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Introduction 

“Satan is the destroyer, but Christ is the restorer. From the first it was Satan's purpose to cause men to 
transgress the law of God. He misrepresented the character of the Father, trampled upon His law, and 
cast contempt upon His precepts. He inspired men with his own spirit, and made them partakers of his 
own attributes, and caused them to transgress the law of God. When he had accomplished his work of 
ruin, he pointed to the degraded, sin-polluted souls whom he had made subject to a thousand vices, 
and declared that they were too degraded, too wretched, to be redeemed by Heaven. He sought to 
present mankind in the most discouraging aspect, so that reformation might seem hopeless. Though he 
could not prevail with his temptations in assailing Christ, or cause Him to fail or be discouraged, yet he 
often succeeds too well with those who should be laborers together with God. But his plans to cause the 
work to cease are not wholly successful. Through the grace of God those whom the enemy has 
oppressed for generations, rise up to the dignity of God-given manhood and womanhood, and present 
themselves as sons and daughters of the Most High. This result is generally brought about through well-
directed, persevering missionary labor.” RH November 26, 1895, par. 4

“Jesus Christ is the Restorer. The apostate, Satan, is the destroyer. Here is the conflict between the 
Prince of life and the prince of this world, the power of darkness. How can we doubt this when our Lord 
and Saviour left the courts of heaven, laid aside His royal robe and His royal crown, and clothed His 
divinity with humanity, that He might stand as the substitute and surety for men, bearing their guilt and 
their sin. He intended that a greater work should be done in behalf of man than we have yet seen. He 
did not intend that such large numbers should choose to stand under the banner of Satan and be 
enrolled as rebels against the government of God. He has no pleasure in the death of the wicked. The 
world’s Redeemer did not design that His purchased inheritance should live and die in their sins….” 
11LtMs, Lt 34, 1896, par. 2

“We are sons and daughters of God. Satan is the destroyer and Christ is the restorer. He will make us 
partakers of His holiness. God does not make light of sin, but He seeks to rescue us from sin. There is 
not in Jesus Christ harsh, stern repulsiveness or resentment; and if we have the character of Christ we 
shall have His mold. There is no forcing us to holiness, but in His own likeness He wishes us to imitate 
His character, to admire Him—true, pure, generous, and loving.” 10LtMs, Lt 25a, 1895, par. 22

“Oh, cannot we pray in faith for a mighty movement in this direction—converted men and women to take 
hold of the work and carry it forward and upward? I must speak forth the praises of God, that He has 
wrought for me again in His great mercy. About two weeks since, while [I was] in discouragement at St. 
Helena, the Lord Jesus appeared to me in a distinct form and His words were, ‘Satan is the destroyer, 
but I am your Restorer. Pain and affliction will try your faith, but be not discouraged. I am your 
Restorer.’” 18MR 377.3



“The Lord speaks to human beings in imperfect speech, in order that the degenerate senses, the dull, 
earthly perception, of earthly beings may comprehend His words. Thus is shown God's condescension. 
He meets fallen human beings where they are. The Bible, perfect as it is in its simplicity, does not 
answer to the great ideas of God; for infinite ideas cannot be perfectly embodied in finite vehicles of 
thought. Instead of the expressions of the Bible being exaggerated, as many people suppose, the 
strong expressions break down before the magnificence of the thought, though the penman selected the 
most expressive language through which to convey the truths of higher education. Sinful beings can 
only bear to look upon a shadow of the brightness of heaven's glory.” (Letter 121, 1901) 7BC 946.1

“There is not always perfect order or apparent unity in the Scriptures. The miracles of Christ are not 
given in exact order, but are given just as the circumstances occurred, which called for this divine 
revealing of the power of Christ. The truths of the Bible are as pearls hidden. They must be searched, 
dug out by painstaking effort. Those who take only a surface view of the Scriptures will, with their 
superficial knowledge, which they think is very deep, talk of the contradictions of the Bible, and question 
the authority of the Scriptures. But those whose hearts are in harmony with truth and duty will search 
the Scriptures with a heart prepared to receive divine impressions. The illuminated soul sees a spiritual 
unity, one grand golden thread running through the whole, but it requires patience, thought, and prayer 
to trace out the precious golden thread. Sharp contentions over the Bible have led to investigation and 
revealed the precious jewels of truth. Many tears have been shed, many prayers offered, that the Lord 
would open the understanding to His Word. 1SM 20.1

“The Bible is not given to us in grand superhuman language. Jesus, in order to reach man where he is, 
took humanity. The Bible must be given in the language of men. Everything that is human is imperfect. 
Different meanings are expressed by the same word; there is not one word for each distinct idea. The 
Bible was given for practical purposes. 1SM 20.2

“The stamps of minds are different. All do not understand expressions and statements alike. Some 
understand the statements of the Scriptures to suit their own particular minds and cases. 
Prepossessions, prejudices, and passions have a strong influence to darken the understanding and 
confuse the mind even in reading the words of Holy Writ.” 1SM 20.3

“The Bible is written by inspired men, but it is not God's mode of thought and expression. It is that of 
humanity. God, as a writer, is not represented. Men will often say such an expression is not like God. 
But God has not put Himself in words, in logic, in rhetoric, on trial in the Bible. The writers of the Bible 
were God's penmen, not His pen. Look at the different writers. 1SM 21.1

“It is not the words of the Bible that are inspired, but the men that were inspired. Inspiration acts not on 
the man's words or his expressions but on the man himself, who, under the influence of the Holy Ghost, 
is imbued with thoughts. But the words and thoughts receive the impress of the individual mind. The 
divine mind is diffused. The divine mind and will is combined with the human mind and will; thus the 
utterances of the man are the word of God.”—MS 24, 1886 (written in Europe in 1886) 1SM 21.2



“Those who desire to doubt will have plenty of room. God does not propose to remove all occasion for 
unbelief. He gives evidence, which must be carefully investigated with a humble mind and a teachable 
spirit, and all should decide from the weight of evidence. God gives sufficient evidence for the candid 
mind to believe; but he who turns from the weight of evidence because there are a few things which he 
cannot make plain to his finite understanding will be left in the cold, chilling atmosphere of unbelief and 
questioning doubts, and will make shipwreck of faith.” 5T 675, 676 (1889) 2MCP 672.3“The Holy Spirit 
is wanting in our work. Nothing frightens me more than to see the spirit of variance manifested by our 
brethren. We are on dangerous ground when we cannot meet together like Christians, and courteously 
examine controverted points. I feel like fleeing from the place lest I receive the mold of those who 
cannot candidly investigate the doctrines of the Bible. Those who cannot impartially examine the 
evidences of a position that differs from theirs, are not fit to teach in any department of God's cause. 
What we need is the baptism of the Holy Spirit. Without this, we are no more fitted to go forth to the 
world than were the disciples after the crucifixion of their Lord. Jesus knew their destitution, and told 
them to tarry in Jerusalem until they should be endowed with power from on high. Every teacher must 
be a learner, that his eyes may be anointed to see the evidences of the advancing truth of God. The 
beams of the Sun of Righteousness must shine into his own heart if he would impart light to others.” RH 
February 18, 1890, par. 13

“Some have feared that if in even a single point they acknowledge themselves in error, other minds 
would be led to doubt the whole theory of truth. Therefore they have felt that investigation should not be 
permitted; that it would tend to dissension and disunion. But if such is to be the result of investigation, 
the sooner it comes the better. If there are those whose faith in God's word will not stand the test of an 
investigation of the Scriptures, the sooner they are revealed the better; for then the way will be opened 
to show them their error. We cannot hold that a position once taken, an idea once advocated, is not, 
under any circumstances, to be relinquished. There is but one who is infallible,—He who is the Way, the 
Truth, and the Life.” TM 105.2

“I have not changed my views in reference to the law in Galatians, but I hope that I shall never be left to 
entertain the spirit that was brought into the General Conference. I have not the least hesitancy in 
saying it was not the Spirit of God. If every idea we have entertained in doctrines is truth, will not the 
truth bear to be investigated? Will it totter and fall if criticized? If so, let it fall, the sooner the better. The 
spirit that would close the door to investigation of points of truth in a Christlike manner is not the Spirit 
from above…." 9MR 327.4

“There is no excuse for anyone in taking the position that there is no more truth to be revealed, and that 
all our expositions of Scripture are without an error. The fact that certain doctrines have been held as 
truth for many years by our people, is not a proof that our ideas are infallible. Age will not make error 
into truth, and truth can afford to be fair. No true doctrine will lose anything by close investigation. CW 
35.2

“We are living in perilous times, and it does not become us to accept everything claimed to be truth 
without examining it thoroughly; neither can we afford to reject anything that bears the fruits of the Spirit 
of God; but we should be teachable, meek and lowly of heart. There are those who oppose everything 
that is not in accordance with their own ideas, and by so doing they endanger their eternal interest as 
verily as did the Jewish nation in their rejection of Christ. CW 35.3

“The Lord designs that our opinions shall be put to the test, that we may see the necessity of closely 
examining the living oracles to see whether or not we are in the faith. Many who claim to believe the 
truth have settled down at their ease, saying, ‘I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of 
nothing.’” RH December 20, 1892; CW 36.1  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Chapter 1 
The Glory Of God Revealed 

Christ Revealed the Father’s Glory:

John 14:8 Philip saith unto Him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us. 9)Jesus saith unto him, Have I 
been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the 
Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?  

John 10:30 I and my Father are one.  

Jon 10:38 But if I do, though ye believe not me, believe the works: that ye may know, and believe, that the 
Father is in me, and I in Him. 

John 14:20 At that day ye shall know that I am in my Father, and ye in me, and I in you. 

Colossians 1:15 Who is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn of every creature:  

Hebrews 1:3 Who being the brightness of His glory, and the express image of His person, … 

John 17:4 I have glorified thee on the earth: I have finished the work which thou gavest me to do.  

2 Corinthians 4:6 For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to 
give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.  

Colossians 1:9, 10 For this cause we also, since the day we heard it, do not cease to pray for you, and to 
desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; 10) That 
ye might walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the 
knowledge of God; 

Ephesians 1:17 That the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give unto you the spirit of 
wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him: 

“The glory of God is His character. While Moses was in the mount, earnestly interceding with God, He prayed, ‘I beseech 
Thee, show me Thy glory.’ In answer God declared ‘I will make all My goodness pass before thee, and I will proclaim the 
name of the Lord before thee; and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show 
mercy.’” ST September 3, 1902, par. 6

“Christ came to reveal to the world the knowledge of the character of God, of which the world was destitute. This 
knowledge was the chief treasure which He committed to the disciples to be communicated to men…. Christ came to 
change the order of things that then existed and to reveal to them the character of the Father. He drew aside the veil 
which concealed His glory from the eyes of mortals, and made manifest to the world the only true and living God, whom 
to know aright is life eternal.” RH November 1, 1892 

“‘As truly as I live,’ He declared, ‘all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the Lord.’… God’s glory, His character, His 
merciful kindness and tender love that which Moses had pleaded in behalf of Israel – were to be revealed to all mankind. 
And this promise of Jehovah was made doubly sure; it was confirmed by an oath. As surely as God lives and reigns, His 
glory should be declared ‘among the heathen, His wonders among all people.’” Psalm 96:3 PK 313.1

“God is love” is written upon every opening bud, upon every spire of springing grass. The lovely birds making the air vocal 
with their happy songs, the delicately tinted flowers in their perfection perfuming the air, the lofty trees of the forest with 
their rich foliage of living green—all testify to the tender, fatherly care of our God and to His desire to make His children 
happy. 
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“The word of God reveals His character. He Himself has declared His infinite love and pity. When Moses prayed, ‘Show 
me Thy glory,’ the Lord answered, ‘I will make all My goodness pass before thee’ Exodus 33:18, 19. This is His glory. The 
Lord passed before Moses, and proclaimed, ‘The Lord, The Lord God, merciful and gracious, long-suffering, and 
abundant in goodness and truth, keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving iniquity and transgression and sin.’ Exodus 34:6, 
7 He is ‘slow to anger, and of great kindness,’ ‘because He delighteth in mercy.’ Jonah 4:2; Micah 7:18  

“God has bound our hearts to Him by unnumbered tokens in heaven and in earth. Through the things of nature, and the 
deepest and tenderest earthly ties that human hearts can know, He has sought to reveal Himself to us. Yet these but 
imperfectly represent His love. Though all these evidences have been given, the enemy of good blinded the minds of 
men, so that they looked upon God with fear; they thought of Him as severe and unforgiving. Satan led men to conceive 
of God as a being whose chief attribute is stern justice,—one who is a severe judge, a harsh, exacting creditor. He 
pictured the Creator as a being who is watching with jealous eye to discern the errors and mistakes of men, that He may 
visit judgments upon them. It was to remove this dark shadow, by revealing to the world the infinite love of God, that 
Jesus came to live among men. 

“The Son of God came from heaven to make manifest the Father. ‘No man hath seen God at any time; the only begotten 
Son, which is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him.’ John 1:18 'Neither knoweth any man the Father, save 
the Son, and he to whomsoever the Son will reveal Him.’ Matthew 11:27 When one of the disciples made the request, 
‘Show us the Father,’ Jesus answered, ‘Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known Me, Philip? He 
that hath seen Me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Show us the Father?’ John 14:8, 9 

“In describing His earthly mission, Jesus said, The Lord ‘hath anointed Me to preach the gospel to the poor; He hath sent 
Me to heal the brokenhearted, to preach deliverance to the captives, and recovering of sight to the blind, to set at liberty 
them that are bruised.’ Luke 4:18 This was His work. He went about doing good and healing all that were oppressed by 
Satan. There were whole villages where there was not a moan of sickness in any house, for He had passed through them 
and healed all their sick. His work gave evidence of His divine anointing. Love, mercy, and compassion were revealed in 
every act of His life; His heart went out in tender sympathy to the children of men. He took man's nature, that He might 
reach man's wants. The poorest and humblest were not afraid to approach Him. Even little children were attracted to Him. 
They loved to climb upon His knees and gaze into the pensive face, benignant with love. 

“Jesus did not suppress one word of truth, but He uttered it always in love. He exercised the greatest tact and thoughtful, 
kind attention in His relationships with the people. He was never rude, never needlessly spoke a severe word, never gave 
needless pain to a sensitive soul. He did not censure human weakness. He spoke the truth, but always in love. He 
denounced hypocrisy, unbelief, and iniquity; but tears were in His voice as He uttered His scathing rebukes. He wept over 
Jerusalem, the city He loved, which refused to receive Him, the way, the truth, and the life. They had rejected Him, the 
Saviour, but He regarded them with pitying tenderness. His life was one of self-denial and thoughtful care for others. 
Every soul was precious in His eyes. While He ever bore Himself with divine dignity, He bowed with the tenderest regard 
to every member of the family of God. In all men He saw fallen souls whom it was His mission to save. 

