How To lnterpret The Bible

In this study we are going to look at some Bible passages and discover upon deeper examination that their
meanings differ from what a mere surface reading suggests. We will find that the Bible will often say something in
one place that doesn’t seem to match the thoughts found in another place. Does the Bible contradict itself? Can it
be trusted? As we learn to allow scripture to interpret itself we will find that the Bible is harmonious and can
indeed be trusted. Do you find a difference between the God of the Old Testament and the God of the New
Testament? Is it true that God never changes but is the same yesterday, today and always? Are there principles of
interpretation that we need to learn in order to “rightly divide the Word of Truth?” (2Timothy 2:15) Let’s take a
closer look.

Satan is a liar and a murderer from the beginning:

John 8:44 Ve are of your father the devi[, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a
murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him.
When he speake’c]ﬂ alie, he sPeake’ch of his own: for he is aliar, and the father of it.

Satan has deceived the whole world:

Revelation 12:9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serl:)ent) called the Devil, and

Satan, which deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the carth, and his angels were

cast out with him.

We must pray for the Holy Spirit to guide if we would have true understanding. Sin began through Satan’s
subtleties in making the Word of God of none effect. He subtly projects his own character traits to the Creator and
it results in distrust of God. When we find strong language that does not seem to describe loving behavior, we
must take a deeper look to unveil the truth.

How can we know the truth?

To know the truth, one must dig deep for the treasures are not found in a mere surface reading. A superficial
reading produces a superficial understanding.
Matthew 7.7 Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and ye shall ﬁncl; knock, and it shall be
oPcned unto you: 8) For every one that asketh receiveth; and he that seeketh ﬁnclcth; and
to him that knocketh it shall be opened. 9) Or what man is there of you, whom if his son ask
bread, will he give him a stone?10) Or if he ask a fish, will he gjve hima serpent? 1)) hcgc then,
being evil, know how to give good ghcts unto your children, how much more shall your Father
which is in heaven give good things to them that ask Him?

The Holy Spirit will guide us into all truth:

John 16:13 Howbeit when He, the SPirit of truth, is come, He will guic]e you into all truth: for
He shall not sl:)eak of Himsel?; but whatsoever He shall hear, that shall He sPeak: and He
will shew you things to come.

Spiritual things are spiritualy discerned:

ICorinthians 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear hearcl, neither have entered
into the heart of man, the tlﬂings which God hath Prelsarecl for them that love Him. 10) But
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God hath revealed them unto us bg His SPirit: for the Spiri’c searcheth all things, yea, the
dccp things of God.

J

ohn 7:17 1f any man will do His will, he shall know of the doctrine, whether it be of God, or

whe’c]ﬂer | speak OF mysel?.

If we take pleasure in unrighteousness, we'll be deceived and lost:

2Thessalonians 2:9 Even him, [tl"nc antichrist] whose coming is after the worldng of Satan

with all power and signs and lging wonclers, 10) And with all deceivableness of

unrighteousness in them that Perish; because theg received not the love of the truth, that

thcg rnig]ﬂt be saved. 11) And for this cause God shall send them strong dclusion, that they
should believe a lie: 12) That thcy all migh’c be damned who believed not the truth, but had

Plcasure n unrigl-lteousnes&

Will there be any new light?

Proverbs 418 But the Pat]’] of thcjust is as the shining Iight, that shineth more and more
unto the Permccct day.

Principles of Interpretation:

What a

1.
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re some of the principles of interpretation essential to rightly divide the Word of Truth?
The Bible is its own interpreter.

The Bible demands deep research.

Does the passage violate freewill?

Does the passage violate cause and effect?

Is it a good gift or a bad gift?

God takes credit for that which He allows.

The age-old deception of God'’s attributes must be revealed.

Examples of mere manners of speech not intended to be taken literally

Examples of language that need to be interpreted with the understanding God’s thoughts are not ours

10. Examples of God’s accommodating, permissive will

1

1. Examples of apparently contradictory passages

1) The Bible is its own interpreter.

Even though men who interpret the Bibles may have their preconceived distinct views regarding its interpretation,
yet God has guarded His word. The great truths of the Bible may be found by comparing scripture with scripture.

Isaiah 28:10 For PrecePt must be upon Precept, Precept upon Precept; line upon line, line

upon linc; here a littlc, and there a little:

When we compare Scripture with Scripture, we will find the Bible is perfectly harmonious. It will interpret itself.

2) The Bible demands deep research.

We are told that the treasures of the Word of God are not merely on the surface. We must dig as for hidden
treasure.
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Matthew 13:44 Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto treasure hid in a ﬁcld; the which
when a man hath 1Counc1, he hiclcth, and gorjog thereof gocth and selleth all that he ha’c]’l,
and bugetl'w that field.

