The Strugg[e’s Victorious CRemec{y
A Stucfy on Romans 8:1-18

Introduction: The struggle of Romans 7

In Romans chapter seven, Paul describes his experience when he finally comes to realize from the
commandment which says, “thou shalt not covet,” that he was in fact a sinner. Before he encountered Christ,
he had claimed sinlessness, “touching the righteousness which is in the law, blameless.” He came to
acknowledge that it was he who needed to die to sin, and recognized that the law was “holy, and the
commandment holy, and just, and good,” and therefore had a purpose in the plan of salvation. The purpose of
the law was to reveal sin and the sinners’ need of a Saviour to save them from the sin that leads to death. In
Romans chapter six, he ended with the declaration that “the wages of sin is death.” He also taught in Romans
six, that in order to be saved from that death, spiritually speaking, the old man or nature must die to sin and be
resurrected “in newness of life.” He taught that if you have the faith to “reckon ye also yourselves to be dead
indeed unto sin,” then “sin shall not have dominion over you for ye are not under the law, but under grace,”
“the power of God unto salvation.”

In Romans chapter seven, Paul gave us an allegory of one woman being married to two men, which is
transgression of the commandment which says, “thou shalt not commit adultery,” in order to illustrate how
salvation from sin takes place. The woman can only be free from sin and its results if she marries Christ, and
in order to marry Christ and have “newness of life,” the old husband, that old sinful nature must first die.

He describes the battle between the sinful nature and his desire to be freed from sin and its effects. He calls
this sinful nature “the law of sin and death.” Every law has the property of cause and effect as described in
Proverbs.

Proverbs 26:2 As the bird bg wanclering, as the swallow bg ﬂging, so the curse causeless

sha” not come.

The law of commandments also has built within it cause and effect. Without the cause, the curse shall not
come as proclaimed in Proverbs 26:2.
Romans 6:2% For the wages of sinis death; but the ghct of God is eternal life throug]'] Jesus
Christ our Lord.
Sin is the transgression of the law, and the effect of transgressing the law is death. God graciously has made
provision through Christ that we not suffer the effect of our transgression of the law. Christ became the curse
that we may escape the curse. However, that does not negate the unchangeable law of cause and effect,

therefore He has promised us that He can deliver us from sin as well, but only through faith in His ability. In
other words, we are not saved by grace unless we are changed by grace.

Let’s now explore Paul’s teaching about how we are to be changed by grace.
Romans 8:1

Romans 8:1 There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus, who
walk not after the ﬂcsh) but after the SPiri’c.

There is no curse, no death, to them who are in Christ. What does it mean to be “in Christ?”
ZTimot]ﬂg 1:1 Paul, an aPostlc of Jesus Christ 139 the will of God, according to the Promise of
life which is in Christ Jesus,

The promise of life is “in Christ Jesus.” How did this come about? Through the magnanimous grace of God, a
provision has been made to save us from the penalty of sin which is death. It is a gift, but the gift can only be
ours if we accept it.
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John .16 For God so loved the worlcl, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever

believeth in Him should not Perisn, but have everlasting life.

God’s eternal character of love always purposed that as soon as there was sin, there would be a Saviour. God
well knowing Satan deceived us regarding His character, the nature of sin, and the place of the law in the plan
salvation, made a way to reconcile us to Himself by revealing the truth regarding His character, the nature of
sin, and the place of the law in the plan salvation, through Christ.

ZTimo’cng 1:9 Who hath saved us, and called us with an nolg ca”ing, not according to our

works, but accorcling to His own purpose and grace, which was given us in Christ Jesus

before the world began,

Not only have we been deceived by Satan, but the very nature of sin deceives us. How did we obtain this
nature of sin? We inherited the tendency to sin from Adam.

Romans 5:12 Wneremcore, as bg one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and so

death Passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

Through Christ God made a way of escaping “the law of sin and death,” our inherited nature from Adam.
1Corinthians 15:22 For as in Adam all clie, even so in Christ shall all be made alive.

Romans 5:10 For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God bﬂ the death of His

Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved 139 His life.
Just before Christ died, He stated, “Father forgive them for they know not what they do,” and then He said, “It
is finished.” The provision had been made, but not all will accept the free gift, though provided for all the world.

God would not impute their sins unto them, instead giving them an opportunity through Christ to be reconciled
to Him.

2Corinthians 5:19 To wit, that God was in Christ, reconci!ing the world unto Himself, not

imputingtneir trespasses unto them; and hath committed unto us the word of reconciliation.