“Such is the character of Christ as revealed in His life. This is the character of God. It is from the Father's heart that the 
streams of divine compassion, manifest in Christ, flow out to the children of men. Jesus, the tender, pitying Saviour, was 
God ‘manifest in the flesh.’” 1 Timothy 3:16 SC 10.1—12.2

“And the years of eternity, as they roll, will bring richer and still more glorious revelations of God and of Christ. As 
knowledge is progressive, so will love, reverence, and happiness increase. The more men learn of God, the greater will 
be their admiration of His character.” GC 678.1

“All that man needs to know or can know of God has been revealed in the life and character of His Son.” 8T 286.1

“The infinite love of God has been manifested in the gift of His only-begotten Son to redeem a lost race. Christ came to 
the earth to reveal to men the character of His Father, and His life was filled with deeds of divine tenderness and 
compassion.” PP 469.2

“He presented to men that which was exactly contrary to the representations of the enemy in regard to the character of 
God, and sought to impress upon men the paternal love of the Father, who ‘so loved the world, that He gave His only-
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.’” FE 177.1 

“Christ came to this world as the expression of the very heart and mind and nature and character of God.” MM 19.1

“‘Show us the Father,’ said Philip, ‘and it sufficeth us.’ Jesus answered, ‘Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast 
thou not known me, Philip? he that hath seen me hath seen the Father.’ I am ‘the brightness of His glory, and the express 
image of His person.’ You can know God by knowing me.” RH April 12, 1892, par. 28

“Looking unto Jesus we obtain brighter and more distinct views of God, and by beholding we become changed. 
Goodness, love for our fellow men, becomes our natural instinct. We develop a character which is the counterpart of the 
divine character. Growing into His likeness, we enlarge our capacity for knowing God.” COL 355.1

“We have only one perfect photograph of God, and this is Jesus Christ.” 7BC 906
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“God saw that a clearer revelation than nature was needed to portray both His personality and His character. He sent His 
Son into the world to manifest, so far as could be endured by human sight, the nature and the attributes of the invisible 
God.” MH 419.4

“The disciples did not yet understand Christ's words concerning His relation to God. Much of His teaching was still dark to 
them. Christ desired them to have a clearer, more distinct knowledge of God.” MH 420.2

“When, on the Day of Pentecost, the Holy Spirit was poured out on the disciples, they understood more fully the truths 
that Christ had spoken in parables. Much of the teaching that had been a mystery to them was made clear. But not even 
then did the disciples receive the complete fulfillment of Christ's promise. They received all the knowledge of God that 
they could bear, but the complete fulfillment of the promise that Christ would show them plainly of the Father was yet to 
come. Thus it is today. Our knowledge of God is partial and imperfect. When the conflict is ended, and the Man Christ 
Jesus acknowledges before the Father His faithful workers, who in a world of sin have borne true witness for Him, they 
will understand clearly what now are mysteries to them.” MH 420.4

“He presented to men that which was exactly contrary to the representations of the enemy in regard to the character of 
God, …" FE 177

“All that man needs to know or can know of God has been revealed in the life and character of His Son.” 8T 286.1

“But many of those who profess to believe in Christ do not know God. They have only a surface religion. They do not love 
God; they do not study His character; therefore they do not know how to trust, how to look and live. They do not know 
what restful love is, or what it means to walk by faith.” RH July 20, 1897, par. 8

We Shall Reveal His Glory

Isaiah 60:1 Arise, shine; for thy light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen upon thee. 2) For, behold, 
the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the LORD shall arise upon thee, and 
His glory shall be seen upon thee. 3) And the Gentiles shall come to thy light, and kings to the brightness of 
thy rising. 

2 Corinthians 3:18 But we all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into 
the same image from glory to glory  

Isaiah 6:3…The whole earth is full of His glory.  

Isaiah 35:2…They shall see the glory of the Lord, and the excellency of our God. 

Psalm 85:9 Surely His salvation is nigh them that fear Him; that glory may dwell in our land. 

Psalm 96:3 Declare His glory among the heathen, His wonders among all people. 

Proverbs 2:5 Then shalt thou understand the fear of the LORD, and find the knowledge of God. 

Numbers 14:21 But as truly as I live, all the earth shall be filled with the glory of the LORD. 

Habakkuk 2:14 For the earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, as the waters cover 
the sea. 

Isaiah 40:5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together: for the mouth of 
the LORD hath spoken it. 

Revelation 18:1 And after these things I saw another angel come down from heaven, having great power; and 
the earth was lightened with His glory. 

Hosea 4:1 Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel: for the LORD hath a controversy with the 
inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. … 6) My 
people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, 
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that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also forget thy 
children. 

1 Corinthians 15:34 Become sober-minded as you ought, and stop sinning; for some have no knowledge of 
God. I speak this to your shame. 

“Those who wait for the Bridegroom's coming are to say to the people, ‘Behold your God.’ The last rays of merciful light, 
the last message of mercy to be given to the world, is a revelation of His character of love. The children of God are to 
manifest His glory. In their own life and character they are to reveal what the grace of God has done for them.” COL 415.5

“The essential knowledge is a knowledge of God and of Him whom He has sent.” MH 401

“The central theme of the Bible, the theme about which every other in the whole book clusters, is the redemption plan, the 
restoration in the human soul of the image of God…. The burden of every book and every passage of the Bible is the 
unfolding of this wondrous theme…. He who grasps this thought has before him an infinite field for study. He has the key 
that will unlock to him the whole treasure house of God’s word.” Ed 125, 126

“In order to be co-workers with God, in order to become like Him and to reveal His character, we must know Him aright. 
We must know Him as He reveals Himself.” MH 40 

“By beholding Christ, by talking of Him, by beholding the loveliness of His character we become changed. Changed from 
glory to glory. And what is glory? Character – and he becomes changed from character to character. Thus we see that 
there is a work of purification that goes on by beholding Jesus.” SD 337.5

“So the followers of Christ are to shed light into the darkness of the world. Through the Holy Spirit, God’s word is a light 
as it becomes a transforming power in the life of the receiver. By implanting in their hearts the principles of His word, the 
Holy Spirit develops in men the attributes of God. The light of His glory – His character  is to shine forth in His followers. 
Thus they are to glorify God, to lighten the path to the Bridegroom’s home, to the city of God, to the marriage supper of 
the Lamb.” COL 414

“Just before us is the closing struggle of the great controversy when, with ‘all power and signs and wonders, and with all 
deceivableness of unrighteousness,’ Satan is to work to misrepresent the character of God, that he may ‘seduce, if it 
were possible, even the elect.’ If there was ever a people in need of constantly increasing light from heaven, it is the 
people that, in this time of peril, God has called to be the depositaries of His holy law and to vindicate His character 
before the world. Those to whom has been committed a trust so sacred must be spiritualized, elevated, vitalized, by the 
truths they profess to believe. Never did the church more sorely need, and never was God more solicitous that she 
should enjoy, the experience described in Paul’s letter to the Colossians when he wrote: We ‘do not cease to pray for you, 
and to desire that ye might be filled with the knowledge of His will in all wisdom and spiritual understanding; that ye might 
walk worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing, being fruitful in every good work, and increasing in the knowledge of God.” 5T 
746.1

“Like our Saviour, we are in this world to do service for God. We are here to become like God in character, and by a life of 
service to reveal Him to the world. In order to be co-workers with God, in order to become like Him and to reveal His 
character, we must know Him aright. We must know Him as He reveals Himself.” MH 409.1

“‘When the fruit is brought forth, immediately He putteth in the sickle, because the harvest is come.’ Christ is waiting with 
longing desire for the manifestation of Himself in His church. When the character of Christ shall be perfectly reproduced 
in His people, then He will come to claim them as His own.” COL 69.1 

Matthew 24:14 And this gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world for a witness unto all 
nations; and then shall the end come.  

￼4 The Glory Of God Revealed



Chapter 2 
To Know God Is Life Eternal 

John 17:3 And this is life eternal, that they might know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou 
hast sent. 

Exodus 34:5 And the LORD descended in the cloud, and stood with him there, and proclaimed the name of 
the LORD. 6) And the LORD passed by before him, and proclaimed, The LORD, The LORD God, merciful 
and gracious, longsuffering, and abundant in goodness and truth, 7) Keeping mercy for thousands, forgiving 
iniquity and transgression and sin, and that will by no means clear the guilty; visiting the iniquity of the 
fathers upon the children, and upon the children’s children, unto the third and to the fourth generation. 

Hosea 6:3 Then shall we know, if we follow on to know the LORD: His going forth is prepared as the 
morning; and He shall come unto us as the rain, as the latter and former rain unto the earth. 

Hosea 4:1 Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel: for the LORD hath a controversy with the 
inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land…. 6) My 
people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also reject thee, … 

Hosea 6:6 I delight in loyalty rather than sacrifice, and in the knowledge of God rather than burnt offerings.  

“The Messiah was to be hid in God, and God was to be revealed in the character of His Son. Without a knowledge of 
God, humanity would be eternally lost. Without divine help, men and women would sink lower and lower.” PK 693.2

“The whole spiritual life is molded by our conceptions of God; and if we cherish erroneous views of His character, our 
souls will sustain injury.” RH January 14,1890, par. 8

“A daily, earnest striving to know God, and Jesus Christ whom He has sent, would bring power and efficiency to the soul.” 
DA 355.2

“Holiness is agreement with God. By sin the image of God in man has been marred and well-nigh obliterated; it is the 
work of the gospel to restore that which has been lost, and we are to cooperate with the divine agency in this work. And 
how can we come into harmony with God, how shall we receive His likeness, unless we obtain a knowledge of Him. It is 
this knowledge that Christ came into the world to reveal unto us.” 5T 743

“The knowledge of God as revealed in Christ is the knowledge that all who are saved must have. It is the knowledge that 
works transformation of character. This knowledge, received, will re-create the soul in the image of God. It will impart to 
the whole being a spiritual power that is divine.” 8T 289.2

“Christ came to reveal to the world the knowledge of the character of God, of which the world was destitute. This 
knowledge was the chief treasure which He committed to the disciples to be communicated to men…. Christ came to 
change the order of things that then existed and to reveal to them the character of the Father. He drew aside the veil 
which concealed His glory from the eyes of mortals, and made manifest to the world the only true and living God, whom 
to know aright is life eternal.” RH November 1, 1892

“Those who endeavor to obey all the commandments of God will be opposed and derided. They can stand only in God. In 
order to endure the trial before them, they must understand the will of God as revealed in His word; they can honor Him 
only as they have a right conception of His character, government, and purposes, and act in accordance with them. None 
but those who have fortified the mind with the truths of the Bible will stand through the last great conflict.” GC 593.2

“A knowledge of God is the foundation of all true education and of all true service. It is the only real safeguard against 
temptation. It is this alone that can make us like God in character.

“This is the knowledge needed by all who are working for the uplifting of their fellow men. Transformation of character, 
purity of life, efficiency in service, adherence to correct principles, all depend upon a right knowledge of God. This 
knowledge is the essential preparation both for this life and for the life to come.” MH 409.2, 3
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“Only by knowing God here can we prepare to meet Him at His coming. ‘This is life eternal,’ said Christ, ‘that they might 
know thee the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom thou hast sent.' But many of those who profess to believe in Christ 
do not know God. They have only a surface religion. They do not love God; they do not study His character; therefore 
they do not know how to trust, how to look and live. They do not know what restful love is, or what it means to walk by 
faith. Opportunities to hear and receive the messages of God's love are unappreciated and unimproved. They fail of 
understanding that it is their duty to receive, in order that they may enrich others.” RH February 3, 1903, par. 7

“It is growth in knowledge of the character of Christ that sanctifies the soul. To discern and appreciate the wonderful work 
of the atonement, transforms him who contemplates the plan of salvation. By beholding Christ, he becomes changed into 
the same image, from glory to glory, as by the Spirit of the Lord. The beholding of Jesus becomes an ennobling, refining 
process to the actual Christian. He sees the Pattern, and grows into its likeness, and then how easily are dissensions, 
emulations, and strife adjusted. The perfection of Christ's character is the Christian's inspiration. When we see Him as He 
is, desire awakes to be like Him, and this elevates the whole man; for ‘every man that hath this hope in Him purifieth 
himself, even as He is pure.’” RH August 26, 1890, par. 7

“It is a law of the human mind that by beholding we become changed. Man will rise no higher than his conceptions of 
truth, purity, and holiness. If the mind is never exalted above the level of humanity, if it is not uplifted by faith to 
contemplate infinite wisdom and love, the man will be constantly sinking lower and lower.” PP 91.2

"Looking unto Jesus we obtain brighter and more distinct views of God, and by beholding we become changed. 
Goodness, love for our fellow men, becomes our natural instinct. We develop a character which is the counterpart of the 
divine character. Growing into His likeness, we enlarge our capacity for knowing God. More and more we enter into 
fellowship with the heavenly world, and we have continually increasing power to receive the riches of the knowledge and 
wisdom of eternity.” COL 355.1

“The knowledge of God that works transformation of character is our great need. If we fulfill His purpose, there must be in 
our lives a revelation of God that shall correspond to the teaching of His word.” 8T 329

“In order to endure the trial before them, they must understand the will of God as revealed in His word; they can honor 
Him only as they have a right conception of His character, government, and purposes, and act in accordance with them. 
None but those who have fortified the mind with the truths of the Bible will stand through the last great conflict.” GC 593.2

“Through belief in Satan’s misrepresentation of God, man’s character and destiny were changed, but if men will believe in 
the Word of God, they will be transformed in mind and character, and fitted for eternal life.” 1SM 345, 346

“There are but two classes in the world, the class that know God and the class that know Him not. The spiritual man 
belongs to the first class, the natural man to the other; and it is according to our estimate of the character of the Father 
and the Son that our class is determined.” RH February 10, 1891  

￼6 To Know God is Life Eternal



Chapter 3 
God’s Character 

John 3:16 For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him 
should not perish, but have everlasting life. 17) For God sent not His Son into the world to condemn the 
world; but that the world through Him might be saved. 

Romans 5:8 But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us. 

Hebrews 13:8 Jesus Christ the same yesterday, and to day, and for ever. 

Malachi 3:6 For I am the LORD, I change not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not consumed. 

1 John 1:5 This then is the message which we have heard of Him, and declare unto you, that God is light, and 
in Him is no darkness at all. 

Isaiah 55:6 Seek ye the Lord while He may be found, call upon Him while He is near: 7) Let the wicked forsake 
his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return to the Lord, and He will have mercy on him; 
and to our God, for He will abundantly pardon. 8) For My thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your 
ways My ways, says the Lord. 9) For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than 
your ways, and my thoughts than your thoughts. 

Luke 9:51 And it came to pass, when the time was come that He should be received up, He stedfastly set is 
face to go to Jerusalem, 52) And sent messengers before His face: and they went, and entered into a village 
of the Samaritans, to make ready for Him. 53) And they did not receive Him, because His face was as though 
He would go to Jerusalem. 54) And when His disciples James and John saw this, they said, Lord, wilt thou 
that we command fire to come down from heaven, and consume them, even as Elias did? 55) But He turned, 
and rebuked them, and said, Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are of. 56) For the Son of Man is not come 
to destroy men’s lives, but to save them. And they went to another village. 

John 18:36 Jesus answered, My kingdom is not of this world: if my kingdom were of this world, then would my 
servants fight, that I should not be delivered to the Jews: but now is my kingdom not from hence. 

Proverbs 25:21 If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat; and if he be thirsty, give him water to drink: 
22) For thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, and the LORD shall reward thee. 

Matthew 5:44 But I say unto you, Love your enemies, bless them that curse you, do good to them that hate 
you, and pray for them which despitefully use you, and persecute you; 45) That ye may be the children of 
your Father which is in heaven: for He maketh His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth rain 
on the just and on the unjust. 

John 16:1 These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended. 2) They shall put you out of 
the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service. 3) 
And these things will they do unto you, because they have not known the Father, nor me. 
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James 1:13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth He any man: 14) But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and 
enticed. 15) Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death. 16) Do not err, my beloved brethren. 17) Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Jeremiah 9:23 Thus saith the LORD, Let not the wise man glory in his wisdom, neither let the mighty man 
glory in his might, let not the rich man glory in his riches: 24) But let him that glorieth glory in this, that he 
understandeth and knoweth me, that I am the LORD which exercise lovingkindness, judgment, and 
righteousness, in the earth: for in these things I delight, saith the LORD. 