John 5:39 Search the scrip’cures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and theg are theg
which testiﬁd of me.

Acts 17:11 These were more noble than those in T‘ﬂessalonica, in that they received the word

with all readiness of mind, and searched the scriPturcs claily, whether those tl-nings were so.

ZTimo’chy 2:15 Study to shew thgsel]c aPProved unto God, aworkman that needeth not to be
ashamec], rightlg divicling the word of truth.

3) Does the passage violate freewill?

2Corinthians ;17 Now the Lord is that SPiri’c: and where the SPirit of the Lord is, there is
|ibert3.

Joshua 2415 And if it seem evil unto you to serve the LORD, choose you this clag whom ye
will serve; whether the gods which your fathers served that were on the other side of the

ﬂood, or the gocls of the Amorites, in whose land ye dwell: but as for me and my house, we
will serve the LORD.

4) Does the passage violate cause and effect?

Galatians 6:5 Be not cleceivecl; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall

]’IC also reaP.

Proverbs 26:2 As the bird bg wanclering, as the swallow bg ﬂging, so the curse causeless

shall not come.
(In other words, just as sure as a bird wanders and just as sure as the swallow flys, so also if there is no cause
there will be no curse.)
5) Is it a good gift or a bad gift?

James 1:16 Do not err, my beloved brethren. 17) Everg good ghct and every Pemcec’c giFt is
from above, and cometh down from the Father of lig}nts, with whom is no variableness,

neither shadow of turning.
6) God takes credit for that which He allows.
The Story of Job

The story of Job is the clearest example of this principle that God takes credit for that which He allows. Satan
claims the only reason Job serves Him is because God has prospered him and put a hedge of protection about
him. Satan challenges God to afflict Job suggesting that Job will turn from God. Job represents the remnant
church of God who fear God, shun evil by keeping His commandments and glorify Him thus vindicating Him from
the original accusations of Satan.

In this story we will find four different people crediting to God the afflictions of Job.

1. Satan

2. The servant
3. Job

4. God
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- Satan twice credits God with afflicting Job.
Job 1:11 But Put Forth thine hancl now, and ’couch a” that ]’IC l’lat"l, and he wi” curse tl‘lCC to
thy face.

Job 2:4 And Satan answered the LORD, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will
he give for his life. 5) But Put forth thine hand NOw, and touch his bone and his ﬁesh, and he

will curse thee to tlﬂg face.

Following, we have a clear statement of God giving permission to Satan, although limited.
Job 1:12 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thg power; only upon
himself Put not forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD.

- The servant credits God for afflicting Job.
Job 1:16 The fire of God is fallen from heaven) and hath burned up the shccp, and the
servants, and consumed them;

- Job credits God, not once but twice.

Job 1:21 And saicl, Naked came I out of my mother’s womb, and naked shall 1 return thither:
the LORD gave, and the LORD hath taken awau; blessed be the name of the LORD.

Job 2:9 Then said his wife unto him, Dost thou still retain thine integrity? curse God, and die.
10) But he said unto hcr, Thou sPcakest as one of the foolish women sPcaketH What? shall

we receive goocl at the hand of God, and shall we not receive evil? In all this did not Job sin

with his liPs.
- The Lord Himself takes the credit.
Job 2:3 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is

none like him in the cartl"n, a Pcmcect and an uPright man, one that feareth God, and
escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast his integrity, although thou movedst me against him,

to clestrou him without cause.

- The truth is revealed, Satan is the destroyer.
Job 2:6, 7 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life. So
went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and smote Job with sore boils from the

sole of his foot unto his crown.

The story of the plagues of Egypt.
- God slew the firstborn of Egypt:

Exodus 12:12 For | will pass through the land of Eggl:)t this night, and will smite all the
firstborn in the land of Eggp’c, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Eggp’c I will
executejuclzmer\t | am the LORD. %) And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the

houses where ye are: and when | see the blood I will pass over you, [spare & protcct] and

the Plaguc shall not be upon you to clcstroy you, whcn | smite the land o1c Eggpt 23) For the
LORD will pass througlﬁ to smite the Eggptlans, and when he seeth the blood upon the
lintel, and on the two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and will not suffer

[a“ow] the destrouer to come in unto your houses to smite you.
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7) The age-old misapprehension of God’s attributes must be revealed.

In the beginning Satan deceived Eve regarding the character of God. He subtlety suggested to her that God had
lied to her desiring to be self-serving and therefore she could not trust Him.
Genesis 3:4 And the serpent said unto the woman, Ye shall not surelg die: 5) For God doth

know that in thc dau ye eat therco{:, then your eyes sha” bc oPened, and ye sha” be as

goc]s, lmowinggood and evil.

Not only did Satan misrepresent God, but the very nature of sin caused Adam and Eve to be ashamed and fearful
of God.

