"[et Every Soul ‘Be Subject Unto The Cl-[igﬁer Powers"

A Stuafy on Romans 13

Matthew 22:17 Tell us therefore, What thinkest thou? Is it lawful to give tribute unto Caesar,
or not? 18) But Jesus Perceived their wickedness, and said, Whg tempt ye me, ye
hgpocri’ces? 19) Shew me the tribute money. And theg brought unto Him a penny. 20) And
He saith unto them) Whose is this image and suPerscriPtion? 21) Theg say unto him,
Caesar’s. Then saith He unto tl’xem, Render therefore unto Caesar the t]’xings which are
Caesar’s; and unto God the ’c}'lings that are God’s. 22) When thcy had heard these words,

theg marvelled, and left Him, and went their way.

"What does the passage above have to do with Romans 13?" Let's find out.

Romans 13:1
Romans 15:1 Let every soul be subject unto the l’]igher powers. For there is no power but of

God: the powers that be are ordained of God.

To keep order and to prevent lawlessness, God ordained that we should be subject to higher powers. This
would never have had to happen had sin not been introduced into this world.

Romans 13:2
Romans 15:2 Whosoever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: and

thcg that resist shall receive to themselves damnation.

We all have free will to choose to obey the higher powers ordained of God or not, but should we not, we shall
receive the consequences of disobedience. This truth is also found in the kingdom principles of God. As

Romans 2 reveals, we treasure up unto ourselves wrath.
Romans 2:5 But agtcr thg harclness and imPcnitent hcart treasurest uP unto thyselF wrath

agains’c the c]ay of wrath and revelation of the righteous Judgment of Gocl; 6) Who will

render to every man accorcling to his deeds:

Romans 13:3
Romans 13:3 For rulers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. wilt thou then not be

afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt have Praise of the same:
The rulers are to keep lawful those who transgress the laws. Those that obey the laws are free of guilt and the

consequences of transgression.

Romans 13:4
Romans 1%:4 For he is the minister of God to thee for good. But if thou do that which is evil,

be afraid; for he beareth not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to

execute wrath upon him that doeth evil.
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Paul again emphasizes that the rulers are ordained of God, they are His ministers to keep law and order to
prevent wickedness from prevailing.

Romans 13:5
Romans 13:5 Wherefore ye must needs be subject, not onlg for wrat]'l, but also for

conscience sake.
If we would escape the guilt as well as the consequences of lawlessness, we will subject ourselves to the

higher powers.

Romans 13:6
Romans 13:6 For for this cause pay ye tribute also: for thcy are God’s ministers, at’cencling
continua”g upon this very tl'ling.

The rulers need to be compensated for their work in keeping order. Interestingly, we understand from an Old
Testament story of the first king of Israel, Saul, that it was not God's perfect will but His permissive will that He

honored their request and chose a king for them.
1Samuel 8:4 Then all the elders of 1srael gatherecl themselves together, and came to Samuel
unto Ramah, 5) And said unto him, Behold, thou art olcl, and tlﬂg sons walk not in tlﬂg ways:

now make us a king tojudge us like all the nations.

1Samuel 8:7 And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the PeoP’c in all
that theg say unto thee: for theg have not rejected thee, but theg have rejectec] me, that |
should not reign over them.

1Samuel 8:9 Now therefore hearken unto their voice: howbeit get Pro’cest solemnly unto

them, and shew them the manner of the king that shall reign over them.

After Samuel spoke to Israel of all the control the king would have over their sons, their daughters, and their
land, that they would be taxed and become servants, they still chose to have a king.

1Samuel 8:19 Nevertheless the People refused to obeg the voice of Samuel; and theg saicl,
Nay; but we will have a king over us; 20) That we also may be like all the nations; and that
our king magjuclgc us, and goout before us, and ﬁg}‘lt our battles.

Romans 13:7
Romans 13:7 Render therefore to all their dues: tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to

whom custom; Fear to whom Fear; }’IOI’IOUF to whom l"lOﬂOUf'.

It's only right that the rulers should receive dues and taxes for their support. They should be shown honour
and respect as well as obeying their laws.

Romans 13:8
Romans 13:8 Owe no man any thing, but to lovc one another: For he that lovcth another

hath fulfilled the law.
Paul counsels us not to neglect to pay tribute, and that we should act out of love thus fulfilling the law.

John teaches that love for God is shown by our love for one another.
1John 4:20 If a man say, | love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth

not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen?
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Christ summed up the law of love in the following passage.
Matthew 22:37 Jesus said unto him, Thou shalt love the Lord ’chy God with all tl‘lg heart, and
with all thg soulj and with all tl-lg mind. 38) This is the first and great commandment. 39) And
the second is like unto it, Thou shalt love thg ncighbour as thgse[?. 40) On these two
commandments hang all the law and the Prophets.