“The earth was dark through misapprehension of God. That the gloomy shadows might be lightened, that the world might 
be brought back to God, Satan's deceptive power was to be broken. This could not be done by force. The exercise of 
force is contrary to the principles of God's government; He desires only the service of love; and love cannot be 
commanded; it cannot be won by force or authority. Only by love is love awakened. To know God is to love Him; His 
character must be manifested in contrast to the character of Satan. This work only one Being in all the universe could do. 
Only He who knew the height and depth of the love of God could make it known. Upon the world's dark night the Sun of 
Righteousness must rise, ‘with healing in His wings.’” Malachi 4:2 DA 22

“In the banishment of Satan from heaven, God declared His justice and maintained the honor of His throne. But when 
man had sinned through yielding to the deceptions of this apostate spirit, God gave an evidence of His love by yielding up 
His only begotten Son to die for the fallen race. In the atonement the character of God is revealed. The mighty argument 
of the cross demonstrates to the whole universe that the course of sin which Lucifer had chosen was in no wise 
chargeable upon the government of God.” GC 500.4

“Earthly kingdoms rule by the ascendancy of physical power; but from Christ's kingdom every carnal weapon, every 
instrument of coercion, is banished.” AA 12.2

“The law of love being the foundation of the government of God, the happiness of all created beings depended upon their 
perfect accord with its great principles of righteousness. God desires from all His creatures the service of love—homage 
that springs from an intelligent appreciation of His character. He takes no pleasure in a forced allegiance, and to all He 
grants freedom of will, that they may render Him voluntary service.” GC 493.2

“God could have destroyed Satan and his sympathizers as easily as one can cast a pebble to the earth; but He did not do 
this. Rebellion was not to be overcome by force. Compelling power is found only under Satan's government. The Lord's 
principles are not of this order. His authority rests upon goodness, mercy, and love; and the presentation of these 
principles is the means to be used. God's government is moral, and truth and love are to be the prevailing power.” DA 
759.1

“Christ is seeking to save, and Satan to destroy.” Te 288.3

“Satan's power is wholly destructive; God's power is constructive.” ST November 24, 1898, par. 8

“Satan’s representations against the government of God, and his defense of those who sided with him, were a constant 
accusation against God. These murmurings and complaints were groundless. Yet God allowed Satan to work out his 
theories. He could have handled Satan and all his sympathizers as easily as one can pick up a pebble and cast it to the 
earth. But by this He would have given a precedent for the violence of human beings that is so abundantly shown in our 
world in the compelling principles. The Lord’s principles are not of this order. All the compelling power is to be found 
under Satan’s government. God would not work in this line. He would not give the slightest encouragement for any 
human being to set himself up as God over another human being, and cause him mental and physical suffering. This 
principle is wholly of Satan’s creation…. In the councils of heaven it was decided that principles must be acted upon that 
would not at once destroy Satan’s power, for it was His purpose to place things upon an eternal basis of security…. God’s 
order must be contrasted with the new order after Satan’s devising. The corrupting principles of Satan’s rule must be 
revealed. The principles of righteousness expressed in God’s law must be demonstrated as unchangeable, eternal, 
perfect.” 18 MR 361 1, 2
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“The principles of kindness, mercy, and love, taught and exemplified by our Saviour, are a transcript of the will and 
character of God. Christ declared that He taught nothing except that which He had received from His Father. The 
principles of the divine government are in perfect harmony with the Saviour's precept, ‘Love your enemies.’ God executes 
justice upon the wicked, for the good of the universe, and even for the good of those upon whom His judgments are 
visited. He would make them happy if He could do so in accordance with the laws of His government and the justice of 
His character. He surrounds them with the tokens of His love, He grants them a knowledge of His law, and follows them 
with the offers of His mercy; but they despise His love, make void His law, and reject His mercy. While constantly 
receiving His gifts, they dishonor the Giver; they hate God because they know that He abhors their sins. The Lord bears 
long with their perversity; but the decisive hour will come at last, when their destiny is to be decided. Will He then chain 
these rebels to His side? Will He force them to do His will?” GC 541.4

“When we study the divine character in the light of the cross we see mercy, tenderness, and forgiveness blended with 
equity and justice.” AA 333.2

“God has given to men a declaration of His character, and of His method of dealing with sin… ‘All the wicked will He 
destroy.’ Psalm 145:20… Yet all the manifestations of retributive justice will be perfectly consistent with the character of 
God as a merciful, long-suffering, benevolent being…” GC 541.2

“A great price has been paid for the redemption of man, and none who are untruthful, impure, or unrighteousness can 
enter the kingdom of heaven. If men do not make Christ their personal Savior, and become true and pure and holy, there 
is only one course for the Lord to pursue. He must destroy the sinner, for evil natures cannot inherit the kingdom of God. 
Thus it is that sin, if not destroyed, will destroy the sinner, just as Satan designed it should.” 16 MR 273.3

“They (people of Nazareth) had turned from Him whose mission it was to heal and restore; now they manifested the 
attributes of the destroyer.” DA 239.4

“Christ's act in cursing the fig tree had astonished the disciples. It seemed to them unlike His ways and works. Often they 
had heard Him declare that He came not to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. They 
remembered His words, ‘The Son of man is not come to destroy men's lives, but to save them.’ Luke 9:56 His wonderful 
works had been done to restore, never to destroy. The disciples had known Him only as the Restorer, the Healer. This act 
stood alone. What was its purpose? they questioned.” DA 582.2

“The cursing of the fig tree was an acted parable. That barren tree, flaunting its pretentious foliage in the very face of 
Christ, was a symbol of the Jewish nation. The Saviour desired to make plain to His disciples the cause and the certainty 
of Israel's doom. For this purpose He invested the tree with moral qualities, and made it the expositor of divine truth. …”  
DA 582.4

“…. but Christ is ever showing mercy, ever seeking to win by the revealing of His love. He can admit no rival in the soul, 
nor accept of partial service; but He desires only voluntary service, the willing surrender of the heart under the constraint 
of love. There can be no more conclusive evidence that we possess the spirit of Satan than the disposition to hurt and 
destroy those who do not appreciate our work, or who act contrary to our ideas.” DA 487 

“The Lord seeks to save, not to destroy. He delights in the rescue of sinners. ‘As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked.’” Ezekiel 33:11 PK 105.1

“With us, everything depends on how we accept the Lord's terms. As is our spirit, so will be the moral result upon our 
future life and character. Each individual soul has victories to gain, but he must realize that he cannot have things just as 
he wants them. We are to observe carefully every lesson Christ has given throughout His life and teaching. He does not 
destroy; He improves whatever He touches.” Letter 135, 1897. 1SM 118.1

“… The Lord permitted these things that He might be able to teach him the gentleness, goodness, long-suffering, which it 
is necessary for every laborer for the Master to possess…. In the very height of human glory the Lord permitted Moses to 
reveal the foolishness of man’s wisdom…. that he might be led to understand his utter helplessness, and his inefficiency 
without being upheld by the Lord Jesus… In slaying the Egyptian, Moses had fallen into the same error so often 
committed by his fathers, of taking into their own hands the work that God has promised to do. It was not God’s will to 
deliver His people by warfare …” CC 82.3, 4 

“‘O Jerusalem, Jerusalem,’ Christ said, ‘thou that killest the prophets, and stonest them that are sent unto thee, how often 
would I have gathered thy children together, even as a hen gathereth her chickens under her wings, and ye would not.’ 
Matthew 23:37 In this lamentation over Jerusalem is given the assurance of protection to all who will come unto Christ. 
He will accept and protect them, poor, defenseless, dependent, even as the hen spreads her protecting wings over her 
brood. If her chickens wander from her, the hen has a peculiar call by which she warns them of peril or storm. If they will 
heed the danger signal, and can reach their mother’s protecting wings, they find warmth and safety, for she will defend 
them while she has any life. She forgets herself, and will give her life in defending her helpless little flock. What a 
touching figure is this! What an idea it gives us of the watchful care of Christ for all who trust in Him.…” 16 MR 276

“God does not annul His laws. He does not work contrary to them.” Ed 148  
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“And all who have a just conception of these qualities will love Him because they are drawn toward Him in admiration of 
His attributes.” FL 178

“The honored men of the world, the so-called great and wise men, with all their boasted wisdom, could not comprehend 
the character of Christ. They judged Him from outward appearance, from the humiliation that came upon Him as a human 
being. But to fishermen and publicans it had been given to see the Invisible. Even the disciples failed of understanding all 
that Jesus desired to reveal to them; but from time to time, as they surrendered themselves to the Holy Spirit's power, 
their minds were illuminated. They realized that the mighty God, clad in the garb of humanity, was among them. Jesus 
rejoiced that though this knowledge was not possessed by the wise and prudent, it had been revealed to these humble 
men. Often as He had presented the Old Testament Scriptures, and showed their application to Himself and His work of 
atonement, they had been awakened by His Spirit, and lifted into a heavenly atmosphere. Of the spiritual truths spoken 
by the prophets they had a clearer understanding than had the original writers themselves. Hereafter they would read the 
Old Testament Scriptures, not as the doctrines of the scribes and Pharisees, not as the utterances of wise men who were 
dead, but as a new revelation from God. They beheld Him ‘whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth Him not, 
neither knoweth Him: but ye know Him; for He dwelleth with you, and shall be in you.'” John 14:17  DA 494.3

“Is it not time for us to understand that nature will not long suffer abuse without protesting? Our heavenly Father does not 
willingly afflict or grieve the children of men. He is not the author of sickness and death. He is the source of life; He would 
have men live, and He desires them to be obedient to the laws of life and health, that they may live.” CH 563.2     

“In slaying the Egyptian, Moses had fallen into the same error so often committed by his fathers, of taking into their own 
hands the work that God had promised to do. It was not God's will to deliver His people by warfare, as Moses thought, 
but by His own mighty power, that the glory might  be  ascribed to Him alone. Yet even this rash act was  overruled 
by God to accomplish His purposes.” PP pg. 247
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Chapter 4 
Misrepresentation of God’s Character 

John 8:44 Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh 
of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it. 

John 16:1 These things have I spoken unto you, that ye should not be offended. 2) They shall put you out of 
the synagogues: yea, the time cometh, that whosoever killeth you will think that he doeth God service. 3) 
And these things will they do unto you, because they have not known the Father, nor me.  

Matthew 7:15 Beware of false prophets, which come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they are ravening 
wolves. 

“It is the darkness of misapprehension of God that is enshrouding the world. Men are losing their knowledge of His 
character. It has been misunderstood and misinterpreted. At this time a message from God is to be proclaimed, a 
message illuminating in its influence and saving in its power. His character is to be made known. Into the darkness of the 
world is to be shed the light of His glory, the light of His goodness, mercy, and truth.” COL 415.3

"Those who wait for the Bridegroom's coming are to say to the people, ‘Behold your God.’ The last rays of merciful light, 
the last message of mercy to be given to the world, is a revelation of His character of love. The children of God are to 
manifest His glory. In their own life and character they are to reveal what the grace of God has done for them.” COL 415.5

“It is Satan’s constant effort to misrepresent the character of God, the nature of sin, and the real issues at stake in the 
great controversy. His sophistry lessens the obligation of the divine law, and gives men license to sin. At the same time he 
causes them to cherish false conceptions of God, so that they regard Him with fear and hate, rather than with love. The 
cruelty inherent in his own character is attributed to the Creator; it is embodied in systems of religion, and expressed in 
modes of worship. Thus the minds of men are blinded, and Satan secures them as his agents to war against God. By 
perverted conceptions of the divine attributes, heathen nations were led to believe human sacrifices necessary to secure 
the favor of Deity; and horrible cruelties have been perpetrated under the various forms of idolatry.” GC 569.1

“The earth was dark through misapprehension of God. That the gloomy shadows might be lightened, that the world might 
be brought back to God, Satan's deceptive power was to be broken. This could not be done by force. The exercise of 
force is contrary to the principles of God's government; He desires only the service of love; and love cannot be 
commanded; it cannot be won by force or authority. Only by love is love awakened. To know God is to love Him; His 
character must be manifested in contrast to the character of Satan. This work only one Being in all the universe could do. 
Only He who knew the height and depth of the love of God could make it known. Upon the world's dark night the Sun of 
Righteousness must rise, ‘with healing in His wings.’” Malachi 4:2 DA 22.1

“Since that time Satan and his army of confederates have been the avowed enemies of God in our world, continually 
warring against the cause of truth and righteousness. Satan has continued to present to men, as he presented to the 
angels, his false representations of Christ and of God, and he has won the world to his side. Even the professedly 
Christian churches have taken sides with the first great apostate.” RH January 28, 1909, par. 7

Revelation 12:9 And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which 
deceiveth the whole world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him. 

“At no period of time has man learned all that can be learned of the word of God. There are yet new views of truth to be 
seen, and much to be understood of the character and attributes of God – His benevolence, His mercy, His long 
forbearance, His example of perfect obedience. ‘And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His 
glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.’ This is a most valuable study, taxing the 
intellect, and giving strength to the mental ability. After diligently searching the word, hidden treasures are discovered, 
and the lover of truth breaks out in triumph.” FE 444.2 
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“Different periods of the history of the church have each been marked by the development of some special truth, adapted 
to the necessities of God’s people at that time. Every new truth has made its way against hatred and opposition; those 
who are blessed with its light were tempted and tried. The Lord gives a special truth for the people in an emergency. Who 
dare to refuse to publish it? He commands His servants to present the last invitation of mercy to the world. They cannot 
remain silent, except at the peril of their souls.” GC 609

“Heaven, looking down and seeing the delusions into which men were led, knew that a divine Instructor must come to the 
earth. Through the misrepresentations of the enemy, many were so deceived that they worshiped a false god, clothed 
with the attributes of the satanic character. Those in ignorance and moral darkness must have light, spiritual light; for the 
world knew not God, and He must be revealed to their understanding. Truth looked down from heaven and saw not the 
reflection of her image; for dense clouds of spiritual darkness and gloom enveloped the world. The Lord Jesus alone was 
able to roll back the clouds; for He is the light of the world. By His presence He could dissipate the gloomy shadow that 
Satan had cast between man and God.” November 17, 1891 CT 28.1

“Others, however, fail of a satisfactory understanding of the great problem of evil, from the fact that tradition and 
misinterpretation have obscured the teaching of the Bible concerning the character of God, the nature of His government, 
and the principles of His dealing with sin.” GC 492.1

“With his hosts of fallen beings he determined to urge the warfare most vigorously; for there stood in the world One who 
was a perfect representative of the Father, One whose character and practices refuted Satan's misrepresentation of God. 
Satan had charged upon God the attribute[s] he himself possessed. Now in Christ he saw God revealed in His true 
character—a compassionate, merciful Father, not willing that any should perish, but that all should come to Him in 
repentance, and have eternal life.” 1SM 254.3

“Just before us in the closing struggle of the great controversy when, with ‘all power and signs and lying wonders, and 
with all deceivableness of unrighteousness,’ Satan is to work to misrepresent the character of God, that he may ‘seduce, 
if it were possible, even the elect.’ If there was ever a people in need of constantly increasing light from heaven, it is the 
people that, in this time of peril, God has called to be the depositaries of His holy law and to vindicate His character 
before the world.” 5T 746.1

“By the same misrepresentation of the character of God as he had practiced in heaven, causing Him to be regarded as 
severe and tyrannical, Satan induced man to sin.” GC 500.2

“It is Satan’s constant study to keep the minds of men occupied with those things which will prevent them from obtaining 
a knowledge of God.” 5T 740.2

“Through belief in Satan’s misrepresentation of God, man’s character and destiny were changed, but if men will believe in 
the Word of God, they will be transformed in mind and character, and fitted for eternal life.” 1SM 345, 346