Genesis 3:9 And the LORD God called unto Aclam, and said unto him, Where art thou? 10)
And he said, 1 heard thy voice in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked; and 1 hid

mgselxc.

Life eternal comes from knowing God, having entered into an intimate relationship with Him.
John 173 And this is life cternal, that ’c]ﬂeg might know thee the onlg true God, and Jesus
Christ, whom thou hast sent.

Not only are we deceived by Satan, but sin and shame also blinds us from understanding the character of God
and His gospel.

2Corinthians 43 But it our gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost: 4) In whom the goc]
of this world hath blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the g’orious
goslsel of Cl’]rist) who is the image of God, should shine unto them.

The lack of the glorious gospel of Christ will destroy us.

Hosea 4:6 My peopic are dcstroucd For Iack omc knowlcclg;e because thou hast rCJccted
knowledge | w:” also reJect thee that thou shalt be no Prlest to me: seemg thou hast
Forgo’cten the law of thg Gocl) fwill also Forget thg children.

What was this lack of knowledge?
Hosea 4:1 Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel: for the LORD hath a

controversy with the inhabitants of the Iand, because there is no truth, nor _mercy, nor
knowledge of God in the land.

The glory or character of the Lord shall fill the whole earth.
Habakkuk 2:14 For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the gloru of the LORD, as

the waters cover the sea.

Isaiah 60:1 Arise, shine; for thg light is come, and the glorg of the LORD is risen upon thee.
2) For, beholcl) the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the People: but the

LORD shall arise upon thee, and His g’orq shall be seen upon thee.
8) Examples of mere manners of speech not intended to be taken literally

If we were to overlook manners of speech, insisting on simplistic, literal Bible interpretation, what would we
conclude from the following verses?
- Does the sun literally rise and set?

Psalm 1133 From the rising of the sun unto the going down of the same the LORD’S name is

to be Praisecl.
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- Does God need to be reminded of His promises?
Genesis 9:16 And the bow shall be in the cloud; and 1 will look upon it, that | may remember

the ever[as‘cing covenant between God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the
earth.

- Does God need to come down to earth to verify what is happening?

Does God need to come down to earth to verify what is happening here or is He simply assuring us that He does
a thorough job of investigating?

Genesis 18:20 And the LORD said, Because the cry of sodom and Gomorrah is great, and

because their sin is very grievous; 21 1 will g0 down now, and see whether they have done

altogethcr according to the cry of it, which is come unto me; and if not, | will know.

- Will God rejoice to destroy Israel?
Deuteronomg 28:63 And it shall come to pass, that as the LORD rcjoiced over you to do
you goocl and to multlply you; so the LORD will re;OICC over you to c]estrou you, and to

brmg you to nought and ye shall be Plucked 1Crom off the land whither thou goest to
possess it.

- Will God laugh at the heathen?
Psalm 59:8 But thou, O LORD, shalt laugh at ’c]ﬂem; thou shalt have all the heathen in

derision.

- Would God call any of His human family dogs?
Matthew 15:22 And, behold, a woman of Canaan came out of the same coasts, and cried
unto Him, saging Have mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of David; my claughter is grievouslg
vexed with a devil. 2%) But He answered her not a word. And His clisciples came and
besoug}‘lt Him, saying, Send her away; for she crieth after us. 24) But He answered and

said, I am not sent but unto the lost sheep of the house of Israel. 25) Then came she and

worshippcd Him, saying, Lord, hcip me. 26) But He answered and said, It is not meet to take
the children’s bread, and to cast it to dogs.

- Does God ever hate anyone?
Romans 9:13 As it is written, Jacob have | loved, but Esau have | hated.

- Is God the originator of evil?
Isaiah 45:71 form the light, and create darkness: | make peace, and create evil: | the LORD
do all these things.

How did God create evil? By creating Lucifer perfect in the beginning, giving him freedom of choice, which is the
foundation of God’s love, which in turn is the foundation of God’s laws.

Ezekiel 28:15 Thou wast Permccct in t]'lg ways from the clay that thou wast created, till iniqui’cg

was found in thee.

- Did God creates darkness?

Isaiah 45:7 | form the liglﬂt) and create darkness: | make peace, and create evil: | the LORD
do all these things.
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We read that God created darkness and evil, but,
Isaiah 5:20 Woe unto them that call evil good, and good evil; that Put darkness for lig"lt, and
Iigl-lt for darkness; that Put bitter for sweet, and sweet for bitter!

1John 1:5 This then is the message which we have heard of Him, and declare unto you, that
God is Iight, and in Him is no darkness at all.

9) Examples of language that need to be interpreted with the understanding God’s thoughts are
not ours:

- God Repents:
Genesis 6:7 And the LORD said, | will clcstroy man whom I have created from the face of the
earth; both man, and bcast, and the cree[:)ing thing, and the fowls of the air; for it repentcth

me that | have made them.

