28) PERES; Thg kingdom
is divided, and givento the Medes and Persians.

The self-exaltation of all the wicked:

Romans 1:25 who changcd the truth of God into a lie) and worshiPPed and served the

creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen.

Romans 1:28 And even as thcg did not like to retain God in their knowlcdge, God gave them
overtoa rcProbate [hardencd] mind, to do those things which are not convenient; 29) Being
filled with all unriglﬁteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of
envy, murder, debate, decett, malignitg; whisPcrers, 30) Backbiters, haters of God,
c]espitmcul, Proud, boas’cers, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31 Without

unc[erstan&ing, covenantbreakers, without natural affection, imPIacable, unmerciful:

The result of the self-exaltation of all the wicked:

Romans 1:32 Who knowing thejudgmcnt of God, that theg which commit such things are
worthg of death} not onlg do the same, but have Pleasure in them that do them.
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Romans 6:2% For the wages of sinis deat]'l; but the ghct of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

James 1:15 Let no man say when he is temPted, | am temPted of God: for God cannot be
temPted with evil, neither temPteth He any man: 14) But every man is temp’ced, when he is
drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 15) Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth
sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 16) Do not err, my beloved brethren. 17)
Everg goocl gi{:t and every Pencect giFt is from above, and cometh down from the Father of

lig"lts, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning,

Matthew 2546 And these shall go away into everlasting Punishmentz but the righteous into

life eternal.

Malachi 43 And ye shall tread down the wickeci; for t]’xeg shall be ashes under the soles of
your feet in the clay that | shall do this, saith the LORD of hosts.

Obadiah 16 For as ye have drunk upon my holg mountain, so shall all the heathen drink
continua”g, yea, theg shall drink) and theg shall swallow ClOW[‘l, and they shall be as though
tlﬂeg had not been.

The self-exaltation of the last day antichrist:

Revelation 1%:1 And I stood upon the sand of the sea, and saw a beast rise up out of the sea,
having seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten crowns, and upon his heads the

name O1C Hasphemg .

Revelation 33 And | saw one of his heads as it were wounded to death; and his deadlg
wound was healed: and all the world wondered after the beast. 4) And theg worshipped the
c]ragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshiPPed the beast) saying, Who is like
unto the beast? who is able to make war with him? ... 8) And all that dwell upon the earth
shall worslﬂiP him, whose names are not written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from the

foundation of the world.

The result of the self-exaltation of the last day antichrist:

Revelation 13:10 He that leadeth into caPtivi’cg shall £0 into caPtivitgz he that killeth with the
sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the Patience and the faith of the saints.

Revelation 19:20 And the beast was taken, and with him the false Prophet that wroug"lt
miracles before him, with which he deceived them that had received the mark of the beast,
and them that worshilopecl his image. These both were cast alive into a lake of fire burning

with brimstone.

The Scriptures reveal without a doubt, that there are natural consequences to our actions. Nothing is arbitrarily
imposed. Every cause lawfully produces its natural effect.

Proverbs 26:2 As the bird bg wanclering as the swallow bg ﬂging, so the curse causeless shall

not come.

Galatians 6:7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth) that shall

he also reap.
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Why does God not want us to worship other gods?

Exodus 203 Thou shalt have no other gods before me. 4) Thou shalt not make unto thee
any graven image, or any ikeness of any thing that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth: 5) Thou shalt not bow down thgsehc to ’chem,
nor serve them: for | the LORD thy God am ajealous God, visiting the inic]uitg of the fathers
upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me;

Hosea 13:4 Yet | am the LORD tl'lg God from the land of Eggpt, and thou shalt know no go&
but me: for there is no saviour beside me.
It’s obvious to most of us that the gods of wood and stone are not able to save us, but how many realize that
they cannot be saved trusting their own wisdom more than they trust the Word of God?
Proverbs 3.5 Trust in the LORD with all thine hcart; and lean not unto thine own
unclerstancling. ) In all thg ways acknowleclgc Him, and He shall direct thg Paths. 7) Be not
wise in thine own eyes: fear the LORD, and c]epar’c from evil.

What is the result of worshipping other gods?

Judges 10:1% Yet ye have forsaken me, and served other gocls: wherefore I will deliver you no
more. 14) Go and cry unto the gocls which ye have choscn; let them deliver you in the time of

your tribulation.

2 Chronicles 30:7 And be not ye like your Fathers, and like your bre’chren, which tresPassec]
against the LORD God of their Fathers, who therefore gave them up to cleso!ation, as ye
see.
The heart of God expresses deep sorrow when He is rejected and cannot save the sinner from the
consequences of his sin.
Psalm 81:11-15 But my Pcoplc would not hearken to my voice; and Israel would none of me. So |
gave them up unto their own hearts’ lust: and theg walked in their own counsels. Oh that my

PCOPIC hacl hearkene& unto me, ancl lsrael hacl wa”«acl in mg ways!