“At the Kansas meeting my prayer to God was, that the power of the enemy might be broken, and that the people who 
had been in darkness might open their hearts and minds to the message that God should send them, that they might see 
the truth, new to many minds, as old truth in new frame-work. The understanding of the people of God has been blinded; 
for Satan has misrepresented the character of God. Our good and gracious Lord has been presented before the people 
clothed in the attributes of Satan, and men and women who have been seeking the truth, have so long regarded God in a 
false light that it is difficult to dispel the cloud that obscures His glory from their view. Many have been living in an 
atmosphere of doubt, and it seems almost impossible for them to lay hold on their hope set before them in the gospel of 
Christ.”  RH July 23, 1889, par. 9

“… Sin originated in self-seeking. Lucifer, the covering cherub, desired to be first in heaven. He sought to gain control of 
heavenly beings, to draw them away from their Creator, and to win their homage to himself. Therefore he misrepresented 
God, attributing to Him the desire for self-exaltation. With his own evil characteristics he sought to invest the loving 
Creator. Thus he deceived angels. Thus he deceived men. He led them to doubt the word of God, and to distrust His 
goodness. Because God is a God of justice and terrible majesty, Satan caused them to look upon Him as severe and 
unforgiving. Thus he drew men to join him in rebellion against God, and the night of woe settled down upon the world.” 
DA 21.3

“How repugnant to every emotion of love and mercy, and even to our sense of justice, is the doctrine that the wicked 
dead are tormented with fire and brimstone in an eternally burning hell;… Those who present the views expressed in the 
quotations given above may be learned and even honest men; but they are deluded by the sophistry of Satan. He leads 
them to misconstrue strong expressions of Scripture, giving to the language the coloring of bitterness and malignity which 
pertains to himself, but not to our Creator. ‘As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked; but 
that the wicked turn from his way and live; turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will ye die?’” Ezekiel 33:11 GC88 
535.2

“With intense interest he [Satan] watched the sacrifices offered by Adam and his sons. In these ceremonies he discerned 
a symbol of communion between earth and heaven. He set himself to intercept this communion. He misrepresented God, 
and misinterpreted the rites that pointed to the Saviour. Men were led to fear God as one who delighted in their 
destruction.” DA 115.1
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“When we consider in what false colors Satan has painted the character of God, can we wonder that our merciful Creator 
is feared, dreaded, and even hated? The appalling views of God which have spread over the world from the teachings of 
the pulpit have made thousands, yes, millions, of skeptics and infidels.” GC 536.2

“God does not take pleasure in punishing those who walk contrary to Him, giving a false representation of His character. 
But unless they repent, the time will come when they must reap the sure reward of their course of action.” 19LtMs, Lt 61, 
1904, par. 3

“Through belief in Satan’s misrepresentation of God, man’s character and destiny were changed, but if men will believe in 
the word of God, they will be transformed in mind and character, and fitted for eternal life. To believe that ‘God so loved 
the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but have eternal life,’ 
will change the heart, and reproduce in man the image of God.” ST June 5, 1893, par. 2

“Satan is constantly at work, with intense energy and under a thousand disguises, to misrepresent the character and 
government of God. With extensive, well-organized plans and marvelous power, he is working to hold the inhabitants of 
the world under his deceptions.” PP 78.3

“But even as a sinner, man was in a different position from that of Satan. Lucifer in heaven had sinned in the light of 
God's glory. To him as to no other created being was given a revelation of God's love. Understanding the character of 
God, knowing His goodness, Satan chose to follow his own selfish, independent will. This choice was final. There was no 
more that God could do to save him. But man was deceived; his mind was darkened by Satan's sophistry. The height and 
depth of the love of God he did not know. For him there was hope in a knowledge of God's love. By beholding His 
character he might be drawn back to God.” DA 761.5

“Since that time Satan and his army of confederates have been the avowed enemies of God in our world, continually 
warring against the cause of truth and righteousness. Satan has continued to present to men, as he presented to the 
angels, his false representations of Christ and of God, and he has won the world to his side. Even the professedly 
Christian churches have taken sides with the first great apostate.” 1SM 222.4

“The manifestation of God's love, His mercy and His goodness, and the work of the Holy Spirit upon the heart to enlighten 
and renew it, place us, through faith, in so close connection with Christ that, having a clear conception of His character, 
we are able to discern the masterly deceptions of Satan.” 5T 744.2

“Christ longs to give those who do not understand Him, correct views of His character, to set them right, to take away 
their burden of sin and resistance, and give them rest…. The sinner sees not Jesus, but fastens his gaze upon the cloud 
of darkness, and desires not the Lord of life and glory.” ST November 26, 1894

“Multitudes have a wrong conception of God and His attributes, and are as truly serving a false god as were the 
worshipers of Baal.” PK 177.1

“The whole spiritual life is molded by our conceptions of God; and if we cherish erroneous views of His character, our 
souls will sustain injury. We should see in God one who yearns toward the children of men, longing to do them good. He 
gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believeth on Him should not perish but have everlasting life. All through the 
scriptures, God is represented as one who calls, woos by His tender love, the hearts of His erring children. No earthly 
parent could be as patient with the faults and mistakes of their children as is God with those He seeks to save. No one 
could plead more tenderly with the transgressor. No human lips ever poured out more tender entreaty to the wanderer 
than does He. O shall we not love God, and show our love by humble obedience? Let us have a care for our thoughts, 
our experiences, our attitude toward God; for all His promises are but the breathings of unutterable love.” RH January 14, 
1890 
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Chapter 5 
Bible Language 

Isaiah 55:8 For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 9) For as 
the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts. 

“We should study the Scriptures more earnestly; for their treasures of wisdom and knowledge do not lie upon the surface 
for the superficial reader.” RH, February 4, 1890 par. 6 

“Lessons must be given to humanity in the language of humanity.” ST April 15, 1897, par. 3

“The Bible is not given to us in grand superhuman language. Jesus, in order to reach man where he is, took humanity. 
The Bible must be given in the language of men. Everything that is human is imperfect. Different meanings are expressed 
by the same word; there is not one word for each distinct idea. The Bible was given for practical purposes.” 1SM 20.2

“The Lord speaks to human beings in imperfect speech, in order that the degenerate senses, the dull, earthly perception, 
of earthly beings may comprehend His words. Thus is shown God’s condescension. He meets fallen human beings 
where they are. The Bible, perfect as it is in its simplicity, does not answer to the great ideas of God; for infinite ideas 
cannot be perfectly embodied in finite vehicles of thought. Instead of the expressions of the Bible being exaggerated, as 
many people suppose, the strong expressions break down before the magnificence of the thought, though the penman 
selected the most expressive language through which to convey the truths of higher education.” FL 10.4 

“The stamps of minds are different. All do not understand expressions and statements alike. Some understand the 
statements of the Scriptures to suit their own particular minds and cases. Prepossessions, prejudices, and passions have 
a strong influence to darken the understanding and confuse the mind even in reading the words of Holy Writ.” 1SM 20.3

“… He [Satan] leads them to misconstrue strong expressions of Scripture, giving to the language the coloring of 
bitterness and malignity which pertains to himself, but not to our Creator. ‘As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure 
in the death of the wicked; but that the wicked turn from his way and live: turn ye, turn ye from your evil ways; for why will 
ye die?’” Ezekiel 33:11 GC 535.2

“It is not the words of the Bible that are inspired, but the men that were inspired. Inspiration acts not on the man's words 
or his expressions but on the man himself, who, under the influence of the Holy Ghost, is imbued with thoughts. But the 
words and thoughts receive the impress of the individual mind. The divine mind is diffused. The divine mind and will is 
combined with the human mind and will; thus the utterances of the man are the word of God.” 1SM 21.2

“The writers of the Bible had to express their ideas in human language. It was written by human men. These men were 
inspired of the Holy Spirit. Because of the imperfections of human understanding of language, or the perversity of the 
human mind, ingenious in evading truth, many read and understand the Bible to please themselves. It is not that the 
difficulty is in the Bible.” 1SM 19.3

“There is not always perfect order or apparent unity in the Scriptures. The miracles of Christ are not given in exact order, 
but are given just as the circumstances occurred, which called for this divine revealing of the power of Christ. The truths 
of the Bible are as pearls hidden. They must be searched, dug out by painstaking effort. Those who take only a surface 
view of the Scriptures will, with their superficial knowledge, which they think is very deep, talk of the contradictions of the 
Bible, and question the authority of the Scriptures. But those whose hearts are in harmony with truth and duty will search 
the Scriptures with a heart prepared to receive divine impressions. The illuminated soul sees a spiritual unity, one grand 
golden thread running through the whole, but it requires patience, thought, and prayer to trace out the precious golden 
thread. Sharp contentions over the Bible have led to investigation and revealed the precious jewels of truth. Many tears 
have been shed, many prayers offered, that the Lord would open the understanding to His Word.” 1SM 20.1

“The Bible is written by inspired men, but it is not God’s mode of thought and expression. It is that of humanity. God, as a 
writer, is not represented. Men will often say such an expression is not like God. But God has not put Himself in words, in 
logic, in rhetoric, on trial in the Bible. The writers of the Bible were God’s penmen, not His pen. Look at the different 
writers.” 1 SM 21.1
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“I saw that God had especially guarded the Bible; yet when copies of it were few, learned men had in some instances 
changed the words, thinking that they were making it more plain, when in reality they were mystifying that which was 
plain, by causing it to lean to their established views, which were governed by tradition. But I saw that the Word of God, 
as a whole, is a perfect chain, one portion linking into and explaining another. True seekers for truth need not err; for not 
only is the Word of God plain and simple in declaring the way of life, but the Holy Spirit is given as a guide in 
understanding the way to life therein revealed." EW 220.2

“Satan is at hand to suggest a variety of doubts, but if you will open your eyes in faith you will find sufficient evidence for 
belief. But God will never remove from any man all causes for doubts. Those who love to dwell in the atmosphere of 
doubt and questioning unbelief can have the unenviable privilege. God gives sufficient evidence for the candid mind to 
believe; but he who turns from the weight of evidence because there are a few things which he cannot make plain to his 
finite understanding will be left in the cold, chilling atmosphere of unbelief and questioning doubts, and will make 
shipwreck of faith.” 4T 232.1

“The obstacles that hinder our progress will never disappear before a halting, doubting spirit. Those who defer obedience 
till every shadow of uncertainty disappears and there remains no risk of failure or defeat, will never obey at all. Unbelief 
whispers, 'Let us wait till the obstructions are removed, and we can see our way clearly;’ but faith courageously urges an 
advance, hoping all things, believing all things.” PP 290.2

“Those who desire to doubt will have plenty of room. God does not propose to remove all occasion for unbelief. He gives 
evidence, which must be carefully investigated with a humble mind and a teachable spirit, and all should decide from the 
weight of evidence.” 3T 255.1

“This Holy Book has withstood the assaults of Satan, who has united with evil men to make everything of divine character 
shrouded in clouds and darkness. But the Lord has preserved this Holy Book by His own miraculous power in its present 
shape—a chart or guidebook to the human family to show them the way to heaven.” 1SM 15.3

“If rational beings really desire the truth, God will give them sufficient light to enable them to decide what is truth. If they 
have a heart to obey, they will see sufficient evidence to walk in the light. But if they in heart desire to evade the truth, He 
will not work a miracle to gratify their unbelief. He will never remove every chance or occasion to doubt. If they honestly, 
sincerely grasp the light, and walk in it, that light will increase until lingering doubts will be dispelled. But if they choose 
darkness, their questioning and caviling over the truth will increase, their unbelief will be strengthened, and the light which 
they would not accept will become to them darkness, and how great will be that darkness! It will be as much greater than 
before the light came, as the light which was rejected was clearer and more abundant than the light which first shone 
upon them.” RH, January 5, 1886

“The sacrifice of Christ as an atonement for sin is the great truth around which all other truths cluster. In order to be rightly 
understood and appreciated, every truth in the word of God, from Genesis to Revelation, must be studied in the light that 
streams from the cross of Calvary.” GW 315.2

“The mystery of the cross explains all other mysteries. In the light that streams from Calvary, the attributes of God which 
had filled us with fear and awe appear beautiful and attractive. Mercy, tenderness, and parental love are seen to blend 
with holiness, justice, and power...” 4 SP 469

Principles of Biblical Interpretation 

1. Does the Bible text violate free will?

2  Corinthians 3:17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 

2. Does the Bible text violate the law of cause and effect?

Galatians 6:5 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  

Proverbs 26:2 As the bird by wandering, as the swallow by flying, so the curse causeless shall not come. 

(In other words, just as sure as a bird wanders and just as sure as the swallow flys, so also if there is no 
cause there will be no curse.)
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3. Does the Bible text speak of a good gift or a bad gift?

James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, 
with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning.  

4. God is blamed for what He allows to happen.

Job 2:3 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in 
the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast 
his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause. 4) And Satan answered 
the LORD, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life. 5) But put forth thine hand 
now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face. 6) And the LORD said unto Satan, 
Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life. 7) So went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and 
smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown.  

Exodus 12:12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD. 13) 
And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass 
over you, [spare, protect]  and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of 
Egypt.  

Exodus 12:23 For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when He seeth the blood upon the 
lintel, and on the two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come 
in unto your houses to smite you. 

Seeming Contradictions of God’s Love 

Point: The Lord Rejoices to Destroy

Deuteronomy 28:63 And it shall come to pass, that as the LORD rejoiced over you to do you good, and to 
multiply you; so the LORD will rejoice over you to destroy you, and to bring you to nought; and ye shall be 
plucked from off the land whither thou goest to possess it. 

Counterpoint:

“The Lord seeks to save, not to destroy. He delights in the rescue of sinners. ‘As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no 
pleasure in the death of the wicked.’” Ezekiel 33:11  PK 105.1

Point: God Cast Satan Out of Heaven

Revelation 12:7 And there was war in heaven: Michael and His angels fought against the dragon; and the 
dragon fought and his angels, 8) And prevailed not; neither was their place found any more in heaven. 9) 
And the great dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole 
world: he was cast out into the earth, and his angels were cast out with him.  

Revelation 12:3 And there appeared another wonder in heaven; and behold a great red dragon, having seven 
heads and ten horns, and seven crowns upon his heads. 4) And his tail drew the third part of the stars of 
heaven, and did cast them to the earth:  
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Counterpoint: 

Jude 6 And the angels which kept not their first estate, but left their own habitation, He hath reserved in 
everlasting chains under darkness unto the judgment of the great day. 

Point: God Needs to be Reminded

Genesis 9:12 And God said, This is the token of the covenant which I make between me and you and every 
living creature that is with you, for perpetual generations: 13) I do set my bow in the cloud, and it shall be for 
a token of a covenant between me and the earth. 14) And it shall come to pass, when I bring a cloud over the 
earth, that the bow shall be seen in the cloud: 15) And I will remember my covenant, which is between me and 
you and every living creature of all flesh; and the waters shall no more become a flood to destroy all flesh. 16) 
And the bow shall be in the cloud; and I will look upon it, that I may remember the everlasting covenant 
between God and every living creature of all flesh that is upon the earth.  

Counterpoint:

“The Lord declares that when He looks upon the bow, He will remember His covenant. This does not imply that He would 
ever forget; but He speaks to us in our own language, that we may better understand Him.” PP 106.2

Point: God Needs to Come Down to See

Genesis 18:20 And the LORD said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah is great, and because their sin 
is very grievous; 21) I will go down now, and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of it, 
which is come unto me; and if not, I will know. 