Repentance is sorrow for sin and a turning away from it. Is God’s repentance the same as ours?
Numbers 25:19 God is not a man, that He should lie; neither the son of man, that He should
repent: hath He said, and shall He not do it? or hath He sPoken, and shall He not make it

good?

We must conclude then that God’s repentance and man’s repentance are not the same. In the following verse it
describes God’s repentance as grieving Him in His heart. Is He then grieved because of His sin or grieved
because of our sin?

Genesis 6:6 And it rePented the LORD that He had made man on the earth, and it grievecl
Him at His heart.

Hosea 11:8 speaks of His repenting regarding Ephraim whose end will be as those cities that were destroyed
along with Sodom and Gomorrah. It sorrowed Him in His heart that He had to give them up to destruction.

Hosea 11:8 How shall | gve thee up, Ephraim? how shall 1 deliver thee, Israel? how shall |

make thee as Admah? how shall | set thee as Zeboim? mine heart is turned within me, my

rePentings are kindled togcthcr.

. God Is Jealous:

Exodus 20:3,5 Thou shalt have no other gods before me...for 1 am aJiealous God.

Is God’s jealousy the same as ours? Hosea tells us that He is jealous for our salvation, an act of selflessness and
not selfishness.

Hosea 15:4 Yet | am the LORD t]’xy God from the land of Egypt, and thou shalt know no gocl

but me: for there is no saviour beside me.

- God Tempts:
Genesis 22:1 And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham, and said
unto him, Abraham: and he said, Behol&, here I am.

James clearly tells us that God does not tempt, neither is He responsible for lust, sin or death.
James 1:13-15 Let no man say when he is ’cempted I am temptec{ of God: for God cannot be

temPtcd with cvd nelthcr temptetl‘n He any man: But every man s temPted when he i 1S drawn

away of his own lust and entlced Then when lust ha’ch concelved it brmgeth forth sin: and
sin, when it is ﬁmshed) brmgeth forth death.
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James warns not to err and that only good comes from God.
James 1:16 Do not err, my beloved brethren. 17) Evcry good ghc’c and every Penccct ghc’c is from
above, and cometh down from the Father of lignts, with whom is no variableness, neither

shadow of turning.

Paul states the same thing:
Romans 6:2% For the wages of sinis deat]ﬂ; but the ghct of God is eternal life through Jesus
Christ our Lord.

- If God’s ways are not our ways, are God’s ways ever Satan’s ways?
Isaiah 55:8, 9 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith
the LORD. For as the heavens are higner than the earth, SO are my ways higner than your
ways, and my tnoughts than your thoughts.

1John %:8 He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For
this purpose the Son of God was manhcestcd, that He miglﬁt dcstrou the works of the devil.

- Is God's wrath the same as ours?

Satan has cleverly projected his own character traits to God and made Him to appear as a tyrant. Many fear God
instead of loving Him for who He really is.

James 1:20 For the wrath of man worketh not the rig]’lteousncss of God.
10) Examples of God’s accommodating, permissive will.

God allows us to choose, warns us of the results, yet condescends to guide us as much as we allow within the
lower standards we have chosen. Bible language even credits God for that which He allows, though in fact He is
only accommodating our choice to minimize harm as much as possible.

Deuteronomg 241 When a man hath taken a whcq and married her, and it come to pass that
she find no favour in his eyes, because he hath found some uncleanness in her: then let him

write her a bill of divorcement, and give itin her hand, and send her out of his house.

It would appear in Deuteronomy 24:1 that God approves divorce, yet Jesus revealed God’s perfect will “from the
beginning.” We see here God, in order to protect, accommodates but does not approve man’s lower standard of
marriage and divorce. Jesus revealed the higher standard, God’s perfect will.

Matthew 531 It hath been sald Whosoever shall put away his wnce let him g;ive her a wntlng;

of divorcement: 32) But | say unto you, That whosoever shall Put away hls W1Fe savnng for
the cause of Fornlcatlon, causeth her to commit adultcrg. and whosoever shall marry her

that is divorced committeth a&ulterg.

Matthew 19:7 Thcg say unto Him, Why did Moses then command to give a writing of

divorcement, and to Put her awag? 8) He saith unto ’cnem, Moses because of the hardness

of your hearts suffered you to Put away your wives: but from the beginning it was not so.

- God Chooses Saul To Be The First King Of Israel:

God chose Saul to be the first king of Israel.
1Samuel 10:24 And Samuel said to all the People, See ye him whom the LORD hath chosen,
that there is none like him among all the People? And all the Peop[e snouted, and said, God

save the king.
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Here we find that the Lord allowed Israel to choose to have a king over them and to fight their enemies like all the
other nations.