It is through Christ that the world could be freely rendered innocent and redeemed.
Romans %:24 Beingjustiﬁecl Freelg bg His grace tnrougn the reclem[:)tion that is in Christ

Jesus:

However, as stated above, not all will accept this free gift. Yet, “the gift by grace, which is by one man, Jesus
Christ, hath abounded unto many.”

Romans 5:15 But not as the oxcxcence, s0 also is the free ghct For if tnrough the offence of
one many be dead, much more the grace of God, and the giFt by grace, which is bg one man,
Jesus Cnrist, hath abounded unto manuy.

All the world inherited “the law of sin and death” from Adam, but the promise of God in Christ to redeem us
from “the law of sin and death,” is accomplished through the “obedience of One.” And through that “One,”
“shall many be made righteous.” Through His death, righteousness was imputed to us, treating us as if we had
never sinned. Much more, His righteous life gives us an opportunity to have His righteousness imparted to us.

Romans 5:18 Therefore as by the offence of one juclgment came upon all men to

condemnation even so bu the rig;nteousness OF One tne free Q;hct came upon a” men unto

|ustlﬁcatlon of life. 19) For as 139 one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so bg the

OdeICﬂCC OF One Shan many bC macle ng;nteous
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Romans 5:9 Much more then, being nowjus’ciﬁccl 139 His blood, we shall be saved from wrath
throug}’l Him. 10) For iF, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of

His Son, much more, being reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

Romans 8:2

Another law which also has the property of cause and effect can set us free from “the law of sin and death.”
Romans 8:2 For the law of the SPirit of life in Christ Jesus hath made me free from the law of
sin and death.

How do we obtain this freedom? By choosing to receive the gift of life and surrendering our will in order to be
born again, born of the second Adam. Once we are adopted as sons of God, we have new tendencies
because God sends the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus into our hearts.

Romans 8:15 For ye have not received the sPiri’c of bondage again to Fcar; but ye have

received the SPirit of acloption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.

Galatians 4:6 And because ye are sons, God hath sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your
hearts, crying, Abba, Father.

Romans 8:14 For as many as are led bg the SPirit of God, theg are the sons of God.

If we have “the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” in our hearts, we become a new creature, the old nature has been
crucified with Christ and we have Christ dwelling in our hearts.

2Corinthians 5:17 Therefore if any man be in Chris’c, he is a new creature: old things are

PaSSCCl awag; }:)ChOlCl, a” thmgs are }DCCOYT'IC Nnew.

It is through responding to “the promise of life which is in Christ Jesus,” that we “become partakers of the
divine nature,” empowering us to escape “the corruption that is in the world through lust.”

2Peter 1:4 Whereby are given unto us cxceecling grcat and Prccious Promises: that bg these
ye mig}‘xt be Partakers of the divine nature, having escapcd the corrup‘cion that is in the
world througlﬁ lust.

It is by faith in Christ that these promises have their effect.
Galatians %.26 For yeare all the children of God bg faith in Christ Jesus.

The Word bids us to let Christ’s mind be in us which will bear fruits of righteousness.

PhiIiPPians 2:5 Let this mind be in you, which was also in Christ Jesus:
Once you allow Christ to come in and dwell with you, and you continue to be “in Christ,” He will work in you to
produce righteousness.

PhiIiPPians 2:13 For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of His goocl

Pleasure.

EPhesians 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works,

which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them.

EP]ﬂesians 3:14 For this cause | bow my knees unto the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, 15)
Of whom the whole garnilg in heaven and earth is namecl, 16) That He would grant you,
according to the riches of His glory, to be strengthened with migl—lt by His SPirit in the inner
man; 17) That Christ may dwell in your hearts }33 faith; that ye, being rooted and grouncled
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in love, 18) May be able to comPrelﬂend with all saints what is the breaclth) and lcngth, and
deP’cl'l, and I’xeight; 19) And to know the love of Chris’c) which Passe’cl’) knowledge, that ye
migl'lt be filled with all the fulness of God. 20) Now unto Him that is able to do exceecling
abundantlg above a” that we ask or thmk accordmg to the power that worketh in us, 21)

Unto Him be g[org in the church bg Christ Jesus throughout all ages, world without end.

Amen.
The Place of The Law in The Plan of Salvation
Romans 8:3

Romans 8:3 For what the law could not cloJ in that it was weak through the ﬂesh, God

senclir\g His own Son in the likeness of sinful ﬂesh) and for sin, condemned sin in the flesh:

Because we inherited “the law of sin and death” from Adam, we are unable in our sinful flesh, that is our sinful
nature, to keep the law of God. The love of God constrained Him to give His only begotten Son that He might
rescue us from sin and death.

