The Millennial ‘Reign, A Stuofy on Revelation 20 & 21

Introduction:

Is the structure of Revelation 20, chronological or cyclical? Does it make a difference in being able to rightly
interpret it? We'll discover the only way to correctly interpret the 1000 years is to understand that it cannot be
taken chronologically.

The key to understanding Revelation 20 is to understand the structure in which it was written. The 1000 year
millennium commences in Revelation 20:1 and continues through Revelation 21:8 where it ends. This
passage addresses four different entities and their condition at three different time frames. Those time frames
are:

1. At the beginning of the 1000 years
2. During the 1000 years
3. Atthe end of the 1000 years

Only by cycling through each of these three time frames for each of the four entities can we rightly interpret
events. As each of those four entities cycles through those time frames we track the progression of the
condition of each entity.

1. The condition of the earth, Revelation 20:1; 21:1, 2
2. The condition of Satan and his angels, Revelation 20:1-3
3. The condition of the righteous saints, Revelation 20:4, 6, 12, 21:3-7
4. The condition, judgment and destiny of the wicked, Revelation 20:5, 8, 9, 12- 15, 21:8
For each entity we will detail its condition at the beginning, during, and at the end of the 1000 years.

Were Revelation 20 chronological, a problem crops up when we find the wicked compassing the city at the
end of the 1000 years (Revelation 20:9). The city is already on earth at this time, yet Revelation 21:2, a later
verse, records the descent of the city from Heaven after describing the new creation. Does the city descend to
the earth before the end of the millennium or after, that is, before the new heavens and the new earth are
created or after? It has to descend before the destruction of the wicked when they "compass the camp of the
saints about, and the beloved city: and fire came down from God out of Heaven, and devoured them."

Sequence of Events Leading up to The Beginning of the 1000 Years:
Revelation is structured in cycles and flashbacks, often taking us to a victory scene when we are in Heaven

praising God, and then flashing back to record how we got there. Therefore it is critical to understand the
structure in which the book of Revelation is written if we are to rightly interpret the scenes and events.

Let’s look at the chapters preceding Revelation 20 and 21 to see what happens before the millennium begins.

Revelation 14:6-12 records the final message of the gospel and the warning to all not to receive the
mark of the beast and partake of her plagues. This message will result in everyone alive determining
whether they will be sealed with the seal of God or be sealed or marked with the mark of the beast.
(Revelation 13).

Revelation 14:14-20 describes the coming of Christ

Revelation 15:5-8 reveals probation has closed when all have been sealed, having chosen forever
whom they will serve, God or man.

Revelation chapters 16-18 describes the plagues that fall on those who are sealed with the mark of
the beast.

Revelation 19:11-21 describes the coming of Christ and the destruction of the wicked.
Revelation 20, 21:1-8 describes the events during the 1000 year millennium.
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1) The Condition of the Earth at the Beginning, During & End of the 1000 Years:

We will discover that the earth shall be in such a state that it will not sustain the life of any earthly creature.
Revelation 20:1 And | saw an angel come down from heaven, having the keg of the

bottomless Pit. ..

Let’s look at the Greek word for pit.

Pit: Strong’s Greek #12 abussos, ab’-us-sos; from 1 (as a negative particle) and a variation of
1037; depthless, i.e. (specially) (infernal) “abyss”: — deep, (bottomless) pit.

In the old Septuagint translation of Genesis 1:2, abussos is the greek word underlying the English word deep
(Genesis 1:2). It describes the surface of our planet before Creation week, when it was “without form and
void,” and covered with water.
The condition of the earth before creation week:
Genesis I:l In the beginning God created the heaven and the earth. 2) And the earth was

without 1Corm, and void; and darkness was upon the face of the deep.

The condition of the earth at the beginning and during the 1000 years:
Isaiah 1%:9 Bel’xolcl, the day of the LORD comet]ﬂ, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to
!au the land clesolatc: ancl He sha” clestrog thc sinners thcrcoF out omc it.

Isaiah 24:19 The earth is utterlu broken down, the earth is clean dissolvcd, the earth is
moved exceedinglu. 20) The earth shall reel to and fro like a drunkard, and shall be
removed like a cottage; and the transgression thereof shall be heavg upon it; and it shall Fa”,

and not rise again.

Isaiah 241 Behold, the LORD maketh the earth empty, and maketh it waste, and turneth it
upsidc down, and scattereth abroad the inhabitants thereof ... %) The land shall be uttcrlu
emp’cled and ut’cerlu 5poxled for the LORD hath spoken this word. 4) The earth mourneth
ancl Fa&eth awauy, the worlcl Iang;uxsheth and Fadeth awau, the haughtg People of the earth
do langwsl'\. 5) The earth also is defiled under the inhabitants thereoF, because thcg have
transgressecl the laws, changecl the ordinance, broken the cverlasting covenant. 6)
Therefore hath the curse devoured the ear’ch, and tl'ucg that dwell therein are desolate:
therefore the inhabitants of the earth are bumed, and few men left.

Isaiah 147 The whole earth is at rest, andis quiet: theg break forth into singing.

Isaiah 1416 T]ﬂeg that see thee [Satan] shall narrowlg look upon thce, and consider theq
saying, Is this the man that made the earth to tremble, that did shake kingcloms; 17) That
maclc the wor[d as a wildcmess, and destrouec] the cities thereomc; that oPencd not the

house of his Prisoners?
The prophet Jeremiah while describing the coming of the Lord describes the earth in the same language as
Genesis, Isaiah, and Revelation.
Jeremiah 425 | beheld the earth, and, Io, it was without Form, and void; and the hea\/ens,
and they had no ligl'lt. 24) | beheld the mountains, and, lo, tlﬁcg trembled, and all the hills
moved lightly. 25) | behcld) and, ’o) there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens were
fled. 26) 1 beheld, and, lo, the fruitful PIace was a wilderness, and all the cities thereof were
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broken down at the presence of the LORD, and ]39 His fierce anger. 27) For thus hath the
LORD said, The whole land shall be desolate; yet will 1 not make a full end. 28) For this shall

the carth mourn, and the heavens above be black: because 1 have spoken it, | have

Purposed it, and will not repent, neither will 1 turn back from it.

Isaiah 13:10 For the stars of heaven and the constellations thereof shall not give their light:
the sun shall be darkened in his going Forth, and the moon shall not cause her Iight to shine.