1Samuel 8:4 Then all the elders of Israel gatherecl themselves togethcr, and came to Samuel
unto Ramah, 5) And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in tlﬂy ways:
now make us a klng; to 1uc]g;c us like all the nations. 6) But the thmg dlsplcased Samucl when
they sald Give us a kmg; to |uclg;e us. And Samuel Prayed unto the LORD. 7) And the LORD

said unto Sarnuel Hearken unto the voice of the people in a” that they say unto thee for

thcg have not re)ected t]’lCC but thcg have rCJected me, that I should not relgn over them.
In 1Samuel 8:8-18 the Lord had previously warned His people through Samuel of the consequences of their
choice. But the people are determined in their choice.

1Samuel 8:19 Nevertheless the People refused to obcg the voice of Samucl; and thcg said,

Nay; but we will have a king over us; 20) That we also may be like all the nations; and that

our king magjudge us, and goout before us, and ﬁght our battles.

God states that He gave them a king in His anger,

Hosea 15:11 | gave thee a king in mine anger, and took him away in my wrath.

He would have preferred to be their king because He alone could save them.
Hosea 13:4 Yet | am the LORD thg God from the land of ngtha and thou shalt know no gocl

but me: for there is no saviour beside me.

Hosea 1%:10 | will be thy king: where is any other that may save thee in all thy cities? and ’c}vg

judges of whom thou saidst, Give me a l(ing and Princes?

Hosea 13:9 tells us that Israel has destroyed itself.
Hosea 13:9 O lsrael) thou hast clestroqecl tlﬂuself; but in me is thine help.

Could this be because she exercised her free will making the wrong choice and therefore had to suffer the
consequences?

Hosea 15:12 The iniqluitu of Ephraim is bound up; his sin is hid.

Hosea 4:17 tells us that “Ephraim is joined to his idols; let him alone.”

Hosea 4: 17 EP]ﬂraim isjoinecl to idols: let him alone.

Hosea helps us understand how they destroyed themselves.
Hosea 9:12 Thouglﬁ they bring up their children, yet will 1 bereave them, that there shall not

be a man left: Yea, woe also to them when | depar’c from them!

11) Examples of apparently contradictory passages:

- God Rejoices to Destroy
Deuteronomy 28:6% And it shall come to pass, that as the LORD rejoiced over you to do you
goocl and to multxplg you; so the LORD will re|oxce over you to destrou you, and to brmg

you to nought and ye shall be Plucke& from oﬁc the land whither thou goes’c to possess it.
The Lord will reJonce over you to clestrog you, and brmggou to nought
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Ezekiel 3.1 Say unto tlﬂem) As | live) saith the Lord GOD, | have no pleasure in the death of

the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn 9el, turn ye from your evil

ways; for why will ye clie, O house of Israel?

- God Slew Saul
These next verses present an example of how Bible language credits God with direct initiative, when on deeper
investigation it can be seen that He simply allowed events to unfold. Here we read that God slew King Saul.
1Chronicles 10:13 So Saul died for his transgression which he committed against the LORD,
even against the word of the LORD, which he kept not, and also for asking counsel of one
that had a familiar sPirit, to enquire of it; 14) And enquirec] not of the LORD: therefore He
slew him, and turned the kingclom unto David the son of Jesse.

In this following account we see that Saul took his own life.
1Chronicles 10:2 And the Philistines followed hard after Saul, and after his sons; and the
Philistines slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Malchishua, the sons of Saul. 3) And the
battle went sore against Saul, and the archers hit him, and he was wounded of the archers.
4) Then said Saul to his armourbearer, Draw thy swor&, and thrust me through therewith;

lest these uncircumcised come and abuse me. But his armourbearer would not; for he was

sore afraid. So Saul took a sworcl, and fell upon it.

And in yet another account it states the Philistines slew Saul.
2Samuel 21:12 And David went and took the bones of Saul and the bones of Jonathan his son
from the men of Jabeshgi!eacl, which had stolen them from the street of Bethshan, where the
Philistines had hangccl ’c]'lem) when the Philistines had slain Saul in Gilboa:

Which one are we to believe? On close consideration we find a perspective that renders all three accounts
correct. God respected the choices of all parties. In his disobedience, Saul had departed from God, forfeiting
God’s protective care. The immediate threat of a tortured death provoked Saul to kill himself rather than fall into
the hands of the Philistines.

- God Provoked David to Sin

In this next example, we’re told that God moved, (persuaded, stirred up, provoked) David to number Israel:
2Samuel 241 And again the anger of the LORD was kindled against lsrael and He moved
David azamst them to say, Go, number Israel and Judah. 2) For the klng said to Joab the
captam of the host which was with |~nm Go now tl'lrough all the tribes of lsracl from Dan

even to beersheba, and numbcrge the People) that | may know the number of the PeoPle.