Romans 8:32 He that sParcd not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He

not with Him also xcreelg give us all things?
Christ partook of our sinful nature that we might partake of His divine nature and escape the consequences of
sin which is death. Christ’s flesh cried out for satisfaction just as ours does, yet through the power of God, He

resisted the impulses to sin in order to show us that we too, through the grace of God can resist the
temptations to sin.

Hebrews 2:9 But we see Jesus, who was made a little lower than the angels for the sugering
of cieat]’x) crowned with glory and honour; that He bg the grace of God should taste death
for every man. 10) For it became Him, for whom are all tlﬁingsJ and bg whom are all things, in
bringing many sons unto glorg) to make the ca[:)tain of their salvation Pemccct through
sugerings.

Hebrews 2:14 Forasmuch then as the children are Partakers of flesh and bloocl, He [Cl’]rist]
also Himself likewise took Par’c of the same; that ’c]ﬂrough death He might destrog him that
had the power of death, that is, the devil; 15) And deliver them who througlﬁ fear of death
were all their lifetime subjec’c to bondagc. 16) For vcrily He took not on Him the nature of
angels; but He took on Him the seed of Abraham. 17) Wherefore in all things it behoved Him
to be made like unto His brethren, that He might be a merciful and faithful high Priest in
things Pertaining to God, to make reconciliation for the sins of the People. 18) For in that He
Himself hath suffered being ’cemptcd, He is able to succour them that are tempted.

Hebrews 4:15 For we have not an high Pricst which cannot be touched with the Fecling of
our inﬁrmities; but was in all Points temptecl like as we are, 3e’c without sin. 16) Let us
therefore come bolc”g unto the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy, and find grace

to helP in time of need.

1Corinthians 10:1% There hath no ’cemptation taken you but such as is common to man: but
God is Faithxcu!, who will not suffer you to be tcm[:)ted above that ye are able; but will with
the ’cemPtation also make a way to escape, that ye may be able to bear it.
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Romans 8:4
Romans 8:4 That the riglnteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the
flesh, but after the SPirit.

The whole purpose of God “sending His own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh,” was so “That the
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us.” Without “the righteousness of the law” fulfilled in us, we have

no hope of salvation.
IThessalonians 43 For this is the will of God, even your sanctiﬁcation, that ye should

abstain from fornication:

Hebrews 12:14 Follow peace with all men, and holiness, without which no man shall see the
Lord:

Thessalonians 3.5 To the end He may stablish your hearts unblameable in holiness before

God, even our I:at"ler, at the coming, of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints.

EPhesians 5:27 That He might present it to Himself a glorious church) not having spot, or
wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holg and without blemish.
IPeter 1:9 Receiving the end ofyour Faith, even the salvation of your souls.

Notice that Romans 8:4 did not say that the righteousness of the law might be fulfilled by us, but in us. There
is a big difference between by us, and in us, and Paul has been emphasizing it throughout the book of
Romans. We are not saved by works but by “grace through faith.” Works are not the root of salvation but the
fruit. We are not saved by works, we are not saved without works, but we are saved by grace though faith that
works by love. In other words, we are not saved by grace unless we are changed by grace.

Romans 8:5
Romans 8:5 For thcy that are after the flesh do mind the ’ci’xings of the ‘HCS]’I; but t]ﬁeg that
are after the SPirit the ’chings of the SPirit.

We have a choice to make. Are we going to allow the flesh to rule, making us a servant of sin, or are we going
to invite “the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” to rule in our hearts and minds making us "servants to righteousness
unto holiness” “and the end everlasting life.”

Romans 8:6
Romans 8:6 For to be carna“y minded is death; but to be spiri’cuang minded is life and
peace.

Carnally means fleshly. If we allow the flesh to rule over us, we shall sin and that will lead to death.

Romans 8:7

Romans 8:7 Because the carnal mind is enmity [hostile, in oPPosition to] against God: for it

is not subjcct [subordinatc] to the law of God, neither indeed can be.

Because “the law of sin and death” can only produce unrighteousness, it must be replaced by “the law of the
Spirit of life in Christ Jesus,” which allows God “to work in you His will and good pleasure,” “that the
righteousness of the law might be fulfilled in us.” In allegorical terms, the old husband must die if we are to be

married to Christ.
Romans 8:8

Romans 8:8 So then theg that are in the ﬂesh cannot Piease God.
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It is inevitably true that we cannot please God while we are motivated by the flesh. It is His good pleasure to
give us the kingdom.