10 And 1 will Punis]ﬂ the world for their evil, and the wicked for their iniquitg; and | will cause
the arrogancy of the Proud to cease, and will lag low the hauglﬁtiness of the terrible.... 13)

Therefore 1 will shake the heavens, and the earth shall remove out of her Place, in the wrath
of the LORD of hosts, and in the dag of His fierce anger.

Isaiah 24:23 Then the moon shall be conFouncJecL and the sun aslﬂamed, when the LORD of

hosts shall reign in mount Zion, and in Jerusalem, and before His ancients gloriously.

Isaiah 4.4 And all the host of heaven shall be dissolvecl, and the heavens shall be rolled
together as a scroll: and all their host shall fall down, as the leaf falleth off from the vine,

ancl asa Falllng ﬁg 1Crom the ‘ﬁg tree.

Matthew 2429 lmmediatelg after the tribulation of those dags shall the sun be darkened,
and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from heaven) and the powers of
the heavens shall be shaken: 30) And then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in
heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and theg shall see the Son of Man
coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great g[org. 30) And He shall send His angels

with a great sound of a trumPe’c) and theg shall gather together His elect from the four

wincls, from one end of heaven to the other.

Revelation 6:12 And I beheld when he had oPened the sixth seal, and, io, there was a great

earthquake; and the sun became black as sackclo’ch OF hair, and the moon became as

b[oocl; 1) And the stars of heaven fell unto the earth) even as a ﬁg tree casteth her untimelg
ﬁgs, when she is shaken of a miglﬂtg wind. 14) And the heaven departed as a scroll when it is

rolled toget"ler; and every mountain and island were moved out of their Places. 15) And the

kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief cap’cains, and the
mightg men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the
rocks of the mountains; 16) And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us
from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne) and from the wrath of the Lamb: 17) For the
great clag of His wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?

Without the sun, how will vegetation survive?
Joel 1:10 The field is wasted, the land mourneth; for the corn is wasted: the new wine is dried
up, the oil languisheth 1) Be ye ashamed O ye husbanc]men howl O ye vinedressers for
the wheat and for the barleg, because the harvest of the ﬁeld is perlshecl 12) The vine 1s
dried up, and the ﬁg tree langunslﬂet]'l the Pomegranate tree, the Palm tree also and the

aPP!e tree, even all the trees of the ﬁe!cl are withered: becausejoy is withered away from
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the sons of men.... 15) Alas for the da91 for the clag of the LORD is at hancl, and as a
destruction from the Almightg shall it come.

Therefore we must conclude that the earth begins the 1000 years in a destroyed state where there is no light
of the sun and therefore cannot sustain life. It remains in this state through the 1000 years until the new

heaven and earth are created at the end of the millennium.
The condition of the earth after the 1000 years:
Itis at the end of the 1000 years that the holy city comes down from Heaven.
Revelation 21:2 And | John saw the I’lolg citg, new Jerusalem, coming down from God out of
Heaven, Preparcd as a bride adorned for her husband.

Zechariah 144 And His feet shall stand in that d39 upon the mount of Olives, which is
before Jerusalem on the east, and the mount of Olives shall cleave in the midst thereof
toward the east and toward the west, and there shall be a very great va”cg; and half of the
mountain shall remove toward the nort"l, and half of it toward the south.
The earth will not be totally destroyed or reach the “full end” until after the 1000 years have ended when the
very elements will be destroyed before the heavens and earth are re-created.
2Peter 3:10 But the d89 of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the which the heavens

shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent heat, the earth

also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.

Revelation 21:1 And | saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first

earth were passed away; ancl thcre Was no more sea.
T

2) Satan at the Beginning During, and End of the 1000 Years:

Satan at the beginning and during the 1000 years:

Satan is bound in the bottomless pit at the beginning of the 1000 years and remains bound throughout the
1000 years. At the end of the 1000 years he shall be loosed for a little season.

How is Satan bound? Are we to understand this in a literal sense, or is he bound in that he cannot deceive the
nations during this time until at the end of the 1000 years? We find in verse 7 and 8 that when he is loosed he
will again be able to deceive the nations. Why will he not be able to deceive during the 1000 years?

Jeremiah 4:25 1 beheld, an&, lo, there was no man, and all the birds of the heavens were fled.
We will discover that the wicked are dead during this period and will not be resurrected until after the 1000
years.
Revelation 20:1 And | saw an angel come down from heaven, having the keg of the
bottomless Pit and a great chain in his hand. 2) And he laid hold on the clragor\) that old
serPen’c, which is the Devil) and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, 3 And cast him
into the bottomless Pit, and shut him up, and set a seal upon him, that he should deceive the
nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled: and after that he must be loosed

a little season.

Isaiah 20 Thou shalt not be ioinecl with them in burial, because thou hast clestrogecl thg

Iancl, and slain t]’l}j PCOPIC: the SCCCI O]c CVfldOCFS sha” never !DC renownccl.
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It makes sense that Satan is not physically bound but circumstantially bound in that he has no servants and
no one to tempt. Peter describes how the angels ever since their fall have been bound in “chains of darkness,”
meaning, not that they are restrained physically, but circumstantially.

2 Peter 2:4 For if God sPareci not the angcls that sinncc], but cast them down to i‘ic“, and

delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved untoJiucigmcnt;

The demons cried out to Jesus when they were cast out of the demon possessed men and allowed to inhabit
the swine. They are free to afflict the children of men until the time when there is no one to afflict as we shall

see.
Matthew 8:29 And, beiwoicl, ti*ieg cried out, saging, What have we to do with ’ci‘xee, Jesus,

thou Son of God? art thou come hither to torment us before the time?

Satan at the end of the 1000 years:

Satan is now “loosed out of his prison” when he again is able to deceive the nations. He is able to deceive the
wicked again because they have been resurrected in the second resurrection as we shall see.

Revelation 20:3 And cast him into the bottomless Pi’c, and shut him up, and set a seal upon
i’iim, that he should deceive the nations no more, till the thousand years should be fulfilled:

and after that he must be loosed a little season.