Why did David desire to number the people? Trusting in the arms of flesh, he wanted to know how many valiant
men there were in Israel prepared for battle.

2Samuel 249 And Joab gave up the sum of the number of the Peoplc unto the king: and

there were in Israel eig]'lt hundred thousand valiant men that drew the sword; and the men of

Juc{ah were ﬁVC l"lUﬂCIer thousancl men.

David admits to sinning in his numbering the people.
25amuel 2410 And David’s heart smote him after that he had numbered the PeoPIe. And
David said unto the LORD, | have sinned greatlu in that | have done: and now, | beseech
thee, O LORD, take away the iniquitg of ’c]ﬂy servant; for 1 have done very Foolish!g.
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He understood that his dependence should have been on the Lord and not on how many soldiers he had. Did
God really provoke David to sin?

In this next account we read that Satan provoked (enticed, moved) David to number Israel:
1Chronicles 21:1 And Satan stood up against Israel, and Provokecl David to number Israel. 2)
And David said to Joab and to the rulers of the People, Go, number Israel from Beersheba

even to Dan; and bringthe number of them to me, that | may know it.

How can we reconcile these two accounts? Each explicitly states who moved David to number Israel, one
crediting God, the other Satan! Can both be true? Yes, but only with this insight, the Bible credits God with that
which He allows, or does not prevent. Satan tempted the proud David to think that he had been successful
without the Lord’s involvement, provoking him to number the valiant men in Israel.

- God sends strong delusions.

What does the Scriptures mean when it states that, “God sends?”
2Thessalonians 2:11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that theg
should believe a lie: 12) That theg all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had

Plcasure n unrighteousness.

As they reject the teachings of His word, God withdraws His Spirit and leaves them to the deceptions which they
love. To the same degree that the penitent and obedient are shielded by God's love, the impenitent and
disobedient will be left to the result of their own ignorance and hardness of heart, because they receive not the
love of the truth that they may be saved.

- God sends a lying spirit.

2Chronicles 18:19 And the LORD said) Who shall entice Ahab king of lsrael, that he may go
up and fall at Ramothgilead? And one spakc saying after this manner, and another saying
after that manner. 20) Then there came out a sPirit, and stood before the LORD, and said,
I will entice him. And the LORD said unto him, Wherewith? 21) And he said, 1 will go out, and
be a lging sPirit in the mouth of all his Prophets. And the LORD said, Thou shalt entice him,
and thou shalt also Prevail: g0 out, and do even so. 22) Now tlﬂeremcore, beholcl, the LORD
hath Put a luing sPirit in the mouth of these thu Propl‘lets, and the LORD hath sPoken evil

against thee.

Does God live by double standards, lying while commanding us not to? The scripture says that it is impossible for
God to lie.

Hebrews &:18 That bg two immutable things, in which it was imPossible for God to lie, we

mig]ﬁt have a strong consolation, who have fled for rcmcuge to lag hold upon the ]’IOPC set

bCFOFC us:

Titus 1:2 In hopc of eternal life, which God, that cannot lie, Promised before the world
began;

The credibility of Scripture demands these statements be reconciled. How would you defend the God who cannot
lie but tells a lying spirit to go into the mouths of forty false prophets? Are we to believe that God initiated that lying
spirit or honored the God-given right of Satan’s government to send his spirit into the mouths of those who had
rejected God’s governing spirit? Again we see the liberty with which God lives and breaths extended to every
creature.
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- God sends an evil spirit which causes Saul to attempt to kill David.

1Samuel 16:14 But the SPirit of the LORD charted from Saul, and an evil sPirit from the
LORD troubled him. . . 15) And Saul’s servants said unto him, Behold now, an evil sPirit from
God troubleth thee. . . 2%) And it came to pass, when the evil sPiri’c from God was upon Sau[,
that David took an harp) and Plagecl with his hand: so Saul was refreshed, and was well, and

the evil sPirit depar’ced from him.

1Samuel 19:9 And the evil splrlt from the LORD was upon Saul as he sat in his house with his
iavelin in his hand: and Davnd Plagcd with his hand. IO) And Saul sought to smite David even
to the wall with the avelm, but he sllpped away out of Saul’s presence, and he smote the
Jave[in into the wall: and David Hecl) and escaPed that night.

1Samuel 16:14 states that the “Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul.” But why? Is not God simply honoring Saul’s
choice since Saul had “turned back from following” the Lord? Imagine God’s anointing the faithful David to be king
then sending an evil spirit to kill him first! If we are to lead other’s to believe the Word of God, we have no
recourse but to resolve utter perplexities by teaching correct principles of Bible interpretation, one of which
reveals the great respect God has for the freedoms of choice He irrevocably extended. Yes, He extended the
freedom, so yes He is credited for honoring it, often with language the superficial reader misconstrues.