Matthew 25:37 O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, thou that killest the Prophets, and stonest them
which are sent unto thee, how often would 1 have gathercd thy children togctl'lcr, even as a

hen gatheretlﬁ her chickens under her wings, and ye would not!

Mark 3.5 And when He had looked round about on them with anger, being grieved for the
hardness of their hearts,

It is Lucifer who exalted himself and will finally be abased, but christ humbled Himself and will be exalted.
Matthew 25:12 And whosoever shall exalt himself shall be abasecl; and he that shall humble
himself shall be exalted.

The battle between Christ and Satan is over our minds:

1John 44 Ye are of God, little clﬁildren, and have overcome them: because greater is He that

is in you, than he that is in the world.

PhiliPPEans 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus: 6) Who, being in the
form of God, thouglﬂt it not robbery to be cqual with God: 7) But made Himself of no
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reputation, and took upon Him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:
8) And being found in fashion as a man, He humbled Himself, and became obedient unto
death, even the death of the cross. 9 Wherefore God also hath IﬁigHg exalted Him, and

givcn Him a name which is above every name:

In order to have the mind of Christ, we must allow the Holy Spirit to renew our mind.

Ephesians 4:2% And be renewed in the sPirit oggour mind;

Colossians 3:10 And have Put on the new man, which is renewed in knowledgc after the imagc
of him that created him:

2Corinthians 10:5 Casting down imagjnations, and every high thing that exalteth itself against
the knowIedge of God, and bringing into captivity every tlﬂouglﬂt to the obedience of d‘]ris’c;

Jeremiah 9:23 Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the
mightg man glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: 24) But let him that
glorie’ch glorg in this, that he understandeth and knoweth me, that | am the LORD which
exercise Iovinglcinclness) Juclgment) and righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I
deliglﬂt, saith the LORD.

James 410 Humble goursclvcs in the sight of the Lord, and He shall lift you up.

1Peter 5:6 Humble 3ourselves therefore under the mighty hand of Gocl, that He may exalt you

in due time:

The warfare against self is the greatest battle that was ever fought. The yielding of self, surrendering all to the
will of God, and being clothed with humility, possessing that love that is pure, peaceable, and easy to be
entreated, full of gentleness and good fruits (James 3:17), is not an easy attainment. And yet it is our privilege
and our duty to be a perfect overcomer here. The soul must submit to God before it can be renewed in
knowledge and true holiness. The holy life and character of Christ is a faithful example. His confidence in His
Heavenly Father was unlimited. His obedience and submission were unreserved and perfect. He came not to be
ministered unto, but to minister to others. He came not to do His own will, but the will of Him that sent Him. In all
things He submitted Himself to Him that judgeth righteously; and from the lips of the Saviour of the world was
heard these words, “I can of my own self do nothing”

John 530 | can of mine own self do nothing: as | ]'lcar, ljudgc: and my judgmcnt isjus’c;

because I seek not mine own will, but the will of the Father which hath sent me.

Man’s greatest enemy is himself. When he comes under the deceptive power of Satan, he obstinately insists on
carrying out his own devisings. The great battle of life is with self, to restrain the passions, and bring them into
subjection to the mental and moral faculties. Yet the power of Christ is stronger than the power of Satan, and
through human beings who are sanctified by His presence, God causes to flow forth to the world the knowledge
of His infinite love.

We have a great battle before us in order to overcome. We have let self get the victory. This victory is not gained
without effort. The Christian life is a battle and a march, but the victory to be gained is not won by human power.
The field of conflict is the domain of the heart. The battle which we have to fight—the greatest battle that was
ever fought by man—is the surrender of self to the will of God, the yielding of the heart to the sovereignty of
love. The old nature, born of blood and of the will of the flesh, cannot inherit the kingdom of God. The hereditary
tendencies, the formed habits, must be given up, then self will be hid in Christ.

Galatians 2:20 1 am crucified with Christ: nevertheless 1 live; yet not |, but Christ liveth in me:
and the life which 1 now live in the flesh 1 live bg the faith of the Son of God, who loved me,

and gave Himself for me.
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PhiliPPians 1:6 Being confident of this very tl’xing, that He which hath begun a goocl work in
you will Pcmcorm it until the clay of Jesus Christ:

IThessalonians 5:24 Faithful is He that calleth you, who also will do it.

ZTimothg 1112 For the which cause 1 also suffer these things: nevertheless | am not ashamed:
for 1 know whom 1 have believecl, and am Persuaclecl that He is able to kecP that which 1 have
committed unto Him against that dag.

James 47 Submit 3ourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. 8)
Draw nigh to God, and He will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and Purhcg
your hearts, ye double minded.

2Peter 1:4 Whercbg are given unto us exceeding great and Precious Promises: that bg these
ye miglﬁt be Partakers of the divine nature, Having cscaped the corruPtion that is in the world
through lust.

PrePared }35 Cinclg Robinson
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