Counterpoint:

“… God knew well the measure of Sodom's guilt; but He expressed Himself after the manner of men, that the justice of 
His dealings might be understood. Before bringing judgment upon the transgressors He would go Himself, to institute an 
examination of their course; if they had not passed the limits of divine mercy, He would still grant them space for 
repentance.” PP 139.1

Point: God Tempts

Genesis 22:1 And it came to pass after these things, that God did tempt Abraham,… 

Counterpoint:

James 1:13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth He any man: 

“Temptation is enticement to sin, and this does not proceed from God, but from Satan and from the evil of our own hearts. 
‘God cannot be tempted with evil, and He Himself tempteth no man.’” James 1:13, R.V.  MB 116.2

“What is temptation?—It is the means by which those who claim to be the children of God are tested and tried. We read 
that God tempted Abraham, that He tempted the children of Israel. This means that He permitted circumstances to occur 
to test their faith, and lead them to look to Him for help. God permits temptation to come to His people today, that they 
may realize that He is their helper. If they draw nigh to Him when they are tempted, He strengthens them to meet the 
temptation. But if they yield to the enemy, neglecting to place themselves close to their Almighty Helper, they are 
overcome. They separate themselves from God. They do not give evidence that they walk in God's way.” ST March 12, 
1912
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Point: God Hardens Hearts

Exodus 4:21 And the LORD said unto Moses, When thou goest to return into Egypt, see that thou do all 
those wonders before Pharaoh, which I have put in thine hand: but I will harden his heart, that he shall not let 
the people go. 

Joshua 11:20 For it was of the LORD to harden their hearts, that they should come against Israel in battle, 
that He might destroy them utterly, and that they might have no favour, but that He might destroy them, as 
the LORD commanded Moses. 

Romans 9:17 For the scripture saith unto Pharaoh, Even for this same purpose have I raised thee up, that I 
might shew my power in thee, and that my name might be declared throughout all the earth. 18) Therefore 
hath He mercy on whom He will have mercy, and whom He will He hardeneth.  

Counterpoint:

Hebrews 4:7 Again, He limiteth a certain day, saying in David, To day, after so long a time; as it is said, To 
day if ye will hear His voice, harden not your hearts. 

Hebrews 3:13 But exhort one another daily, while it is called To day; lest any of you be hardened through the 
deceitfulness of sin. 

“God never compels a man to offend and be lost. We read that He hardened the heart of Pharoah, king of Egypt, and that 
Pharoah refused to let Israel go. Did God strengthen and confirm the king in his obstinacy? No, He simply allowed the 
seeds of unbelief to produce their fruit; and the seed sown when the first miracle was rejected produced a harvest of 
infidelity. God left the king to the inclinations of his own heart.” RH July 27, 1897 par. 5

“How was it in the case of Pharoah? The statement in Holy Writ is that God hardened his heart, and at every repetition of 
light in the manifestation of God’s power the statement is repeated. Every time he refused to submit to God’s will his heart 
became harder and less impressible by the Spirit of God. He sowed the seed of obstinacy, and God left it to vegetate. He 
might have prevented it by a miracle, but that was not His plan.” 5T 119.2

“God destroys no man. Everyone who is destroyed will have destroyed himself. Everyone who stifles the admonitions of 
conscience is sowing the seeds of unbelief, and these will produce a sure harvest. By rejecting the first warning from 
God, Pharaoh of old sowed the seeds of obstinacy, and he reaped obstinacy. God did not compel him to disbelieve. The 
seed of unbelief which he sowed produced a harvest of its kind. Thus his resistance continued, until he looked upon his 
devastated land, upon the cold, dead form of his first-born, and the first-born of all in his house and of all the families in 
his kingdom, until the waters of the sea closed over his horses and his chariots and his men of war. His history is a fearful 
illustration of the truth of the words that, ‘whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.’ Galatians 6:7 Did men but 
realize this, they would be careful what seed they sow.” COL 84.4

“It is not God that blinds the eyes of men or hardens their hearts. He sends them light to correct their errors, and to lead 
them in safe paths; it is by the rejection of this light that the eyes are blinded and the heart hardened.” DA 322.2

“How does the Lord harden the hearts of men? In the same way in which the heart of Pharaoh was hardened. God sent 
this king a message of warning and mercy, but he refused to acknowledge the God of heaven, and would not render 
obedience to His commands. He asked, ‘Who is the Lord that I should obey his voice?’” CC 89.2

“He allowed it to grow and produce a harvest of its own kind, thus, proving the truthfulness of the scripture: ‘Whatsoever a 
man soweth, that shall he also reap.’ When a man plants doubts, he will reap doubts. By rejecting the first light and every 
following ray, Pharoah went from one degree of hardness of heart to another, until the cold, dead forms of the firstborn 
only checked his unbelief and obstinacy for a moment. And then, determined not to yield to God’s way, he continued his 
willful course until overwhelmed by the waters of the Red Sea…… This case is placed on record for our benefit. Just what 
took place in Pharoah’s heart will take place in every soul that neglects to cherish the light and walk promptly in its rays. 
God destroys no one. The sinner destroys himself by his own impenitence. When a person once neglects to heed the 
invitations, reproofs, and warnings of the Spirit of God, his conscience becomes seared, and the next time he is 
admonished, it will be more difficult to yield obedience than before. And thus with every repetition. Conscience is the 
voice of God, heard amid the conflict of human passions; when it is resisted, the Spirit of God is grieved.” 5T 120.1
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“Every additional evidence of the power of God that the Egyptian monarch resisted, carried him on to a stronger and 
more persistent defiance of God.... This case is a clear illustration of the sin against the Holy Ghost. ‘Whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap.’ Gradually the Lord withdrew His Spirit. Removing His restraining power, He gave the king 
into the hands of the worst of all tyrants—self.” CC 89.5

“God had declared concerning Pharaoh, ‘I will harden his heart, that he shall not let the people go.’ Exodus 4:21 There 
was no exercise of supernatural power to harden the heart of the king. God gave to Pharaoh the most striking evidence of 
divine power, but the monarch stubbornly refused to heed the light. Every display of infinite power rejected by him, 
rendered him the more determined in his rebellion. The seeds of rebellion that he sowed when he rejected the first 
miracle, produced their harvest. As he continued to venture on in his own course, going from one degree of stubbornness 
to another, his heart became more and more hardened, until he was called to look upon the cold, dead faces of the first-
born.” PP 268.1

Point: God Sends Strong Delusions

2 Thessalonians 2:11 And for this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: 
12) That they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. 

Counterpoint:

“Men cannot with impunity reject the warnings that God in mercy sends them. From those who persist in turning from 
these warnings, God withdraws His Spirit, leaving them to the deceptions that they love.” AA 266.2

“… Looking down to the last days, the same Infinite Power declares, concerning those who ‘received not the love of the 
truth, that they might be saved’: ‘For this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: that 
they all might be damned who believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.’ 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12. As 
they reject the teachings of His word, God withdraws His Spirit and leaves them to the deceptions which they love.” GC 
431.1

“… They rejected the truth, and the enemy has had power to bring strong delusions upon them that they should believe a 
lie. The great test on time was in 1843 and 1844; and all who have set time since then have been deceiving themselves 
and deceiving others.” 1T 73.1

“… Satan works with his crooked, deceiving power, and through strong delusions he catches all who do not abide in the 
truth, who have turned away their ears from the truth and have turned unto fables. Satan himself abode not in the truth; 
he is the mystery of iniquity. Through his subtlety he gives to his soul-destroying errors the appearance of truth. Herein is 
their power to deceive. It is because they are a counterfeit of the truth that spiritualism, theosophy, and the like 
deceptions gain such power over the minds of men. Herein is the masterly working of Satan. He pretends to be the savior 
of man, the benefactor of the human race, and thus he more readily lures his victims to destruction.” TM 365.2

“It is not God that puts the blinder before the eyes of men or makes their hearts hard; it is the light which God sends to his 
people, to correct their errors, to lead them in safe paths, but which they refuse to accept,—it is this that blinds their 
minds and hardens their hearts. They choose to turn from the light, to stubbornly walk in sparks of their own kindling, and 
the Lord positively declares that they shall lie down in sorrow. When one ray of light which the Lord sends is not 
acknowledged, there is a partial benumbing of the spiritual perceptions, and the second revealing of light is less clearly 
discerned, and so the darkness will constantly increase until it is night to the soul. Christ said, ‘How great is that 
darkness!’” RH October 21, 1890, par. 3

“We must come with a humble and teachable spirit to obtain knowledge from the great I AM. Otherwise, evil angels will so 
blind our minds and harden our hearts that we shall not be impressed by the truth.” GC 599.1

Point: God Sends Plagues

Numbers 11:18 And say thou unto the people, Sanctify yourselves against to morrow, and ye shall eat flesh: 
for ye have wept in the ears of the LORD, saying, Who shall give us flesh to eat? for it was well with us in 
Egypt: therefore the LORD will give you flesh, and ye shall eat. 19) Ye shall not eat one day, nor two days, 
nor five days, neither ten days, nor twenty days; 20) But even a whole month, until it come out at your 
nostrils, and it be loathsome unto you: because that ye have despised the LORD which is among you, and 
have wept before him, saying, Why came we forth out of Egypt?  

Numbers 11:31 And there went forth a wind from the LORD, and brought quails from the sea, and let them fall 
by the camp, as it were a day’s journey on this side, and as it were a day’s journey on the other side, round 
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about the camp, and as it were two cubits high upon the face of the earth. 32) And the people stood up all 
that day, and all that night, and all the next day, and they gathered the quails: he that gathered least 
gathered ten homers: and they spread them all abroad for themselves round about the camp. 33) And while 
the flesh was yet between their teeth, ere it was chewed, the wrath of the LORD was kindled against the 
people, and the LORD smote the people with a very great plague. 

Counterpoint: 

Psalm 78:29 So they did eat, and were well filled: for He gave them their own desire; 

“When the God of Israel brought His people out of Egypt, He withheld flesh meats from them in a great measure, but 
gave them bread from heaven, and water from the flinty rock. With this they were not satisfied. They loathed the food 
given them, and wished themselves back in Egypt, where they could sit by the fleshpots. They preferred to endure 
slavery, and even death, rather than to be deprived of flesh. God granted their desire, giving them flesh, and leaving them 
to eat till their gluttony produced a plague, from which many of them died.” CH, 111, 112, 1890 CD 148.3

“In this instance the Lord gave the people that which was not for their best good, because they would have it. They would 
not submit to receive from the Lord those things which would prove for their good. They gave themselves up to seditious 
murmurings against Moses, and against the Lord, because they did not receive those things which would prove an injury 
to them. Their depraved appetites controlled them, and God gave them flesh meats, as they desired, and He let them 
suffer the results of gratifying their lustful appetites. Burning fevers cut down very large numbers of the people. Those 
who had been most guilty in their murmurings were slain as soon as they tasted the meat for which they had lusted. If 
they had submitted to have the Lord select their food for them, and had been thankful and satisfied for food which they 
could eat freely of without injury, they would not have lost the favor of God, and then been punished for their rebellious 
murmurings by great numbers of them being slain.” 4SG 18.1, 1864; CD 377.3

“God gave the people that which was not for their highest good, because they persisted in desiring it; they would not be 
satisfied with those things that would prove a benefit to them. Their rebellious desires were gratified, but they were left to 
suffer the result. They feasted without restraint, and their excesses were speedily punished. ‘The Lord smote the people 
with a very great plague.' Large numbers were cut down by burning fevers, while the most guilty among them were 
smitten as soon as they tasted the food for which they had lusted.” PP 382.2

Point: God Sent Fiery Serpents

Numbers 21:6 And the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and much 
people of Israel died. 

Deuteronomy 8:15 Who led thee through that great and terrible wilderness, wherein were fiery serpents, and 
scorpions, and drought, where there was no water; who brought thee forth water out of the rock of flint; 

Counterpoint:

“To punish them for their ingratitude, and complaining against God, the Lord permitted fiery serpents to bite them. They 
were called fiery, because their bite produced painful inflammation, and speedy death. The Israelites, up to this time, had 
been preserved from these serpents in the wilderness, by a continual miracle; for the wilderness through which they 
traveled was infested with poisonous serpents.” 1BC 1116.2

Point: The Lord Slew Saul

1 Chronicles 10:13 So Saul died for his transgression which he committed against the LORD, even against the 
word of the LORD, which he kept not, and also for asking counsel of one that had a familiar spirit, to enquire 
of it; 14) And enquired not of the LORD: therefore He slew him, and turned the kingdom unto David the son 
of Jesse. 

2 Samuel 21:12 And David went and took the bones of Saul and the bones of Jonathan his son from the men 
of Jabeshgilead, which had stolen them from the street of Bethshan, where the Philistines had hanged them, 
when the Philistines had slain Saul in Gilboa: 
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1 Chronicles 10:1 Now the Philistines fought against Israel; and the men of Israel fled from before the 
Philistines, and fell down slain in mount Gilboa. 2) And the Philistines followed hard after Saul, and after his 
sons; and the Philistines slew Jonathan, and Abinadab, and Malchishua, the sons of Saul. 3) And the battle 
went sore against Saul, and the archers hit him, and he was wounded of the archers. 4) Then said Saul to his 
armourbearer, Draw thy sword, and thrust me through therewith; lest these uncircumcised come and abuse 
me. But his armourbearer would not; for he was sore afraid. So Saul took a sword, and fell upon it. 5) And 
when his armourbearer saw that Saul was dead, he fell likewise on the sword, and died. 

Counterpoint:

“On the plain of Shunem and the slopes of Mount Gilboa the armies of Israel and the hosts of the Philistines closed in 
mortal combat. Though the fearful scene in the cave of Endor had driven all hope from his heart, Saul fought with 
desperate valor for his throne and his kingdom. But it was in vain. ‘The men of Israel fled from before the Philistines, and 
fell down slain in Mount Gilboa.’ Three brave sons of the king died at his side. The archers pressed upon Saul. He had 
seen his soldiers falling around him and his princely sons cut down by the sword. Himself wounded, he could neither fight 
nor fly. Escape was impossible, and determined not to be taken alive by the Philistines, he bade his armor-bearer, ‘Draw 
thy sword, and thrust me through therewith.' When the man refused to lift his hand against the Lord's anointed, Saul took 
his own life by falling upon his sword.” PP 681.4

Point: Destruction of Jerusalem

Daniel 9:26 And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for Himself: and the 
people of the Prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary; and the end thereof shall be 
with a flood, and unto the end of the war desolations are determined. 

Matthew 22:7 But when the King heard thereof, He was wroth: and He sent forth His armies, and destroyed 
those murderers, and burned up their city. 

“Thus the Jewish people sealed their rejection of God's mercy. The result was foretold by Christ in the parable. The king 
‘sent forth his armies, and destroyed those murderers, and burned up their city.’ The judgment pronounced came upon 
the Jews in the destruction of Jerusalem and the scattering of the nation.” COL 308.3

“Men will continue to erect expensive buildings, costing millions of money; special attention will be called to their 
architectural beauty, and the firmness and solidity with which they are constructed; but the Lord has instructed me that 
despite the unusual firmness and expensive display, these buildings will share the fate of the temple in Jerusalem. That 
magnificent structure fell. Angels of God were sent to do the work of destruction, so that one stone was not left one upon 
another that was not thrown down.” MS 35, 1906; 5BC 1098.7

Counterpoint:

“The long-suffering of God toward Jerusalem only confirmed the Jews in their stubborn impenitence. In their hatred and 
cruelty toward the disciples of Jesus they rejected the last offer of mercy. Then God withdrew His protection from them 
and removed His restraining power from Satan and his angels, and the nation was left to the control of the leader she had 
chosen.” GC 28.1

“But Israel had spurned the divine protection, and now she had no defense.” GC 29.1

“O that thou, a nation favored above every other, hadst known the time of thy visitation, and the things that belong unto 
thy peace! I have stayed the angel of justice, I have called thee to repentance, but in vain. It is not merely servants, 
delegates, and prophets, whom thou hast refused and rejected, but the Holy One of Israel, thy Redeemer. If thou art 
destroyed, thou alone art responsible. ‘Ye will not come to Me, that ye might have life.’” Matthew 23:37; John 5:40 GC 
21.2

“Christ saw the retribution that was to come upon the Jews as a result of their course of action,—their rebellion against 
God, and their hatred of the Roman power, which they were compelled to obey. Had the Jews been loyal to God, the 
armies of heaven would have shielded them from their adversaries. They brought their ruin upon themselves.” RH 
November 13, 1900, par. 6
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“The Jews had forged their own fetters; they had filled for themselves the cup of vengeance. In the utter destruction that 
befell them as a nation, and in all the woes that followed them in their dispersion, they were but reaping the harvest which 
their own hands had sown. Says the prophet: ‘O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself;’ ‘for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity.’ 
Hosea 13:9; 14:1 Their sufferings are often represented as a punishment visited upon them by the direct decree of God. 
It is thus that the great deceiver seeks to conceal his own work. By stubborn rejection of divine love and mercy, the Jews 
had caused the protection of God to be withdrawn from them, and Satan was permitted to rule them according to his will. 
The horrible cruelties enacted in the destruction of Jerusalem are a demonstration of Satan's vindictive power over those 
who yield to his control.