Romans 13:9
Romans 1%:9 For this, Thou shalt not commit aclul’cery, Thou shalt not ‘<i”, Thou shalt not
steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet; and i there be any other
commandment, it is brieﬂy comprehcnded in this saying, namely, Thou shalt love thg
neighbour as t]ﬂgsehc.

How would you answer the question, "What does the passage, 'Render therefore unto Caesar the things
which are Caesar’s; and unto God the things that are God’s,' have to do with Romans 13?" The ten
commandment law is divided into two sections, love for God and love for on another. Which section of the law
does the higher powers and rulers have jurisdiction over? Paul quotes the section of the commandments that
have to do with our interaction with one another, "Thou shalt not commit adultery, Thou shalt not kill, Thou
shalt not steal, Thou shalt not bear false witness, Thou shalt not covet;" .... He does not mention the first four
commandments which have to do with our relationship to God in which we have been given liberty of
conscience to choose to love Him or not. There should never be laws governing our freewill worship, and yet
we read in Revelation 13 that will happen and when it does, we shall know it is not of God.
Romans 13:10

Romans 1%:10 Love worketh no ill to his neiglﬁbour: therefore love is the Fulﬁ”ing of the law.

If we love God and our brethren, we shall not be found breaking the law.

Romans 13:11
Romans 1%:11 And that) knowing the time, that now it is ]’ﬁgh time to awake out of sleep: for

now is our salva’cion nearer t]’]aﬂ WhCﬂ we !DCliCVCC].

1Corinthians 1534 Awake to rightcousncss, and sin not; for some have not the know[cdge

of God: | spealc this to your shame.

Matthew 2432 Now learn a Parablc of the ﬁg tree; When his branch is 3et tender, and
Put’ce’cl'l forth Ieaves, ye know that summer is nigh: 33) So likewise ye, when ye shall see all
these tl'lings, know that it is near, even at the doors. »4) Verilg I say unto you, This
generation shall not pass, till all these things be fulfilled. 35) Heaven and earth shall pass
away, but my words shall not pass away. 36) But of that dag and hour knoweth no man, no,
not the ar\gels of heaven) but my Father onlg.

Matthew 2444 Therefore be ye also reacly: for in such an hour as ye think not the Son of

Man cometh.

Romans 13:12
Romans 13:12 The rn'ght is far sPent) the clag is at hand: let us therefore cast off the works of
darkness, and let us Put on the armour of Iight.

If we find ourselves preferring the darkness, it suggests that we are in sin and prefer the darkness than to
having our sins revealed and suffer guilt and shame.
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John 319 And this is the condemnation, that lig]’lt is come into the worlcl, and men loved

darkness rather than ligl'lt, because their deeds were evil.

Ephesians 5:11 And have no Fe”owship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather

re[:)rove them.

1Thessalonians 5:4 But ye, brethren, are not in darkncss, that that clag should overtake
you as a thief. 5) Ye are all the children of lig"lt, and the children of the clag: we are not of
the nigl'lt, nor of darkness.

IPeter 2:9 But ye are a chosen generation, a royal Priesthood, an lﬂolg nation, a Peculiar
People; that ye should shew forth the Praises of Him who hath called you out of darkness

into His marvellous light:

Eplﬂesians 6:11 Put on the whole armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the

wiles of the deuil.
EPhesians 6:13 Wherefore take unto you the whole armour of Gocl, that ye may be able to
withstand in the evil clag, and lﬂaving done a”) to stand.

Romans 13:13
Romans 13:13 Let us walk honcstlg, as in the dag; not in rioting, and drunkenness, not in

c]ﬂambering [cohabitation] and wantonness, [licentiousness] not in strife and envying.

Romans 13:14

Romans 15:14 But Put ye on the Lord Jesus d’lrist, and make not Provision for the ﬂcsh, to
fulfil the lusts thereof-

Galatians 3:27 For as many oggou as have been bap’cizecl into Christ have puton Christ.

EP]ﬂesians 424 And that ye Put on the new man, which after God is created in

righteousness and true holiness.

Colossians 3:10 And have put on the new man, which is renewed in knowlcdge after the

image of Him that created him:

Colossians %:12 Puton theregore, as the elect of God, ho[g and belovecl) bowels of mercies,

kindness, humbleness of mind, meekness, Iongsu#ering;

Colossians 3:14 And above all these things put on charitg) which is the bond of Perxcectncss.
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