1Samuel 15:11 1t repentcth me that | have set up Saul to be king: for he is turned back from
Fo”owing me, and hath not Pchormed my commandments. And it grieved Samuel; and he
cried unto the LORD all night.

- God sends fiery serpents.

Numbers 21:6 And the LORD sent ﬁeru serpcnts among the People, and theg bit the People;

and much PCOP[C OF lsrael CIICCJ

Properly understood, the fiery serpents were already there and God was able to protect them while they were in
obedience to Him.

Deutcronomg 8:15 Who led thee through that great and terrible wilderness, wherein were

ﬁcrg 5ergents, and scorpions, and drougl-lt, where there was no water; who brought thee

forth water out of the rock of Hint;

- God hardens Pharaoh’s heart.

Exodus 4:21 And the LORD said unto Moses, When thou goest to return into Egypt, see
that thou do all those wonders before Pharaoh, which 1 have put in thine hand: but | will
harden his hear’c, tha’c he sha” not Ie’c ’che People £0. 22) And thou shal’c say unto Pharaoh,
Thus saith the LLORD, Israel is my son, even my firstborn: 2%) And | say unto tlﬂee) Let my
son go, that he may serve me: and if thou refuse to let him £0, behoH, I will slag tl’xy son,

even thy firstborn.

Pharaoh's response was,
Exodus 5:2 And Pharaoh saic], Who is the LORD, that | should obeu His voice to let Israel

go? I know not the LORD, neither will I let Israel £0.
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God hardens Pharaoh's heart, multiplies His signs in all the land that He might free Israel and show the Egyptians
that He is God. Does He desire that the Egyptians recognize that He can destroy or save them?

Exodus 75 And 1 will harden Pharaoh’s hcart, and multiplg my signs and my wonders in the
land of Eggpt. 4) But Pharaoh shall not hearken unto you, that | may lag my hand upon
Egg[:)t and bring forth mine armies, and my People the children of lsrael out of the land of
Eggpt bg greatjuc]gments 5) And the Eg;up’clans shall know that I am the LORD, when |
stretch Forth mine hancl upon Ezupt and brlns{ out the ch ldren of Israel from among them

The Lord hardened the Egyptians’ hearts, that He might destroy them.
Joshua 11:20 For it was of the LORD to harden their hearts, that tlﬁcy should come against
lsrael in battle) that He miglﬁt dcstrou them utterlu, and that thcg might have no Favour) but
that He might destrog them, as the LORD commanded Moses.

Exodus 9:13-16 God says, “And in very deed for this cause have | raised thee up, for to show in thee my power.”
Exodus 9:5 And the LORD said unto Moses, Rise up earlg in the morning, and stand
before Plﬁaraoh, and say unto him, Thus saith the LORD God of the chrews, Let my
People £0, that they may serve me. 14) For | will at this time send all my Plagucs upon thine
heart, and upon thg servants, and upon thg PeoPle; that thou mages’c know that there is
none like me in all the earth. 15) For now I will stretch out my hand, that | may smite thee and
thg Pcolslc with Pestilence- and t]ﬂou sl’xal’c be cut O]C]C From t]’]é ear’ch 16) And in very deed
For thls cause ha\/e | raised ’chee up, For to shcw in ’cl’xee my power; and that my name may be
declared tlﬂroughout all the earth.

Are we to believe that God intended to harden Pharaoh’s heart so that He could slay his first born and destroy the
Egyptians in order to reveal to all generations His irresistible, dominating power to destroy? Would He raise
Pharaoh up for that very reason? Does God need to show His power? That’s a no brainer! The truth is that God
needs to prove that He is the only one who can save!

Which sounds more credible, God hardened Pharaoh’s heart arbitrarily or, God, realizing the natural effects that
would follow Pharaoh’s rebellion, in mercy immediately warned him regarding the death of his first born, hoping it
would soften his heart?

We find that Pharaoh hardened his own heart.
Exodus 934 And when Pharaoh saw that the rain and the hail and the thunders were

ceasc&, he sinned yet more, and hardened his heart, he and his servants.

It is the cherishing of sin that hardens the heart.
Hebrew 3.7 Wherefore (as the H019 Ghost saith, To clag it ye will hear His voice, 8) Harden
not your hearts, as in the Provocation, in the clag of temptation in the wilderness: 9 When

your fathers temp’ced me, Provecl me, and saw my works Fortg years. 10) Wherefore I was
grieved with that generation, and said, Theg do alwag err in their heart; and tlﬁcy have not
known my ways. . L 12) Take hecd brethrcn [est thcre be in_any omc you an evil heart 01(:

unbehe? in depar’cmg from the llvmg: God. 1) But exhort one another dallg, while it is called

To dag, lest any of you be harclene& tlﬂrough the deceitfulness of sin.