“We cannot know how much we owe to Christ for the peace and protection which we enjoy. It is the restraining power of 
God that prevents mankind from passing fully under the control of Satan. The disobedient and unthankful have great 
reason for gratitude for God's mercy and long-suffering in holding in check the cruel, malignant power of the evil one. But 
when men pass the limits of divine forbearance, that restraint is removed. God does not stand toward the sinner as an 
executioner of the sentence against transgression; but He leaves the rejectors of His mercy to themselves, to reap that 
which they have sown. Every ray of light rejected, every warning despised or unheeded, every passion indulged, every 
transgression of the law of God, is a seed sown which yields its unfailing harvest. The Spirit of God, persistently resisted, 
is at last withdrawn from the sinner, and then there is left no power to control the evil passions of the soul, and no 
protection from the malice and enmity of Satan. The destruction of Jerusalem is a fearful and solemn warning to all who 
are trifling with the offers of divine grace and resisting the pleadings of divine mercy. Never was there given a more 
decisive testimony to God's hatred of sin and to the certain punishment that will fall upon the guilty.” GC 35.3—36.1

“Christ would have averted the doom of the Jewish nation if the people had received Him. But envy and jealousy made 
them implacable. They determined that they would not receive Jesus of Nazareth as the Messiah. They rejected the Light 
of the world, and henceforth their lives were surrounded with darkness as the darkness of midnight. The doom foretold 
came upon the Jewish nation. Their own fierce passions, uncontrolled, wrought their ruin. In their blind rage they 
destroyed one another. Their rebellious, stubborn pride brought upon them the wrath of their Roman conquerors. 
Jerusalem was destroyed, the temple laid in ruins, and its site plowed like a field. The children of Judah perished by the 
most horrible forms of death. Millions were sold to serve as bondmen in heathen lands.” PK 712.3 

Point: World’s End

Isaiah 26:20 Come, my people, enter thou into thy chambers, and shut thy doors about thee: hide thyself as 
it were for a little moment, until the indignation be overpast. 21) For, behold, the LORD cometh out of His 
place to punish the inhabitants of the earth for their iniquity: the earth also shall disclose her blood, and 
shall no more cover her slain. 

2 Thessalonians 1:7 And to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from 
heaven with His mighty angels, 8) In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God, and that obey 
not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ: 9) Who shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the 
presence of the Lord, and from the glory of His power;  

“‘Every battle of the warrior is with confused noise, and garments rolled in blood; but this shall be with burning and fuel of 
fire.’ ‘The indignation of the Lord is upon all nations, and His fury upon all their armies: He hath utterly destroyed them, 
He hath delivered them to the slaughter.’ ‘Upon the wicked He shall rain quick burning coals, fire and brimstone and an 
horrible tempest: this shall be the portion of their cup.’ Isaiah 9:5; 34:2; Psalm 11:6, (margin) Fire comes down from God 
out of heaven. The earth is broken up. The weapons concealed in its depths are drawn forth. Devouring flames burst from 
every yawning chasm. The very rocks are on fire. The day has come that shall burn as an oven. The elements melt with 
fervent heat, the earth also, and the works that are therein are burned up. Malachi 4:1; 2 Peter 3:10 The earth's surface 
seems one molten mass—a vast, seething lake of fire. It is the time of the judgment and perdition of ungodly men—‘the 
day of the Lord's vengeance, and the year of recompenses for the controversy of Zion.’” Isaiah 34:8 GC 672.2

Counterpoint:

Jeremiah 23:19 Behold, a whirlwind of the LORD is gone forth in fury, even a grievous whirlwind: it shall fall 
grievously upon the head of the wicked. 20) The anger of the LORD shall not return, until He have 
executed, and till He have performed the thoughts of His heart: in the latter days ye shall consider it 
perfectly.  

“The Saviour's prophecy concerning the visitation of judgments upon Jerusalem is to have another fulfillment, of which 
that terrible desolation was but a faint shadow. In the fate of the chosen city we may behold the doom of a world that has 
rejected God's mercy and trampled upon His law.” GC 36.2
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“Christ saw in Jerusalem a symbol of the world hardened in unbelief and rebellion, and hastening on to meet the 
retributive judgments of God. The woes of a fallen race, pressing upon His soul, forced from His lips that exceeding bitter 
cry. He saw the record of sin traced in human misery, tears, and blood; His heart was moved with infinite pity for the 
afflicted and suffering ones of earth; He yearned to relieve them all. But even His hand might not turn back the tide of 
human woe; few would seek their only Source of help. He was willing to pour out His soul unto death, to bring salvation 
within their reach; but few would come to Him that they might have life.” GC 22.1 

“And on ‘whomsoever it shall fall, it will grind him to powder.’ The people who rejected Christ were soon to see their city 
and their nation destroyed. Their glory would be broken, and scattered as the dust before the wind. And what was it that 
destroyed the Jews? It was the rock which, had they built upon it, would have been their security. It was the goodness of 
God despised, the righteousness spurned, the mercy slighted. Men set themselves in opposition to God, and all that 
would have been their salvation was turned to their destruction. All that God ordained unto life they found to be unto 
death. In the Jews’ crucifixion of Christ was involved the destruction of Jerusalem. The blood shed upon Calvary was the 
weight that sank them to ruin for this world and for the world to come. So it will be in the great final day, when judgment 
shall fall upon the rejecters of God's grace. Christ, their rock of offense, will then appear to them as an avenging 
mountain. The glory of His countenance, which to the righteous is life, will be to the wicked a consuming fire. Because of 
love rejected, grace despised, the sinner will be destroyed.” DA 600.2

“But in that day, as in the time of Jerusalem's destruction, God's people will be delivered, everyone that shall be found 
written among the living. Isaiah 4:3 Christ has declared that He will come the second time to gather His faithful ones to 
Himself: ‘Then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven 
with power and great glory. And He shall send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together 
His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other.’ Matthew 24:30, 31 Then shall they that obey not the 
gospel be consumed with the spirit of His mouth and be destroyed with the brightness of His coming. 2 Thessalonians 2:8 
Like Israel of old the wicked destroy themselves; they fall by their iniquity. By a life of sin, they have placed themselves so 
out of harmony with God, their natures have become so debased with evil, that the manifestation of His glory is to them a 
consuming fire.” GC 37.1

“I was shown that the judgments of God would not come directly out from the Lord upon them, but in this way: They place 
themselves beyond His protection. He warns, corrects, reproves, and points out the only path of safety; then if those who 
have been the objects of His special care will follow their own course independent of the Spirit of God, after repeated 
warnings, if they choose their own way, then He does not commission His angels to prevent Satan's decided attacks upon 
them. [See also The Great Controversy, 614, where Ellen White states, ‘A single angel destroyed all the first-born of the 
Egyptians and filled the land with mourning. When David offended against God by numbering the people, one angel 
caused that terrible destruction by which his sin was punished. The same destructive power exercised by holy angels 
when God commands, will be exercised by evil angels when He permits.’ It is Satan's power that is at work at sea and on 
land, bringing calamity and distress, and sweeping off multitudes to make sure of his prey. And storm and tempest both 
by sea and land will be, for Satan has come down in great wrath. He is at work. He knows his time is short and, if he is 
not restrained, we shall see more terrible manifestations of his power than we have ever dreamed of.” 14MR 3.1

“When He leaves the sanctuary, darkness covers the inhabitants of the earth. In that fearful time the righteous must live in 
the sight of a holy God without an intercessor. The restraint which has been upon the wicked is removed, and Satan has 
entire control of the finally impenitent. God's long-suffering has ended. The world has rejected His mercy, despised His 
love, and trampled upon His law. The wicked have passed the boundary of their probation; the Spirit of God, persistently 
resisted, has been at last withdrawn. Unsheltered by divine grace, they have no protection from the wicked one. Satan 
will then plunge the inhabitants of the earth into one great, final trouble. As the angels of God cease to hold in check the 
fierce winds of human passion, all the elements of strife will be let loose. The whole world will be involved in ruin more 
terrible than that which came upon Jerusalem of old.

“A single angel destroyed all the first-born of the Egyptians and filled the land with mourning. When David offended 
against God by numbering the people, one angel caused that terrible destruction by which his sin was punished. The 
same destructive power exercised by holy angels when God commands, will be exercised by evil angels when He 
permits. There are forces now ready, and only waiting the divine permission, to spread desolation everywhere.” GC 
614.1, 2

Point: God’s Judgments

“It is God who holds in His hands the destiny of souls. He will not always be mocked; He will not always be trifled with. 
Already His judgments are in the land. Fierce and awful tempests leave destruction and death in their wake. The 
devouring fire lays low the desolate forest and the crowded city. Storm and shipwreck await those who journey upon the 
deep. Accident and calamity threaten all who travel upon the land. Hurricanes, earthquakes, sword and famine, follow in 
quick succession. Yet the hearts of men are hardened. They recognize not the warning voice of God. They will not flee to 
the only refuge from the gathering storm.” 5T 234.1

“God cannot forbear much longer. Already His judgments are beginning to fall on some places, and soon His signal 
displeasure will be felt in other places.” 9T 96.1
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“Already His judgments have begun to fall upon the inhabitants of the land. He can touch the largest so-called fire-proof 
buildings, and in two or three hours they are as nothingness—burned to the ground.” 2SAT 212.2

Counterpoint:

“Terrible plagues are visiting our world, in famines, in floods, in calamities by sea and land, in earthquakes in divers 
places. And because of men's wickedness the Lord does not restrain the destroying power.” RH December 8, 1896, par. 
12

“Satan works through the elements also to garner his harvest of unprepared souls. He has studied the secrets of the 
laboratories of nature, and he uses all his power to control the elements as far as God allows. When he was suffered to 
afflict Job, how quickly flocks and herds, servants, houses, children, were swept away, one trouble succeeding another as 
in a moment. It is God that shields His creatures and hedges them in from the power of the destroyer. But the Christian 
world have shown contempt for the law of Jehovah; and the Lord will do just what He has declared that He would—He 
will withdraw His blessings from the earth and remove His protecting care from those who are rebelling against His law 
and teaching and forcing others to do the same. Satan has control of all whom God does not especially guard. He will 
favor and prosper some in order to further his own designs, and he will bring trouble upon others and lead men to believe 
that it is God who is afflicting them.

“While appearing to the children of men as a great physician who can heal all their maladies, he will bring disease and 
disaster, until populous cities are reduced to ruin and desolation. Even now he is at work. In accidents and calamities by 
sea and by land, in great conflagrations, in fierce tornadoes and terrific hailstorms, in tempests, floods, cyclones, tidal 
waves, and earthquakes, in every place and in a thousand forms, Satan is exercising his power. He sweeps away the 
ripening harvest, and famine and distress follow. He imparts to the air a deadly taint, and thousands perish by the 
pestilence. These visitations are to become more and more frequent and disastrous. Destruction will be upon both man 
and beast. ‘The earth mourneth and fadeth away,’ ‘the haughty people ... do languish. The earth also is defiled under the 
inhabitants thereof; because they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant.’” 
Isaiah 24:4, 5 GC 589.2, 3

Point: Satan’s Fate

Ezekiel 28:16 By the multitude of thy merchandise they have filled the midst of thee with violence, and thou 
hast sinned: therefore I will cast thee as profane out of the mountain of God: and I will destroy thee, O 
covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire. 17) Thine heart was lifted up because of thy beauty, 
thou hast corrupted thy wisdom by reason of thy brightness: I will cast thee to the ground, I will lay thee 
before kings, that they may behold thee. 18) Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine 
iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour 
thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee. 19) All they that 
know thee among the people shall be astonished at thee: thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any 
more. 

Counterpoint:

 Galatians 6:7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.  

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

James 1:14 But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 15) Then when lust 
hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 16) Do not err, my 
beloved brethren. 17) Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father 
of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning…. 20) For the wrath of man worketh not 
the righteousness of God.  
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“This is not an act of arbitrary power on the part of God. The rejecters of His mercy reap that which they have sown. God 
is the fountain of life; and when one chooses the service of sin, he separates from God, and thus cuts himself off from life. 
He is ‘alienated from the life of God.’ Christ says, ‘All they that hate Me love death.’ Ephesians 4:18; Proverbs 8:36 God 
gives them existence for a time that they may develop their character and reveal their principles. This accomplished, they 
receive the results of their own choice. By a life of rebellion, Satan and all who unite with him place themselves so out of 
harmony with God that His very presence is to them a consuming fire. The glory of Him who is love will destroy them.” DA 
764.1

“Satan represents God's law of love as a law of selfishness. He declares that it is impossible for us to obey its precepts. 
The fall of our first parents, with all the woe that has resulted, he charges upon the Creator, leading men to look upon 
God as the author of sin, and suffering, and death. Jesus was to unveil this deception.” DA 24.2

“It was generally believed by the Jews that sin is punished in this life. Every affliction was regarded as the penalty of 
some wrongdoing, either of the sufferer himself or of his parents. It is true that all suffering results from the transgression 
of God's law, but this truth had become perverted. Satan, the author of sin and all its results, had led men to look upon 
disease and death as proceeding from God,—as punishment arbitrarily inflicted on account of sin. Hence one upon whom 
some great affliction or calamity had fallen had the additional burden of being regarded as a great sinner.” DA 471.1

“In Isaiah's day the spiritual understanding of mankind was dark through misapprehension of God. Long had Satan 
sought to lead men to look upon their Creator as the author of sin and suffering and death.” PK 311.1

“Satan had aroused the enmity and prejudice of the race against God. He had pointed to Him as exacting, overbearing, 
and condemnatory, the author of suffering, misery, and death. He charged upon God the attributes of his own character. 
Jesus came to declare the name of God, to reveal Him to the world.” 25LtMs, Ms 31, 1911, par. 4

Point: God’s Strange Work

Isaiah 28:21 For the LORD shall rise up as in mount Perazim, He shall be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, that 
He may do His work, His strange work; and bring to pass His act, His strange act. 