Revelation 20:7 And when the thousand years are cxpired, Satan shall be loosed out of his

Prison, 8) And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quar’cers of the

eartii, Gog and Magog, to gati*ier them togetiier to battle: the number of whom is as the
sand of the sea.
After the attempt to attack the saints and the city, Satan is then cast into the lake of fire and brimstone and will
finally be destroyed forever.
Revelation 20:9 And tiﬁcg went up on the breadth of the earti‘i, and compasscd the camp of
the saints abou’c, and the beloved citg: and fire came down from God out of i‘ieavcn, and
devoured them. 10) And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and
brimstone, where the beast and the false Propnct are, and shall be tormented ciag and nigi’it

FOF cver anci cever.

In the Hebrew Sanctuary service as well as the feast days, Satan’s being bound in the bottomless pit is
symbolized or represented by the scapegoat ceremony on the day of atonement when it is led out into the
wilderness.

Leviticus 16:20 And when he hath made an end of reconciling the noiy Piace, and the
tabernacle of the congregation, and the aitar, he shall bring the live goat: 21) And Aaron
shall lag both his hands upon the head of the live goat, and confess over him all the
inic]uities of the children of 1srael, and all their transgressions in all their sins, Pu’cting them
upon the head of the goat, and shall send him away bg the hand of a fit man into the
wilderness: 22) And the goat shall bear upon him all their iniqui’cies unto a land not
inhabited: and he shall let g0 the goatin the wilderness.

Notice that the scapegoat is not sacrificed, therefore he cannot be an atonement for sin. The Scripture states,
Hebrews 9:22 And almost all ti‘iings are bg the law Purgcd with blood; and without si‘nedding

of blood is no remission.
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3) The Saints at the Beginning, During and End of the 1000 Years:

The saints at the beginning of the 1000 years:

We will now examine what happens with the saints at the beginning and during the 1000 years. Christ had
promised His disciples that He would return for them and take them to His Father’s house.

John 141 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2) In my
Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, | would have told you. I go to prepare a
Place for you. 3) And if | g0 and prepare a Place for you, | will come again, and receive you

unto myselmc; that where | am, there ye may be also.

The whole book of Revelation reveals events that happen between Christ's ascension and His return.

Revelation describes the saints as those that were beheaded for not receiving the mark of the beast and that
they lived and reigned with Christ during the 1000 years. This is the millennial reign, when the saints dwell in
Heaven with Christ for 1000 years.

Revelation 20:4 And | saw thrones, and theg sat upon ’cl’xem, andjuc]gment was givcn unto
them: and | saw the souls of them that were beheaded for the witness of Jesus, and for the
word of God, and which had not worshiPPcd the beast, neither his image, neither had
received his mark upon their foreheads, or in their hands; and theg lived and reignecl with
Christ a thousand years.

If the saints were beheaded for their faith and are described as living and reigning with Christ during the 1000

years, they must have been resurrected at the beginning of the millennium. Revelation 20 goes on to describe
this resurrection as the “first” resurrection implying that there must be more than one.

The punctuation and verses were added by translators to facilitate clarity but sometimes mislead in the
interpretations. Below is how it should have been separated.

Revelation 5[)) This is the first resurrection. 6) Blessed and holg is he that hath Part in the
first resurrection: on such the second death hath no power, but they shall be Priests of God
and of Christ, and shall reign with Him a thousand years.

What can we conclude when we read of a “first resurrection?” There must be a second. Before we deal with
the second, let us first look elsewhere where these two resurrections are mentioned. The Scriptures are clear
that all shall be resurrected. Again we find that the saints shall be resurrected at Christ’s coming.

Acts 2415 And have hope toward Goc], which thcg themselves also a“ow, that there shall be

a resurrection of the dead, both of tthiust and unJiust.

ICorinthians 15:20 But now is Christ risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of them
that slept. 21) For since bg man came clcat]'l, 133 man came also the resurrection of the dead.
22) For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive. 23) But every man in his
own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward they that are Christ’s at His coming,

John 5:25, 28, 29 Verilg, verilg, I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and theu that hear shall live. . . 28) Marvel not
at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear His voice, 29)

And shall come Forth; thcy that have done goocl, unto the resurrection of lhcc; and ’cl’xeg that

have done evil, unto the resurrection of damnation.

The resurrection of the just takes place at the last day, when the angels are sent to gather the elect at the
voice of the archangel and when the trump sounds.
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John 6:39, 40, 44, 54 And this is the Father’s will which hath sent me, that of all which He
hath given me | should lose no’c]’xing, but should raise it up again at the last dau. 40) And
this is the will of Him that sent me, that every one which seeth the Son, and believeth on
Him, may have everlasting life: and 1 will raise him up at the last dag. .. 44) No man can come

to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: and 1 will raise him up at the last c]ag.
54) Whoso eateth my ﬂesh, and drinketh my bloo&, hath eternal liFe; and I will raise him up at

the last dag.

Matthew 2430, 3l And then shall appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven: and then
shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and theg shall see the Son of Man coming in the
clouds of heaven with power and great glorg. And He shall send His angels with a great
sound of a trum et, and theu sha” gather together His elect from the four wincls, from one
end of heaven to the other.

IThessalonians 416 For the Lord Himself shall descend from Heaven with a shout, with the
voice of the Archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first:

ICorinthians 15:51 Beholcl, | shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleeP, but we shall all be
clﬂanged, 52) In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall

souncl, and the dead shall be raised incorrup’ciblc, and we shall be changecl.

The saints during the 1000 years:

Not only do the saints live and reign with Christ but they sit in judgment of the wicked dead, not that they decide
the destiny of the wicked, but they are given the opportunity to judge whether Christ's judgment was just. When
Revelation states, “and the dead were judged out of those things which were written in the books, according to
their works,” it is to be understood that the records of their works stand in judgment and not that they literally
stand before God while still dead.

Revelation 20:4 And | saw thrones, and tlﬂeg sat upon ti’xcm, anclJiuclgment was given unto
them:... and they lived and reignecl with Christ a thousand years.

Revelation 20:12 And | saw the dcad small and great stand before God and the books

were ODCI’ICCl and another }:)OOIC was ODCI’ICC] Wl’“HCl"l 1S the bOOl( OF IIFC and tl"lC deac] were

|uclzecl out of those thmgs whlch were written in the books accorclmg to tlﬂelr works.

Daniel 7:22 Until the Ancient of c]ags came, and 1uclgmen‘c was glven to the saints of the

J
Most Higlﬂ ; and the time came that the saints Posscssed the kingclom.