Luke 12:32 Fear not, little ﬂock; for it is your Father’s good Pleasure to give you the
kingdom.

Romans 8:9

Romans 8:9 But ye are not in the flesh, but in the SPiri’c) if so be that the Spiri’c of God dwell
in you. Now if any man have not the SPirit of Christ, he is none of His.

We are not in the flesh if we are in Christ, and Christ is in us working His will and good pleasure. If the Spirit of
Christ is not in us, we have not been adopted and are not the sons of God.

Romans 8:10

Romans 8:10 And if Christ be in you, the bodg is dead because of sin; but the Spiri’c is life

bCCE)USC OF righteousncss.

If the Spirit of Christ dwells in our hearts, He will work in us to fulfill righteousness in us as we obey. Our
bodies may die, but we are assured of eternal life.

Romans 8:11

Romans 8:11 But if the SPirit of Him that raised up Jesus from the dead dwell in you, He that
raised up Christ from the dead shall also quiclcen your mortal bodies bg His SPirit that
dwelleth in you.

If we choose to allow “the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” to dwell in us, we are assured of resurrection
unto eternal life should we die.

Romans 8:12, 13

Romans 8:12 Theremcore) brethren, we are clebtors, not to the Hesh) to live after the flesh. 1%)
For it ye live after the ﬂesh, ye shall die: but if ye through the Spiri’c do morthcg [to ki“] the
deeds of the bodg, ye shall live.

The wages of sin is death, but if we allow “the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” to set us free from “the law of sin

and death,” we will mortify the sins of the flesh as we trust in the “promises” of God, “perfecting holiness in the
fear of God.”

2Corinthians 7:1 Having therefore these Promises, dear|9 be[ovecl, let us cleanse ourselves

from all filthiness of the flesh and sPirit) PerFecting holiness in the fear of God.

Romans 8:14, 15

Romans 8:14 For as many as are led 59 the SPirit of God, theg are the sons of God. 15) For
ye have not received the sPirit of bonclage again to fear; but ye have received the SPirit of
adoPtion) wherebg we cry, Abba, Father.

We need not fear bondage to sin because we have received the spirit of adoption, therefore we are the sons
of God and heirs “according to the promise.”

Galatians 3:26 For ye are all the children of God bg faith in Christ Jesus. 27) For as many of
you as have been baPtizecl into Christ have Pu’c on Christ. 28) There is neither Jew nor

Greek, there is neither bond nor free, there is neither male nor female: for ye are all one in
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Christ Jesus. 29) And if ye be Chris’c’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs accorcling to

the Promise.

Romans 8:16

Romans 8:16 The SPirit itself beareth witness with our sPirit, that we are the children of God:
The Spirit will reveal to us “that we are the children of God.”

Romans 8:17
Romans 8:17 And if chilclren, then hcirs; heirs of God, ancljoint-hcirs with d’xrist; if so be
that we suffer with Him, that we may be also gloriﬁecl ’cogethcr.

Just as Christ “suffered being tempted,” “yet without sin,” we too must go through this struggle with the
temptations of our flesh. We can be at peace knowing that Christ working in us is well able to keep us from
falling and to present us faultless before His Father.

Jude 24 Now unto Him that is able to keeP you from Fa”ing, and to Present you faultless
before the presence of His glorg with exceeclingjog,

Romans 8:18

Romans 8:18 For | reckon tha’c the 5u1C1Cerings of this Present time are not wor’chg to be
comParecl with the glorg which shall be revealed in us.

Colossians 1:26 Even the mystery which hath been hid from ages and from generations, but

now is made manifest to His saints: 27) To whom God would make known what is the riches

of the giorg of this mystery among the Gentiles; which is Christ in you, the hol:)e ogglory:
Lest we come away thinking that our salvation is wholly dependent on our works of righteousness, be assured
that we have no righteousness of ourselves.

Isaiah 646 But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as ﬁlthy rags;

and we all do fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away.

Titus 3:5 Not bﬂ works of righteousness which we have done, but accorc]ing to His mercy He
saved us, bg the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holg Ghost; 6) Which He
shed on us abunclantly through Jesus Christ our Saviour; 7) That beingjustiﬁecl bg His
grace, we should be made heirs according to the hoPe of eternal life. 8) This is a faithful
saying, and these things I will that thou affirm constantly, that t]’leg which have believed in
God miglﬁt be careful to maintain gooc] works. These tlﬁings are good and Proﬁtable unto

men.

Prcparc& by Cinclrj Robinson
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