“Every century of profligacy has treasured up wrath against the day of wrath; and when the time comes, and the iniquity is 
full, then God will do His strange work. It will be found a terrible thing to have worn out the divine patience; for the wrath 
of God will fall so signally and strongly that it is represented as being unmixed with mercy; the very earth will be 
desolated. It is at the time of the national apostasy, when, acting on the policy of Satan, the rulers of the land will rank 
themselves on the side of the man of sin—it is then the measure of guilt is full; the national apostasy is the signal for 
national ruin.” GCDB April 13, 1891, par. 21

“God ‘delighteth in mercy.’ 'As I live, saith the Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked.’ Micah 7:18; 
Ezekiel 33:11 To Him the work of destruction and the denunciation of judgment is a 'strange work.’ Isaiah 28:21 But it is in 
mercy and love that He lifts the veil from the future, and reveals to men the results of a course of sin.” DA 582.3

“The bowels of the earth were the Lord's arsenal, from which He drew forth the weapons He employed in the destruction 
of the old world. Waters in the bowels of the earth gushed forth, and united with the waters from Heaven, to accomplish 
the work of destruction. Since the flood, God has used both water and fire in the earth as His agents to destroy wicked 
cities.” 3SG 82.2

“In the day of the Lord, just before the coming of Christ, God will send lightnings from Heaven in His wrath, which will 
unite with fire in the earth. The mountains will burn like a furnace, and will pour forth terrible streams of lava, destroying 
gardens and fields, villages and cities; and as they pour their melted ore, rocks and heated mud into the rivers, will cause 
them to boil like a pot, and send forth massive rocks and scatter their broken fragments upon the land with indescribable 
violence. Whole rivers will be dried up. The earth will be convulsed, and there will be dreadful eruptions and earthquakes 
everywhere. God will plague the wicked inhabitants of the earth until they are destroyed from off it.” 3SG 82.3

Counterpoint:

Work: Hebrew #4639. hRcSoAm ma{aseh, mah-as-eh´; from 6213; an action (good or bad); generally, a 
transaction; abstractly, activity; by implication, a product (specifically, a poem) or (generally) property:—act, art, + 
bakemeat, business, deed, do(-ing), labor, thing made, ware of making, occupation, thing offered, operation, 
possession, x well, ((handy-, needle-, net-))work(ing, -manship), wrought.

Strange: Hebrew #2114. r…wz zuwr, zoor; a primitive root; to turn aside (especially for lodging); hence to be a 
foreigner, strange, profane; specifically (active participle) to commit adultery:—(come from) another (man, place), 
fanner, go away, (e-)strange(-r, thing, woman).
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Question? 

How strange is it if He was responsible for the flood, for destroying Sodom and Gomorrah, and the many other judgments 
recorded in the Scriptures?

Question?

Who destroys the earth?

Revelation 11:18 And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they 
should be judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the saints, 
and them that fear thy name, small and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth. 

“God is a vigilant observer of the actions of the children of men. Nothing occurs in earth or heaven without the knowledge 
of the Creator. Nothing can happen without His permission.” ML 291.2

He lets them alone: 

Hosea 4:17 Ephraim is joined to idols: let him alone.  

“Those who separate from God and lose their spirituality, do not fall back all at once into a state which the true Witness 
calls lukewarm.… They do not realize their distance from God. They think themselves in good case because they profess 
to believe the truth. They grow weaker and weaker, until the Spirit of God is withdrawn, and God bids His angels, Let 
them alone! Jesus spues them out of His mouth….” RH November 26, 1861, par. 2

He gives them up or over:

Romans 1:24 Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to 
dishonour their own bodies between themselves: 

Romans 1:26 For this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their women did change the 
natural use into that which is against nature:  

Romans 1:28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave them over to a 
reprobate mind, to do those things which are not convenient;  

Hosea 11:8 How shall I give thee up, Ephraim? how shall I deliver thee, Israel? how shall I make thee as Admah? 
how shall I set thee as Zeboim? mine heart is turned within me, my repentings are kindled together.  

Psalm 81:11 But my people would not hearken to my voice; and Israel would none of me. 12) So I gave them up 
unto their own hearts’ lust: and they walked in their own counsels. 13) Oh that my people had hearkened 
unto me, and Israel had walked in my ways!  

2 Chronicles 30:7 And be not ye like your fathers, and like your brethren, which trespassed against the 
LORD God of their fathers, who therefore gave them up to desolation, as ye see.  

“The power and malice of Satan and his host might justly alarm us were it not that we may find shelter and deliverance in 
the superior power of our Redeemer. We carefully secure our houses with bolts and locks to protect our property and our 
lives from evil men; but we seldom think of the evil angels who are constantly seeking access to us, and against whose 
attacks we have, in our own strength, no method of defense. If permitted, they can distract our minds, disorder and 
torment our bodies, destroy our possessions and our lives. Their only delight is in misery and destruction. Fearful is the 
condition of those who resist the divine claims and yield to Satan's temptations, until God gives them up to the control of 
evil spirits. But those who follow Christ are ever safe under His watchcare. Angels that excel in strength are sent from 
heaven to protect them. The wicked one cannot break through the guard which God has stationed about His people.” GC 
517.2
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He withdraws His Spirit:

“The wicked have passed the boundary of their probation; the Spirit of God, persistently resisted, has been at last 
withdrawn. Unsheltered by divine grace, they have no protection from the wicked one. Satan will then plunge the 
inhabitants of the earth into one great, final trouble. As the angels of God cease to hold in check the fierce winds of 
human passion, all the elements of strife will be let loose. The whole world will be involved in ruin more terrible than that 
which came upon Jerusalem of old.” GC 614.1 

He permits Satan to destroy:

Exodus 12:23 For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when He seeth the blood upon the 
lintel, and on the two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come 
in unto your houses to smite you. 

Job 1:12 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not 
forth thine hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD. 

Job 2:6 And the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life. 

“Satan is the destroyer. God cannot bless those who refuse to be faithful stewards. All He can do is to permit Satan to 
accomplish his destroying work. We see calamities of every kind and in every degree coming upon the earth, and why? 
The Lord's restraining power is not exercised. The world has disregarded the word of God. They live as though there 
were no God. Like the inhabitants of the Noachic world, they refuse to have any thought of God. Wickedness prevails to 
an alarming extent, and the earth is ripe for the harvest.” 6T 388.3

He removes His restraint:

Revelation 7:1 And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the 
four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree. 2) And I 
saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice 
to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, 3) Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither 
the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads.  

“We cannot know how much we owe to Christ for the peace and protection which we enjoy. It is the restraining power of 
God that prevents mankind from passing fully under the control of Satan. The disobedient and unthankful have great 
reason for gratitude for God's mercy and long-suffering in holding in check the cruel, malignant power of the evil one. But 
when men pass the limits of divine forbearance, that restraint is removed. God does not stand toward the sinner as an 
executioner of the sentence against transgression; but He leaves the rejectors of His mercy to themselves, to reap that 
which they have sown. Every ray of light rejected, every warning despised or unheeded, every passion indulged, every 
transgression of the law of God, is a seed sown which yields its unfailing harvest. The Spirit of God, persistently resisted, 
is at last withdrawn from the sinner, and then there is left no power to control the evil passions of the soul, and no 
protection from the malice and enmity of Satan. The destruction of Jerusalem is a fearful and solemn warning to all who 
are trifling with the offers of divine grace and resisting the pleadings of divine mercy. Never was there given a more 
decisive testimony to God's hatred of sin and to the certain punishment that will fall upon the guilty.” GC 36.1

He does not interpose:

“It is very natural for human beings to think that great calamities are a sure index of great crimes and enormous sins; but 
men often make a mistake in thus measuring character. We are not living in the time of retributive judgment. Good and 
evil are mingled, and calamities come upon all. Sometimes men do pass the boundary line beyond God's protecting care, 
and then Satan exercises his power upon them, and God does not interpose. Job was sorely afflicted, and his friends 
sought to make him acknowledge that his suffering was the result of sin, and cause him to feel under condemnation. 
They represented his case as that of a great sinner; but the Lord rebuked them for their judgment of His faithful servant.”
MS 56, 1894; 3BC 1140.5
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He removes His protecting care:

“God bears long with the rebellion and apostasy of His subjects. Even when His mercy is despised and His love scorned 
and derided, He bears with men until the last resource for leading them to repentance is exhausted. But there are limits to 
His forbearance. From those who to the end continue in obstinate rebellion, He removes His protecting care. Providence 
will no longer shield them from Satan's power. They will have sinned away their day of grace.” RH September 17, 1901, 
par. 7

He no longer combats Satan in his efforts to destroy:

“God keeps a reckoning with the nations. Not a sparrow falls to the ground without His notice. Those who work evil 
toward their fellow men, saying, How doth God know? will one day be called upon to meet long-deferred vengeance. In 
this age a more than common contempt is shown to God. Men have reached a point in insolence and disobedience which 
shows that their cup of iniquity is almost full. Many have well-nigh passed the boundary of mercy. Soon God will show 
that He is indeed the living God. He will say to the angels, ‘No longer combat Satan in his efforts to destroy. Let him work 
out his malignity upon the children of disobedience; for the cup of their iniquity is full. They have advanced from one 
degree of wickedness to another, adding daily to their lawlessness. I will no longer interfere to prevent the destroyer from 
doing his work.’” RH September 17, 1901, par. 8

Will there be any new light?

“Some have asked me if I thought there was any more light for the people of God. Our minds have become so narrow 
that we do not seem to understand that the Lord has a mighty work to do for us. Increasing light is to shine upon us; for 
‘the path of the just is as the shining light, that shineth more and more unto the perfect day.” RH June 18, 1889, par. 4

"Peter exhorts his brethren to ‘grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.’ Whenever the 
people of God are growing in grace, they will be constantly obtaining a clearer understanding of His word. They will 
discern new light and beauty in its sacred truths. This has been true in the history of the church in all ages, and thus it will 
continue to the end. But as real spiritual life declines, it has ever been the tendency to cease to advance in the knowledge 
of the truth. Men rest satisfied with the light already received from God's word and discourage any further investigation of 
the Scriptures. They become conservative and seek to avoid discussion.” 5T 706.2

“There is no excuse for any one in taking the position that there is no more truth to be revealed, and that all our 
expositions of Scripture are without an error. The fact that certain doctrines have been held as truth for many years by our 
people, is not a proof that our ideas are infallible. Age will not make error into truth, and truth can afford to be fair. No true 
doctrine will lose anything by close investigation. We are living in perilous times, and it does not become us to accept 
everything claimed to be truth without examining it thoroughly; neither can we afford to reject anything that bears the fruits 
of the Spirit of God; but we should be teachable, meek and lowly of heart. There are those who oppose everything that is 
not in accordance with their own ideas, and by so doing they endanger their eternal interest as verily as did the Jewish 
nation in their rejection of Christ. The Lord designs that our opinions shall be put to the test, that we may see the 
necessity of closely examining the living oracles to see whether or not we are in the faith. Many who claim to believe the 
truth have settled down at their ease, saying, ‘I am rich, and increased with goods, and have need of nothing.’ But Jesus 
says to these self-complacent ones, Thou ‘knowest not that thou art wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and 
naked.’ Let us individually inquire, Do these words describe my case? If so, the True Witness counsels us, saying, ‘Buy of 
me gold tried in the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that thou mayest be clothed, that the shame of thy 
nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with eye-salve, that thou mayest see.’” RH Dec 20, 1892, par. 1

“Great truths that have lain unheeded and unseen since the day of Pentecost are to shine forth from God’s word in their 
native purity. To those who truly love God, the Holy Spirit will reveal truths that have faded from mind and will reveal truths 
that are entirely new." FE 473.2

“This scripture applies to those who live under the sound of the message, but who will not come to hear it. How do you 
know but that the Lord is giving fresh evidences of His truth, placing it in a new setting, that the way of the Lord may be 
prepared? What plans have you been laying that new light may be infused through the ranks of God's people? What 
evidence have you that God has not sent light to His children? All self-sufficiency, egotism, and pride of opinion must be 
put away. We must come to the feet of Jesus, and learn of Him who is meek and lowly of heart. Jesus did not teach His 
disciples as the rabbis taught theirs. Many of the Jews came and listened as Christ revealed the mysteries of salvation, 
but they came not to learn; they came to criticize, to catch Him in some inconsistency, that they might have something 
with which to prejudice the people. They were content with their knowledge, but the children of God must know the voice 
of the true Shepherd. Is not this a time when it would be highly proper to fast and pray before God? We are in danger of 
variance, in danger of taking sides on a controverted point; and should we not seek God in earnestness, with humiliation 
of soul, that we may know what is truth?” RH February 18, 1890, par. 19
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“Different periods in the history of the church have each been marked by the development of some special truth, adapted 
to the necessities of God's people at that time. Every new truth has made its way against hatred and opposition; those 
who were blessed with its light were tempted and tried. The Lord gives a special truth for the people in an emergency. 
Who dare refuse to publish it? He commands His servants to present the last invitation of mercy to the world. They 
cannot remain silent, except at the peril of their souls. Christ's ambassadors have nothing to do with consequences. They 
must perform their duty and leave results with God.” GC 609.1

“It is necessary that our unity today be of a character that will bear the test of trial.... We have many lessons to learn, and 
many, many to unlearn. God and heaven alone are infallible. Those who think that they will never have to give up a 
cherished view, never have occasion to change an opinion, will be disappointed. As long as we hold to our own ideas and 
opinions with determined persistency, we cannot have the unity for which Christ prayed.” TM 30.2

“The Holy Spirit is wanting in our work. Nothing frightens me more than to see the spirit of variance manifested by our 
brethren. We are on dangerous ground when we cannot meet together like Christians, and courteously examine 
controverted points. I feel like fleeing from the place lest I receive the mold of those who cannot candidly investigate the 
doctrines of the Bible.” 1SM 411.1  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Chapter 6 
The Wrath of God 

Jeremiah 23:19 Behold, a whirlwind of the Lord is gone forth in fury, even a grievous whirlwind: it shall fall 
grievously upon the head of the wicked. 20) The anger of the Lord shall not return, until He have executed, 
and till He have performed the thoughts of His heart: in the latter days you shall consider it perfectly.  

Revelation 7:1 And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding the 
four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree. 2) And I 
saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud voice 
to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, 3) Saying, Hurt not the earth, neither 
the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads. 

Revelation 16:1 And I heard a great voice out of the temple saying to the seven angels, Go your ways, and 
pour out the vials of the wrath of God upon the earth. 2) And the first went, and poured out his vial upon the 
earth; and there fell a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which had the mark of the beast, and upon 
them which worshipped his image.  

“The plagues of God will fall, and He will prevent them not.” RH July 27, 1897 par. 4

Proverbs 26:2 As the bird by wandering, as the swallow by flying, so the curse causeless shall not come. 

Galatians 6:7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 

Proverbs 11:23 The desire of the righteous is only good: but the expectation of the wicked is wrath.    

Romans 1:18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of 
men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19) Because that which may be known of God is manifest in 
them; for God hath shewed it unto them. 20) For the invisible things of Him from the creation of the world are 
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even his eternal power and Godhead; so that 
they are without excuse: 21) Because that, when they knew God, they glorified Him not as God, neither were 
thankful; but became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. 22) Professing 
themselves to be wise, they became fools, 23) And changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image 
made like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. 24) Wherefore God 
also gave them up to uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies 
between themselves: 25) Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature 
more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. 

Romans 2:1 Therefore thou art inexcusable, O man, whosoever thou art that judgest: for wherein thou 
judgest another, thou condemnest thyself; for thou that judgest doest the same things. 2) But we are sure 
that the judgment of God is according to truth against them which commit such things. 3) And thinkest thou 
this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and doest the same, that thou shalt escape the 
judgment of God? 4) Or despisest thou the riches of His goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not 
knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 5) But after thy hardness and impenitent 
heart treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of 
God; 6) Who will render to every man according to his deeds: 
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Matthew 27:46 And about the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? 
that is to say, My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? 