1Corinthians 6:2 Do ye not know that the saints shall 1udg;e the world? and if the world shall
beJudgecl bg you, are ye unworthg tO—JUClgC the smalles’c matters? 3) Know ye not that we

sl’xalljuclge angels"’ how much more thmgs that Per’caln to this life?

Matthew 19:28 And Jesus said unto them, Vcrily I say unto you, That ye which have followed
me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man shall sit in the throne of His glorg, ye also shall
sit upon twelve thrones,judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Psalms 149:5 Let the saints bejogful in glorg: let them sing aloud upon their beds. 6) Let the
high Praises of God be in their mouth, and a two cclge& sword in their hand; 7) To execute
vengeance upon the heathen, and Punisl'lments upon the People; 8) To bind their kings with
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clﬂains, and their nobles with fetters of iron; 9) To execute upon them thejudgment written:
this honour have all His saints. Praise ye the LORD.

One might ask the question, if the saints judge the wicked during the millennium, then how was there a
determination between the righteous and the wicked at the beginning of the 1000 years? In answer to that
question, we might ask a couple more questions.

How fair would it be to have an execution of the judgment without an investigation first?
Does God need to investigate and record the works of man for His benefit?

This subject demands more time than this study will allow. In short, God is fair and His judgments are not
arbitrary, but the decisions for life or death of every individual are based on an investigation of their works, not
just the works, but the motives and desires which produce the works. God desires that all His creatures
understand His justice in the final destination of every person. Therefore the record books are kept and will be
confirmed by the whole universe when every knee shall bow and every tongue confess (Romans 14:11) the
goodness and mercy of God.

Here are a few verses reflecting on the revelation of His righteous judgments.
Romans 2:1 Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art thatjudgcst: for
wherein thoujudgcst another, thou condemnest thysclmc; for thou that 'uclgcst doest the
same things. 2) But we are sure that theju&gment of God is accorc]ing to truth against them
which commit such things. 3) And thinkest thou this) O man, that 'uclgest them which do
such tlﬂings, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape thcjudgment of God? 4) Or
despisest thou the riches of His goodness and forbearance and longsuﬁccring; not knowing
that the gooclness of God leadeth thee to repcntance? 5) But after tlﬂy hardness and
impeni’cent heart treasurest up unto thgsehc wrath against the dag of wrath and revelation of

the righteousjuc]gment of Gocl; 6) Who will render to every man accorclingto his deeds:

Revelation 15:3 And theg sing the song of Moses the servant of Gocl, and the song of the
Lamb, saying, Great and marvellous are ’cl’xy works, Lord God Almig]']tg;just and true are ’c]’xy
ways, thou King of saints. 4) Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorhcg tl’l9 name? for

thou on19 art holy: xcor a” nations sha“ come and worshiP bcmcore thec; For thujudgments are

made manifest.

Psalms 51:1 Have mercy upon me, O God, according to tlﬂg lovingkinclness: according unto
the multitude of ’c]ﬂg tender mercies blot out my transgrcssions. 2) Wash me througl‘llg from
mine iniquitg, and cleanse me from my sin. 3) For | acknowlcclge my transgressions: and my

sin is ever before me. 4) Against thee, thee only) have I sinned, and done this evil in thg

sight: that thou mightes’c bejustiﬁed when thou slpeakes’c, and be clear when thouJiuc]gest.

Romans 3:4 God forbid: yea, let God be true, but every man a liar; as it is written, That thou
mig}'ltes’c be}ustiﬁed in tl‘lu sauings, and mightest overcome when thou artjudgccl.

Jude 14 And Enoch a[so, the seventh from Adam, Prophesied of these, saging, bchold, the
Lord cometh with ten thousands of His saints, 15) To executejuclgment upon all, and to
convince a” that are ungoc”u among them of a” their ungoc”u deeds which theu have

urlgodlu cornmitted, and of all their hard sPcec]ﬂes which ungoc”u sinners have sPoken

against Him.
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The saints at the end of the 1000 years:
Matthew 5:5 Blessed are the meek: for they shall inherit the earth.

Revelation 21:1 And | saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first
earth were Passed away; and there was no more sea.... 3 And I heard a great voice out of
heaven saging, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and
thcu shall be His peopIe and God Himself shall be with tl’xcm and be their God. 4) And God

shall wnpe away a” tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more deat]’x neither SOITow,

nor crwng, nextlﬁer sl-na” there be any more Pam. For the )Cormcr thmgs are Passccl away.

Revelation 21:6 And He said unto me, It is done. I am AlPha and Omega, the beginning and
the end. 1 will give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the water of life Freelu. 7) He
that overcometh shall inherit all things-, and I will be his Gocl, and he shall be my son.

4) The Wicked at the Beginning, During & End of the 1000 Years

The wicked at the beginning of the 1000 years:

The wicked are slain at Christ's coming when Christ returns for His church at the beginning of the 1000 years.
Matthew 1%:37 He answered and said unto thcm) He that soweth the good seed is the Son
of Man; 38) The field is the world; the gooc] seed are the children of the kingclom; but the
tares are the children of the wicked one; 39) The enemy that sowed them is the devil; the
harvest is the end of the worlcl; and the reapers are the arlgels. 40) As therefore the tares
are gatherecl and burned in the ﬁ're so shall it be in the end of this world. 41) The Son of
Man shall send forth His anzels and they shall Q:atlﬁcr out of His kme:clom all tl-nngs that
omq:end and them WI’]ICI"I do mlquntu, 42) And sha” cast them into a Furnace o{:ﬁre thcre sha”
be wallmg and gnashmg oxc tee’ch. 4%) Then sha“ the rlghteous shme For’ch as the sun in the
lcingdom of their Father. Who hath ears to hear, let him hear.

Revelation 1414 And | !ookccl, and behold a white c!oud, and upon the cloud one sat like
unto the Son of Man, i’laving on His head a golden crown, and in His hand a sharp sickle. 15)
And another angel came out of the tcmplc) crying with a loud voice to Him that sat on the
cloud, Thrust in thg sickle, and reap: for the time is come for thee to reap; for the harvest of
the earth is riPe. 16) And He that sat on the cloud thrust in His sickle on the earth; and the
earth was reaPecJ. 17) And another angel came out of the tcmple which is in heaven, he also
having a s"larp sickle. 18) And another angel came out from the altar, which had power over
fire; and cried with a loud cry to him that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in ’c}vg sl'larp
sickle) and gathcr the clusters of the vine of the earth; for her grapes are Fu”g ripe. 19) A_nd
the ang;el thrust in his sickle into the earth and g;athered the vine of the ear’ch and cast it
into the Q;reat wmepress of the wrath of God. 20) Ancl the wmepress was trodden wnthout

the cntg ancl blood came out of the wnnepress even unto the horse brldles 139 the space of
a thousand and six hundred gur!ongs.