Romans 2:4 Or clcsPisest thou the riches of His goodncss and forbearance and
|ongsu1c1ccring: not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repcntance? 5) But
a{:ter thu harclness and impcnitent heart treasurest up unto thusehc wrath against the dau o{:
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wrath and revelation of the righteousjuclgment of God; 6) Who will render to every man
according to his deeds.
- God states He will slay the first born of Egypt.

Exodus 12:12 For I will pass t]'lrough the land of Eggpt this rligh’c, and will smite all the firstborn
in the land of Eggpt, both man and bcas’c; and against all the gods of Egulpt [ will execute

')uclgment: I am the LORD.

Notice the judgments are against the gods of Egypt. Would their gods whom they served save the Egyptians who
had put their trust in them? This is how God demonstrated His power. It was not the power to destroy but to save.
God desires for all to recognize the true God, the only one who can save. Will the real God please stand up!

Jeremiah 46:25 The LORD of hosts, the God of Israel) saith; Beholcl) I will Punish the
multitude of No, and Pharaoh, and Eggpt, with their gocls, and their kings; even Pharaoh,
and all them that trust in him:

Dcuteronomg 32:35 To me belongeth vengeance, and recompence; their foot shall slide in
due time: for the dag of their calamitg is at hanc], and the things that shall come upon them
make haste. 36) For the LORD sha”juclge His People, and repent Himself for His servants,
when He seeth that their power is gone, and there is none shut up, or left. 37) And He shall
say, Where are their gods, their rock in whom ’c]ﬂeu trusted, 38) Which did eat the fat of their
sacrifices, and drank the wine of their drink omcmcerings? let them rise up and l’lClP you, and be

your Protcction. 39) See now that |, even I, am He, and there is no god with me: 1 kill, and 1

make alive; I wound, and I heal: neither is there any that can deliver out of my hand.

Isaiah 42:17 Theg shall be turned back, tlﬂeg shall be grca’cly aslﬂamed, that trust in graven

images, tl’xa’c say to thc mol’cen irnages, Ye are our gocls.

God destroys by allowing the destroyer to smite the first born.
Exodus 12:12 For | will pass through the land of Eggpt this night, and will smite all the
firstborn in the land of Eggpt, both man and beas’c; and against all the gocls of Eggpt I will
executejuclgment I am the LORD. %) And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the

houses where ye are: and when | see the blood  will pass over [spare and protect] you, and

the plague shall not be upon you to dcstrou you, W"ICI’] | smite tl’lC land of Eggp’c

Exodus 12:.2% For the LORD will pass t]ﬁrough to smite the Eggp’cnans; and when He seeth
the blood upon the [intel) and on the two side Posts) the LORD will pass over the cloor, and

wi” not suger [a”ow] t]’lé clcstroucr to come in unto your houses to smite you.

Evil angels smote the first born. Did God send evil angels to do His bidding or, did He allow them to do what their
leader Satan delights in—destroying man?

Psalm 78:49 He cast upon them the fierceness of His anger, wrath, and indignation, and
trouble, bu sending evil angels among them. 50) He made a way to His anger; He sparec] not

their soul from death, but gave their life over to the Pesti!ence; 51 And smote all the
firstborn in Eggpt; the chief of their strength in the tabernacles of Ham:
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Is there a difference between the God of the Old Testament and the God of the New?

John 539 Search the scriptures; for in them ye think ye have eternal life: and ’cheg are tl-ncg
which tcsthcy of me.

John 10:30 | and my Father are one.

John17:4 1 have gloriﬁecl thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to
do.

ICorinthians 101 Moreover, bre’chren, I would not that ye should be ignorant, how that all
our fathers were under the cloucl, and all Passed through the sea; 2) And were all baPtizecl
unto Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 3) And did all eat the same sPiritual meat; 4) And
did all drink the same sPiritual drink: for theg drank of that sPiritual Rock that followed
them: and that Rock was Christ.
Old lies die hard. Tragically some believe what the Bible says is more sacred than what it is saying. They stop
short of wrestling with perplexing Bible language that turns the honest in heart away from the world’s only Savior,

while a revelation of the choice-honoring principles governing God’s responses to the government of Satan could
renew their trust in both the Bible and the God of the Bible.

What are we to do with our discovery in this study that the God who cannot lie takes credit for lying, for the
actions of murderous evil spirits, and for deadly plagues? Principles of Bible interpretation emerge from the Bible
itself. With deep study the Bible shines in the context of God’s allowing the destroyer to rightfully rule those who
by rejecting God’s government and His laws place themselves under Satanic dominion instead.

PreParecl bg Cinclg Robinson
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