Revelation 16:17 And the seventh angel Pourcd out his vial into the air; and there came a
great voice out of the ’cemPle of heaven, from the ’chrone, saying, It is done. 18) And there

were voices, and thunclers, and lightnings; and there was a great earthquake, such as was
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not since men were upon the eartlﬂ, S0 mig]ﬂtg an earthqual«:, and so great. 19) And the
great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of the nations fell: and great Babglon
came in remembrance before God, to gjve unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of
His wratl"n‘ 20) And every island ﬂed away, and thc mountains were not xcound. 21 And there
fell upon men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about the weight of a talent: and men
b[asphemeci God because of the Plague of the hail; for the Plague thereof was exceecling
great.

Matthew 2427 For as the lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even unto the west;

50 sha“ also the coming O)C thc Son omc Man bc. 28) For whcrcsoever the carcase is, there will

the eagles be ga’cherec] together.

Revelation 19:11 And | saw heaven opcnecl, and behold a white horse; and He that sat upon
him was called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He clo’c]']juclge and make war. 12) His
eyes were as a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns; and He had a name written,
that no man knew, but He Himself. 3) And He was clothed with a vesture diPPcd in blood:
and His name is called The Word of God. . . 16) And He hath on His vesture and on His thigh
a name written, KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS. 17) And | saw an angel standing,
in the sun; and he cried with a loud voice, saging to all the fowls that ﬂg in the midst of
heaven, Come and gather yourselves togcthcr unto the supper of the great God; 18) That
ye may eat the flesh of l(ingsJ and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of migl'ltg men, and the
flesh of horscsJ and of them that sit on thcm, and the flesh of all men, both free and bond,
both sma” anc] great. i) And the remnant were slain with the sword of Him tha’c sat upon
the horse, which sword Proceeclecl out of His mouth: and all the fowls were filled with their

flesh.

IThessalonians 5:1 But of the times and the seasons, brethren, ye have no need that | write

unto you. 2) For 3ourse|ves know Pemcectig that the day o1c the Lord SO comc’ch as a thieF n
the night. %) For when they sha” say, Peace anc] saFetg; then sudden c]estruc’cion come’ch

upon them, as travail upon a woman with chilcl; and theu sha” not escape.

2Thessalonians 5:7 And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be
revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8) In ﬂaming fire taking vengeance on them that
know not Gocl, and that obeg not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: 2 Who shall be
Punishec} with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord, and from the glorg of
His power;

Isaiah 11:4 But with righ’ceousness shall He 'udge the poor, and reprove with ec]uitg for the
meek of the earth: and He shall smite the earth with the rod of His mouth, and with the
breath of His lips shall He slau the wicked.

Isaiah 26:21 For, beho[cl) the LORD cometh out of His Place to punish the inhabitants of the

earth for their iniqui’cu: the earth also shall disclose her blood,l and shall no more cover her

slain.
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Jeremiah 25:%% And the slain of the LORD shall be at that dau from one end of the earth
even unto ’che othcr end OF ’C"IC ear’cl'lz theu si'la” not be lamenteci, nei’c]']er gatherecl, nor

buriecl; tl-leg shall be dung upon the ground.

If the waters turn to blood and the blackened sun ceases to give its light, who but Satan and his angels could
survive? It makes sense that there is no one alive to bury the slain.
Isaiah 341 Come near, ye nations, to hear; and hearken) ye People: let the earth hear, and
all that is t]'lerein; the world, and all things that come forth of it. 2) For the inclignation of the
LORD is upon all nations, and His Fury upon all their armies: He hath ut’cerlu cles’crouecl
them, He hath delivered them to the slaughtcr. %) Their slain also shall be cast out, and their

stink_shall come up out of their carcases, and the mountains shall be melted with their

blood.

Zechariah 1412 And this shall be the Plague wherewith the LORD will smite all the People
tha’c have gought agains’c Jerusalem; T}'Ieir ﬂesh sha” consume away while theu stand upon

their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in their holes, and their tongue shall consume

away in their mouth.

Isaiah 1%:9 Behol&, the clag of the LORD cometh, cruel both with wrath and fierce anger, to
Iay the lancl desolatc: and He sha” dcstrou thc sinners thcreoF out omc it.

Isaiah 66:16 For bg fire and bg His sword will the LORD Plcad with all flesh: and the slain of
the LORD shall be manuy.

Isaiah 246 Therefore hath the curse devoured the earth, and theg that dwell therein are
clesolatc: thcr@core the in]’labitants omc tlﬂe eart]ﬂ are burnecl, and Few men le1ct. [leFt alivc]

Let's look at a few Scriptures that help us understand what Isaiah meant by "left."
Genesis 32:8 And said, If Esau come to the one company, and smite it, then the other

company which is left shall escape.

Leviticus 10:16 And Moses diligently sought the goat of the sin oﬁccring, and, behold) it was
burnt: and he was angry with Eleazar and l’c}'larnar, the sons of Aaron which were left a!ive)
saying,

Leviticus 26:%6 And upon them that are left alive of you I will send a faintness into their

hearts in the lands of their enemies; ...

Numbers 26:65 For the LORD had said of them, Theg shall surely die in the wilderness. And
there was not left a man of ’chem, save Caleb the son of Jcphunneh, and Joshua the son of

Nun.

Joshua 11:14 And all the sPoil of these cities, and the cattle, the children of 1srael took for a
prey unto themselves; but every man tlﬂeg smote with the eclge of the sworcl) until theg had
destroued ’c]ﬂem, neithcr !eFt theu any to brea’c]’xe.

Christ also used this same term to reveal who would be left alive.
Matthew 2440 Then shall two be in the ﬁeld; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 41)
Two women shall be grinding at the mi”; the one shall be taken) and the other left.
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Luke 17:35 Two women shall be grirlcling toget]ﬂer; the one shall be takerl, and the other left.
36) Two men shall be in the field; the one shall be taken, and the other left. 37) And they
answered and said unto Him, Where, Lord? And He said unto them, Wheresoever the bodg
is, thither will the cagles be gathercd together.

The following verses help to clarify who would be "left."
Genesis 7:21 And all flesh died that moved upon the eartl'x, both of Fowl) and of cattlc, and
of beas’c, and of every crecPing thing that creepeth upon the earth, and every man: 22) All
in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in the clry land, died. 23) And every
Iiving substance was dcstrogcd which was upon the face of the ground, both man, and
cattle, and the creeping things, and the fowl of the heaven; and theg were c]es’croged from
the earth: and Noah onlg remained [leFt] alive, and theg that were with him in the ark.

Matthew 2437 But as the clays of Noe were, sO shall also the coming of the Son of Man be.
38) For as in the clays that were before the flood thcg were eating and clrinking, marrging
and giving in marriage, until the dag that Noe entered into the arl(, 39) And knew not until

the flood came, and took them all away; so shall also the coming of the Son of Man be.

Luke 17:26 And as it was in the clags of Noe, so shall it be also in the clags of the Son of
Man. 27) Theg did eat, thcy drank, they married wives, ’c]’leg were given in marriage, until the
dag that Noe entered into the ark, and the flood came, and destrouecl them all.

Matthew tells us when the flood came, it "took them all away." Luke reveals what "took them all away" meant,
the flood came and "destroyed them all." This interpretation is consistent with Luke's account of "Wheresoever
the body is, thither will the eagles be gathered together" (Luke 17:35). It is also consistent with what Matthew
records, "For wheresoever the carcase is, there will the eagles be gathered together" (Matthew 24:28).

In our common usage of the words, "taken" and "left," we often misinterpret the passages to mean, "some are
taken up" and others are "left behind." The above Bible passages confirm just the opposite is meant by "left."

The second resurrection:

As we have already found, the righteous will be resurrected in the first resurrection, will receive their reward
and will be blessed and holy. We also discovered that they will judge God’s judgment of the wicked. Now let's
turn our attention to the "second death." If there is a second death, there must have been a first death. Who
will suffer two deaths? It must be the wicked for the righteous only suffer one death and are resurrected in the
first resurrection never to die again as do the resurrected wicked.

Revelation 20:6 Blessed and holy is he that hath Part in the first resurrection: on such the

second death hath no power, but they shall be Pries’cs of God and of Christ, and shall reign

with Him a thousand years.
Revelation 20:6 tells us that the saints are resurrected in the “first resurrection,” implying that there must at
least be a second. And there is. It is the resurrection of the wicked at the end of the 1000 years. It is not that
they are resurrected twice, but that they come up in the second resurrection at the end of the 1000 years.
They resurrect once, but die twice, and the second death is the final death with no resurrection. In the

following verse it states that the wicked would be visited "after many days." It appears Isaiah is referring to the
1000 years.

Isaiah 2421 And it shall come to pass in that clag, that the LORD shall PUﬂiS"l the host of
the high ones that are on H’gh, and the kings of the earth upon the earth. 22) And theg
shall be gathered toge’cher, as Prisoners are gatherecl in the Pi’c, and shall be shut up in the

Prison, and after many claus shall theu be visited.
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Revelation 20:5a But the rest of the dead lived not again until the thousand years were
finished.

Revelation 20:15 And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell delivered
up the dead which were in them:. ..

The same author, John, wrote in his gospel regarding the two resurrections, the “resurrection of life” and the
“resurrection of damnation.” He does not specify that there is 1000 years between them, but only that there is
one resurrection for the righteous and one resurrection for the wicked. John is consistent in his understanding
of the wicked dying once to be resurrected once and die again.

John 5:25, 28, 29 Verilg, verily) I say unto you, The hour is coming, and now is, when the
dead shall hear the voice of the Son of God: and tl-leg that hear shall live. . . 28) Marvel not
at this: for the hour is coming, in the which all that are in the graves shall hear His voice, 29)
And shall come Forth; theg that have done good, unto the resurrection of lhce; and theg that

have done evil) unto the resurrection of damnation.

It will be at this time that the wicked will receive the execution of the sentence determined by the saints during
the 1000 years while the wicked were still dead and the record of their deeds were examined.

Revelation 20:7 And when the thousand years are expirc&, Satan shall be loosed out of his

rison, 8) And shall go out to deceive the nations which are in the four quar’cers of the
earth, Gog anc] Magog, [the resurrected wicked] to gather them toge’cher to battle: the
number of whom is as the sand of the sea. ) And theg went up on the breadth of the earth,
and comPassccl the camp of the saints about) and the beloved citg: and fire came down

From Goc] out o1C heaven, and clevourec] thcm.

The wicked are made alive, having been resurrected when to receive their sentence and their final execution.
Revelation 20:3b And the sea gave up the dead which were in it; and death and hell
delivered up the dead which were in them: and theg werejuclge& every man according to

their works.

It is at this time that they too, will be convinced of the righteous judgment of God.
Jude 14 And Enoch a[so, the seventh from Adam, Prophesied of these, saging, bchold, the
Lord cometh with ten thousands of His saints, 15) To executejuclgment upon all, and to
convince a” that are ungoc”u among them of a” their ungoc”u deeds which theu have

urlgodlu cornmitted, and of all their hard sPceclﬂes which ungoc”u sinners have sPoken

against Him.

At this point, all of God's creatures have been fully convinced of His righteous judgment, whether things in
Heaven, things on earth, and things under the earth.

Philippians 2:10 That at the name of Jesus every knee should bowJ of things in heaven, and

things in earth) and things under the earth;

The second death:
Below are the Scriptures that speak of the "second death." The righteous, who are overcomers, will not suffer
the second death.
Revelation 2:11 He that hath an ear, let him hear what the SPirit saith unto the churches; He

that overcometh shall not be hurt of the second death.
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Revelation 20:6 Blessed and ]’1019 is he that hath Part in the first resurrection: on such the
second death hath no power, but they shall be Pries’cs of God and of Christ, and shall reign

with Him a thousand years.

It is the wicked who suffer the second death.
Revelation 20:14 And death and hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death.

15) And whosoever was not found written in the book of life was cast into the lake of fire.

Revelation 21:8 But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and
whoremongcrs, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake
which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death.

When the Scriptures speak of "for ever and ever," we must allow the Word of God to define its own terms if we
are to rightly interpret.

Revelation 20:10 And the devil that deceived them was cast into the lake of fire and
brimstone, where the beast and the false Proplﬁct are, and shall be tormented dag and nig"lt

)COF cver and cver.

Deuteronomg 15:17 Then thou shalt take an aul, and thrust it through his ear unto the door,

and ]’IC sha” be thu servant For ever. And also unto thg maidservant thou shalt do lil«zwise.

In the following passage, "for ever" means "as long as he liveth."
1Samuel 1:22 But Hannah went not up; for she said unto her husband, I will not goup until
the child be weaned, and then 1 will bring him, that he may appear before the LORD, and
there abide for ever. ... 28) Therefore also I have lent him to the LORD; as long as he liveth
he shall be lent to the LORD. And he worslﬂipped the LORD there.

The time is coming when the wicked will be no more. This is known as the second death, being eternal.
Ezekiel 18:4 Behold) all souls are mine; as the soul of the Fathcr) so also the soul of the son

is mine: the soul that sinneth, it shall die.

Psalm 22:29 All tlﬂeg that be fat upon earth shall eat and wors}'lipz all thcy that g0 down to

the dust shall bow before Him: and none can keeP alive his own soul.

Psalm 92:7 When the wicked sPring as the grass, and when all the workers of iniquity do
ﬂourish; it is that theu shall be clestroued for ever:

Psalm 57:10 For yet a little while) and the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligcntly

consider his Place, and it shall not be.

Proverbs 10:25 As the whirlwind Passeth, s0 is the wicked no more: but the righteous s an

everlasting foundation.

Malachi 41 For, bc]ﬂold, the clag comcth, that shall burn as an oven; and all the Proud, yea,
and all that do wickcdlg, shall be stubble: and the clag that cometh shall burn them up, saith
the LORD of hosts, that it shall leave them neither root nor branch. 2) But unto you that

fear my name shall the sun of rightcousncss arise with healing in His wings; and ye shall g0

Forth, and grow up as calves of the stall. %) And ye shall tread down the wicked; for m
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shall be ashes under the soles of your feet in the clag that 1 shall do this, saith the LORD of

hosts.

What about the fate of Satan, surely if any of the wicked should be tormented for ever, it would be Satan.
Ezekiel 28:18 Thou hast defiled thg sanctuaries bg the multitude of thine iniquities, }39 the
inic]uitg of thg traffick; therefore will | bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour
thee, and | will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the ngl’]t of all them that behold thee.
19) All ’c]’xeg that know thee among the Peop!e shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a

terror, and never shalt thou be any more.

The last enemy to be destroyed is death:

“Death and hell” are thrown into the lake of fire. But isn’t hell the lake of fire? Can hell be thrown into itself?
Most of the time that hell is used in the Bible it refers to the grave. Death and the grave will be thrown into the
lake of fire, and there shall be no more death or suffering. Paul speaks of this concept in Corinthians.

1Corinthians 15:26 The last enemy that shall be c!es’crogccl is death.
1Corinthians 15:54~b Death is swallowed up n victory. 55) O dcath, where is thg sting? O

grave, where is thg victory?

Isaiah 25:8 He will swallow up death in victory; and the Lord GOD will wiPe away tears from
off all Faces; and the rebuke of His People shall He take away from off all the earth: for the
LORD hath sPoken it.
If the wicked are suffering in eternal fire, how can it be said that there will be no more sorrow or pain or
crying?
Revelation 21:4 And God shall wiPe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no
more clcat]'l, neither SOrrow, nor crging, neither shall there be any more Pain: for the former

things are Passecl away.

Is it the punishing that is eternal, or the punishment that is eternal? In the following verse, it states that it is the
destruction that is everlasting, not the destroying. How can you have both? One is ongoing while the other is
final.

2Thessalonians 1.7 And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be
revealed from heaven with His mightg angels, 8) In Haming fire taking vengeance on them that
know not God, and that obeg not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: ) Who shall be
Punished with evcrlasting destruction from the presence of the Lorcl, and from the glory of

His power;

What about the passages that clearly suggest that the punishing is everlasting?
Revelationl4:10 The same shall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is Pourecl out
without mixture into the cup of His inclignation; and he shall be tormented with fire and
brimstone in the presence of the ho[g ange!s) and in the presence of the Lamb: 1 And the
smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and t"leg have no rest dag nor
night, who worship the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.

When we consider the following verse, we understand how Scripture interprets “for ever and ever.” The

“smoke” will eventually “consume away.” When this is understood, it perfectly harmonizes with the rest of the
Scriptures.
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Psalm 57:20 But the wicked shall Perislﬂ, and the enemies of the LORD shall be as the fat of
lambs: theg shall consume; into smoke shall they consume away.

The same principle of interpretation can be applied to the following verses which speak of the “everlasting
fire.” It simply means, until it burns out becoming ashes which cannot burn.

Matthew 25:41 Then shall He say also unto them on the left hanc], Depar’c from me, ye
cursed, into everlasting fire, Prel:)arecl for the devil and his ange[s:

Matthew 18:8 Wherefore i thy hand or thg foot offend thee, cut them OH:, and cast them
from thee: it is better for thee to enter into life halt or maimed, rather than l-naving two hands
or two feet to be cast into cverlasting fire.

The Bible says that Sodom and Gomorrha suffered the vengeance of “eternal fire.” Are they still burning?

Jude 7 Even as Sodom and Gomorrha, and the cities about them in like manner, gjving

themselves over to Fornication, and going after strange ﬂes]'l, are set forth for an example,

sumcmcering the vengeance omc cterna! ﬁrc.

Peter interprets Jude's “eternal fire” of Sodom and Gomorrah as being brought to ashes.
2 Peter 2:6 And turning the cities of Sodom and Gomorrha into ashes condemned them with

an over’c]ﬂrow, making them an ensamplc unto those that after should live ungoc”g.
What about “unquenchable fire?” Does "unquenchable" mean perpetual burning, or that it can't be quenched
until it burns out?
Luke 3:17 Whose fan is in His hand, and He will throughlg purge His ﬂoor, and will gather the
wheat into His garner; but the chaff He will burn with fire unqluenchab[e.

Mark 9:4% And if th hand offend thce cut it off: it is better for thee to enter into life
maimed than havmg two hancls to g0 into he” into ’che ﬁre t‘ﬁat never sl‘la” be quenched
44) Where their worm dieth not, and the fire is not quenchecl 45) And if thg Foot offend
thce, cut it off: it is better for thee to enter halt into [nce, than havmg two feet to be cast into
he”, into the fire that never shall be qluenched: 46) Where their worm dieth not, and the fire

is not quenchecl.

The same unquenchable fire was predicted for Jerusalem by Jeremiah in the Babylonian siege, and it did
happen.

Jeremiah 17:27 But hcyc will not hearken unto me to hallow the sabbath dag, and not to bear
a burden) even entering in at the gates of Jerusalem on the Sabbath dag; then will 1 kindle a
fire in the gates thereoxc, and it shall devour the Pa[aces of Jerusalem, and it shall not be

quenchecl.

Yet that fire is not burning today.
2Kings 25:8 And in the fifth month, on the seventh dag of the month, which is the nineteenth
year of king Nebuchadnezzar king of Babglon, came Nebuzaradan, captain of the guarcl, a
servant of the king of Babglon, unto Jerusalem: 2 And he burnt the house of the LORD,
and the king’s house, and all the houses of Jerusalem, and every great man’s house burnt he

with fire.

If we allow Jeremiah to define, “ it shall not be quenched,” we discover its meaning, “that none can quench it.”
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Jeremiah 44 Circumcise goursclves to the LORD, and take away the foreskins of your
heart, ye men of Judah and inhabitants of Jerusalem: lest my Furu come forth like ﬁ're, and

burn that none can qluench it, because of the evil of your doings.

Let’s take a closer look at the word, consume:

Strong’s Hebrew 3615. kaw-law’; a primitive root; to end, whether intransitive (to cease, be
finished, perish) or transitived (to complete, prepare, consume):—accomplish, cease,
consume (away), determine, destroy (utterly), be (when ... were) done, (be an) end (of),
expire, (cause to) fail, faint, finish, fulfil, x fully, x have, leave (off), long, bring to pass, wholly
reap, make clean riddance, spend, quite take away, waste.

The following verses agree with the Strong’s definition of “consume,” to end, to cease, be finished, perish.
Psalms 59:15 Consume thcm in wra’c}'l, consume tl‘lem, ’cha’c ’c]ﬂeu may not bc: anc] le’c ’c]’)em

know that God ruleth in Jacob unto the ends of the earth. Selah.

Psalms 10435 Let the sinners be consumed out of the earth, and let the wicked be no more.
Bless thou the LORD, O my soul. Praise ye the LORD.

Job 7:9 As the cloud is consumed and vanisheth away: so he that goeth down to the grave

sha” come UP no more.

The Scriptures tell us that it is the righteous who will dwell in “everlasting burnings.”
Isaiah 3514 The sinners in Zion are aFraicl; fearfulness hath sur[:)risecl the hgpocrites. who
among us shall dwell with the devourirlg fire? who among us shall dwell with everlasting
burnings? 15) He that walketh rigl‘l’ceouslg, and sPeakcth uprightlg; he that clespiseth the
gain of oPPressions, that shaketh his hands from "lolcling of bribes, that stoPPeth his ears
from hcaring of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil;

What are those “everlasting burnings?”

Hebrews 12:29 For our God is a consuming fire.

This fire is obviously not to be taken literally and this is why it is so important to allow the Bible to define its
own terms otherwise we are drawn away with every false doctrine.

The following verses verify the conclusion that we have reached in our study, namely, that all the wicked
receive their reward of damnation at the end of the 1000 years and not individually at death. It speaks of the
transgressors being “consumed,” which agrees with Malachi and Ezekiel speaking of the wicked, including

Satan, being brought to “ashes.”
Isaiah 1:28 And the destruction of the transgressors and of the sinners shall be together,

and theg that forsake the LORD shall be consumed.

Psalm 10435 Let the sinners be consumed out of the cartl‘l, and let the wicked be no more.
Bless thou the LORD, O my soul. Praise ye the LORD.

Zephaniah 1:2 1 will utterlg consume all things from off the land, saith the LORD. ) | will
consume man and beast; I will consume the fowls of the heaven, and the fishes of the sea,

and the stumblingblocks with the wicl«:cl; and 1 will cut off man from off the land, saith the
LORD.

This will be the final destiny of the wicked, they shall not be.
Psalm 525 God shall likewise c]es’croy thee for ever, He shall take thee away, and Pluck thee
out of thg clwe”ing Place, and root thee out of the land of the living. Selah
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Obadiah 16 For as ye have drunk upon my ]’1019 mountain, so shall all the heathen drink
continua”g, yea, ’c]ﬂeg shall clrink, and theg shall swallow down, and ’c]ﬂeu shall be as tl’xough
theu had not been.

Psalm 37:10 For yet a little while, and the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligentlu

consider his P[ace, and it shall not be.

Another good question to ask ourselves is, “If the fire comes from heaven to earth to burn up the wicked, how
can it still be burning when all is burned up, even the very elements according to Peter?” And yet we are
promised that after the earth is burned up, God will re-create a new heaven and a new earth.

Revelation 21:1 And | saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven and the first

earth were Passed awag; ancl tl"ICFC was no more sea....

Matthew 1%:38 The field is the world; the good seed are the children of the lcingclom; but the
tares are the children of the wicked one; 39) The enemy that sowed them is the clcvil; the
harvest is the end of the wor!cl; and the reapers are the angcls. 40) As therefore the tares
are gatherccl and burned in the fire; so shall it be in the end of this world. 41) The Son of
Man shall send forth His angels, and theg shall gather out of his kingdom all things that
omcmcenc], and them which do iniqui’cg; 42) And shall cast them into a furnace of fire: there shall
be wai!ing and gnashing of teeth.
Consider the following verses as examples of how effectively Satan’s first deception has been accepted, “Ye
shalt not surely die” (Genesis 3:4), has been accepted by the majority. May God set us free from deception by
the truth.
Truth:

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should not perish, but have everlasting life.

Misunderstood to say,

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him
should have everlasting life in torment, but have everlasting life.

Truth:
Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Misunderstood to say,

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is eternal life in hell; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ
our Lord.

Truth:

James 1:14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 15) Then when
lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death.

Misunderstood to say,

James 1:14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 15) Then when
lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth eternal life in hell.

Truth:
1 John 5:12 He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God hath not life.

Misunderstood to say,
1 John 5:12 He that hath the Son hath life; and he that hath not the Son of God still hath life, only in hell.
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