“Jesus cried with a loud voice, saying, Eli, Eli, lama sabachthani? [My God, My God, why have you forsaken Me?] The 
wrath of God fell upon Christ. This was the hiding of the Father’s countenance.” ST 4/14/1898

Chronicles 29:6 For our fathers have trespassed, and done that which was evil in the eyes of the LORD our 
God, and have forsaken Him, and have turned away their faces from the habitation of the LORD, and turned 
their backs. 7) Also they have shut up the doors of the porch, and put out the lamps, and have not burned 
incense nor offered burnt offerings in the holy place unto the God of Israel. 8) Wherefore the wrath of the 
LORD was upon Judah and Jerusalem, and He hath delivered them to trouble, to astonishment, and to 
hissing, as ye see with your eyes.  

Psalm 81:11 But my people would not hearken to my voice; and Israel would none of me. 12) So I gave them up 
unto their own hearts’ lust: and they walked in their own counsels. 13) Oh that my people had hearkened 
unto me, and Israel had walked in my ways! 14) I should soon have subdued their enemies, and turned my 
hand against their adversaries.  

Isaiah 59:1 Behold, the LORD’S hand is not shortened, that it cannot save; neither His ear heavy, that it 
cannot hear: 2) But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid His 
face from you, that He will not hear. 

Romans 2:4 Or despisest thou the riches of His goodness and forbearance and longsuffering; not knowing 
that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance? 5) But after thy hardness and impenitent heart 
treasurest up unto thyself wrath against the day of wrath and revelation of the righteous judgment of God; 
6) Who will render to every man according to his deeds:  

Proverbs 30:7 And be not ye like your fathers, and like your brethren, which trespassed against the LORD 
God of their fathers, who therefore gave them up to desolation, as ye see. 

Deuteronomy 31:17 Then My anger shall be kindled against them in that day, and I will forsake them, and I will 
hide my face from them, and they shall be devoured, and many evils and troubles shall befall them; so that 
they will say in that day, Are not these evils come upon us, because our God is not among us? 18) And I will 
surely hide My face in that day for all the evils which they shall have wrought, in that they are turned unto 
other gods.  

Deuteronomy 32:20  And He said, I will hide my face from them, I will see what their end shall be: for they are 
a very froward generation, children in whom is no faith. … 29) O that they were wise, that they understood 
this, that they would consider their latter end!… 35) To me belongeth vengeance, and recompence; their foot 
shall slide in due time: for the day of their calamity is at hand, and the things that shall come upon them make 
haste. 36) For the LORD shall judge His people, and repent Himself for His servants, when He seeth that 
their power is gone, and there is none shut up, or left. 37) And He shall say, Where are their gods, their rock 
in whom they trusted, 38) Which did eat the fat of their sacrifices, and drank the wine of their drink 
offerings? let them rise up and help you, and be your protection. 

Job 22:15 Hast thou marked the old way which wicked men have trodden? 16) Which were cut down out of 
time, whose foundation was overflown with a flood: 17) Which said unto God, Depart from us: and what can 
the Almighty do for them? 

Isaiah 54:7 For a small moment have I forsaken thee; but with great mercies will I gather thee. 8) In a little 
wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have mercy on thee, saith the 

￼32 The Wrath of God



Lord thy Redeemer. 9) For this is as the waters of Noah unto me: for as I have sworn that the waters of Noah 
should no more go over the earth; so have I sworn that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee.  

Isaiah 28:21 For the LORD shall rise up as in mount Perazim, He shall be wroth as in the valley of Gibeon, that 
He may do His work, His strange [Hebrew 2114] work; and bring to pass His act, His strange act.  

2114. r…wz zuwr, zoor; a primitive root; to turn aside (especially for lodging); hence to be a 

foreigner, strange, profane; specifically (active participle) to commit adultery:—(come 
from) another (man, place), fanner, go away, (e-)strange(-r, thing, woman). 

Revelation 14:9 And the third angel followed them, saying with a loud voice, If any man worship the beast and 
his image, and receive his mark in his forehead, or in his hand, 10) The same shall drink of the wine of the 
wrath of God, which is poured out without mixture into the cup of His indignation; and he shall be tormented 
with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels, and in the presence of the Lamb: 11) And the 
smoke of their torment ascendeth up for ever and ever: and they have no rest day nor night, who worship 
the beast and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark of his name.  

Psalm 78:29 So they did eat, and were well filled; for He gave them their own desire; 30) they were not 
estranged from their lust. But while their meat was yet in their mouths, 31) the wrath of God came upon them, 
and slew the fattest of them, and smote down the chosen men of Israel. 

“When the God of Israel brought His people out of Egypt, He withheld flesh meats from them in a great measure, but 
gave them bread from heaven, and water from the flinty rock. With this they were not satisfied. They loathed the food 
given them, and wished themselves back in Egypt, where they could sit by the fleshpots. They preferred to endure 
slavery, and even death, rather than to be deprived of flesh. God granted their desire, giving them flesh, and leaving them 
to eat till their gluttony produced a plague, from which many of them died.” CH, 111, 112, 1890 CD 148.3

Psalm 78:58 For they provoked Him to anger with their high places, and moved Him to jealousy with their 
graven images. 59) When God heard this, He was wroth, and greatly abhorred Israel: 60) so that He forsook 
the tabernacle of Shiloh, the tent which He placed among men; … 62) He gave His people over also unto the 
sword; and was wroth with His inheritance. 

Jeremiah 33:5 I will slay in My anger and My fury all for whose wickedness I have hidden My face from this 
city. 

Ezekiel 22:30 And I sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap 
before me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none. 

Isaiah 57:17  For the iniquity of his covetousness I was angry and struck him; I hid and was angry. 

Numbers 12:9 So the anger of the Lord was aroused against them, and He departed. 10) And the cloud 
departed from off the tabernacle; and, behold, Miriam became leprous, white as snow: and Aaron looked 
upon Miriam, and, behold, she was leprous.  

2 Chronicles 15:2 The Lord is with you while you are with Him. If you seek Him, He will be found by you; but if 
you forsake Him, He will forsake you.   

James 1:13-17 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he any man: 14) But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and 
enticed. 15) Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death. 16) Do not err, my beloved brethren. 17) Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 

The Wrath of God ￼33



cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning…. 20) For 
the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. 

“In order to be rightly understood and appreciated, every truth in the word of God, from Genesis to Revelation, must be 
studied in the light that streams from the cross of Calvary.” GW 315

“In Gethsemane the sins of men weighed heavily upon Christ, and the sense of God’s wrath against sin was crushing out 
His life…. In His agony He clings to the cold ground, as if to prevent Himself from being drawn farther from the Father.” 
DA 687

“All that God could do has been done to save man. Those who reject the mercy so freely proffered, will yet be made to 
know the worth of that which they have despised. They will feel the agony which Christ endured upon the cross to 
purchase redemption for all who would receive it. And they will then realize what they have lost,—eternal life and the 
immortal inheritance.” RH September 4, 1883, par. 17

“He had walked in the light of God’s presence…. but now He seemed to be shut out from the light of God’s sustaining 
presence. Now He was numbered with the transgressors. The guilt of fallen humanity He must bear…. Feeling how 
terrible is the wrath of God against transgression, He exclaims, ‘My soul is exceeding sorrowful, even unto death….’ He 
felt that by sin He was being separated from His Father. The gulf was so black, so deep, that His spirit shuddered before 
it… As man He must endure the wrath of God against transgression…. Christ was suffering under divine justice. He saw 
what justice meant… The sins of men weighed heavily upon Christ, and the sense of God’s wrath against sin was 
crushing out His life.” DA 685-87

“The heaviest burden that we bear is the burden of sin. If we were left to bear this burden, it would crush us. But the 
Sinless One has taken our place….” DA 328

“The sword of justice was unsheathed, and the wrath of God against iniquity rested upon man’s substitute, Jesus Christ. 
… It is a fearful thing for the unrepenting sinner to fall into the hands of the living God… Never was this proved to so great 
an extent as in the agony of Christ…. when He bore the wrath of God for a sinful world.” 5BC 1103; 1T 482; 2T 214

Deuteronomy 28:1 And it shall come to pass, if thou shalt hearken diligently unto the voice of the LORD thy 
God, to observe and to do all His commandments which I command thee this day, that the LORD thy God 
will set thee on high above all nations of the earth: 2) And all these blessings shall come on thee, and 
overtake thee, if thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God. 

Deuteronomy 28:15 But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, 
to observe to do all His commandments and His statutes which I command thee this day; that all these curses 
shall come upon thee, and overtake thee:  

Galatians 3:10 For as many as are of the works of the law are under the curse: for it is written, Cursed is every 
one that continueth not in all things which are written in the book of the law to do them. 

Galatians 3:13 Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, 
Cursed is every one that hangeth on a tree: 

2 Corinthians 5:21 For He hath made Him to be sin for us, who knew no sin; that we might be made the 
righteousness of God in Him. 

“He, the Sin Bearer, endures the wrath of divine justice, and for thy sake becomes sin itself.” DA 755.1

“But God suffered with His Son. Angels beheld the Saviour's agony. They saw their Lord enclosed by legions of satanic 
forces, His nature weighed down with a shuddering, mysterious dread. There was silence in heaven. No harp was 
touched. Could mortals have viewed the amazement of the angelic host as in silent grief they watched the Father 
separating His beams of light, love, and glory from His beloved Son, they would better understand how offensive in His 
sight is sin.” DA 693.2

“Oh, was there ever suffering and sorrow like that endured by the dying Saviour! It was the sense of His Father's 
displeasure which made His cup so bitter. It was not bodily suffering which so quickly ended the life of Christ upon the 
cross. It was the crushing weight of the sins of the world, and a sense of His Father's wrath. The Father's glory and 
sustaining presence had left Him, and despair pressed its crushing weight of darkness upon Him and forced from His 
pale and quivering lips the anguished cry: ‘My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?’
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“Jesus had united with the Father in making the world. Amid the agonizing sufferings of the Son of God, blind and 
deluded men alone remain unfeeling. The chief priests and elders revile God's dear Son while in His expiring agonies. Yet 
inanimate nature groans in sympathy with her bleeding, dying Author. The earth trembles. The sun refuses to behold the 
scene. The heavens gather blackness. Angels have witnessed the scene of suffering until they can look no longer, and 
hide their faces from the horrid sight. Christ is dying! He is in despair! His Father's approving smile is removed, and 
angels are not permitted to lighten the gloom of the terrible hour. They can only behold in amazement their loved 
Commander, the Majesty of heaven, suffering the penalty of man's transgression of the Father's law.

“Even doubts assailed the dying Son of God. He could not see through the portals of the tomb. Bright hope did not 
present to Him His coming forth from the tomb a conqueror and His Father's acceptance of His sacrifice. The sin of the 
world, with all its terribleness, was felt to the utmost by the Son of God. The displeasure of the Father for sin, and its 
penalty, which is death, were all that He could realize through this amazing darkness. He was tempted to fear that sin 
was so offensive in the sight of His Father that He could not be reconciled to His Son. The fierce temptation that His own 
Father had forever left Him caused that piercing cry from the cross: ‘My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?’” 2T 
209.1-3

“We should not try to lessen our guilt by excusing sin. We must accept God's estimate of sin, and that is heavy indeed. 
Calvary alone can reveal the terrible enormity of sin. If we had to bear our own guilt, it would crush us. But the sinless 
One has taken our place; though undeserving, He has borne our iniquity.” MB 116.1

“God suffered His wrath against transgression to fall on His beloved Son. Jesus was to be crucified for the sins of men. 
What suffering, then, would the sinner bear who continued in sin? All the impenitent and unbelieving would know a sorrow 
and misery that language would fail to express.” DA 743.2

“As the Son of God in the garden of Gethsemane bowed in the attitude of prayer, the agony of His spirit forced from His 
pores sweat like great drops of blood. It was here that the horror of great darkness surrounded Him. The sins of the world 
were upon Him. He was suffering in man's stead, as a transgressor of His Father's law. Here was the scene of 
temptation. The divine light of God was receding from His vision, and He was passing into the hands of the powers of 
darkness. In the agony of His soul He lay prostrate on the cold earth. He was realizing His Father's frown. The cup of 
suffering Christ had taken from the lips of guilty man, and proposed to drink it Himself, and, in its place, give to man the 
cup of blessing. The wrath that would have fallen upon man, was now falling upon Christ.” ST August 14, 1879, par. 3

“Upon Christ as our substitute and surety was laid the iniquity of us all. He was counted a transgressor, that He might 
redeem us from the condemnation of the law. The guilt of every descendant of Adam was pressing upon His heart. The 
wrath of God against sin, the terrible manifestation of His displeasure because of iniquity, filled the soul of His Son with 
consternation. All His life Christ had been publishing to a fallen world the good news of the Father's mercy and pardoning 
love. Salvation for the chief of sinners was His theme. But now with the terrible weight of guilt He bears, He cannot see 
the Father's reconciling face. The withdrawal of the divine countenance from the Saviour in this hour of supreme anguish 
pierced His heart with a sorrow that can never be fully understood by man. So great was this agony that His physical pain 
was hardly felt.” DA 753.1

“Christ felt much as sinners will feel when the vials of God's wrath shall be poured out upon them. Black despair like the 
pall of death will gather about their guilty souls, and then they will realize to the fullest extent the sinfulness of sin. 
Salvation has been purchased for them by the suffering and death of the Son of God. It might be theirs if they would 
accept of it willingly, gladly; but none are compelled to yield obedience to the law of God. If they refuse the heavenly 
benefit, if they choose the pleasures and deceitfulness of sin, they can have their choice, and at the end receive their 
wages, which is the wrath of God and eternal death. They will be forever separated from the presence of Jesus, whose 
sacrifice they had despised. They will have lost a life of happiness, and sacrificed eternal glory for the pleasures of sin for 
a season.” ST February 15, 1883, par. 4

“It was a sense of His Father's frown, in consequence of sin, which rent His heart with such piercing agony and forced 
from His brow great drops of blood, which, rolling down His pale cheeks, fell to the ground, moistening the earth.” 2T 
204.1

“The sense of the withdrawal of His Father's love pressed from His anguished soul these mournful words: ‘My soul is 
exceeding sorrowful, even unto death.’

“Could mortals have viewed the amazement and the sorrow of the angelic host as they watched in silent grief the Father 
separating His beams of light, love, and glory from the beloved Son of His bosom, they would better understand how 
offensive sin is in His sight.” 2T 206.1, 2

“His Father's approving smile is removed, and angels are not permitted to lighten the gloom of the terrible hour. They can 
only behold in amazement their loved Commander, the Majesty of heaven, suffering the penalty of man's transgression of 
the Father's law.” 2T 209.2

“He endured the hiding of His Father's countenance, until He was led to exclaim in the bitterness of His soul: ‘My God, My 
God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?’” 2T 212.2

The Wrath of God ￼35



“It was the hiding of His Father's face—a sense that His own dear Father had forsaken Him—which brought despair. The 
separation that sin makes between God and man was fully realized and keenly felt by the innocent, suffering Man of 
Calvary. He was oppressed by the powers of darkness. He had not one ray of light to brighten the future.” 2T 214.2

“Had Satan and his host…. been left to reap the full result of their sin, they would have perished.” DA 764

“Get ready, get ready, I beseech you get ready before it shall be forever too late! The ministers of vengeance will pour all 
the terrible judgments upon a God-forsaken people.” RH June 6, 1887 par. 13

“I saw the Lord turn to such in anger, in wrath, and repeat these words: ‘Go to now, ye rich men’….. Oh, I saw it was an 
awful thing to be thus forsaken by the Lord.” 1T 175

“At the thought of the grievous character of the guilt of the world, Christ felt that He must go apart, and be alone. The 
hosts of darkness are there to make sin appear as extensive, deep, and horrible as possible. In his hatred of God, in 
falsifying His character, in manifesting irreverence, contempt, and hatred toward the laws of His government, Satan had 
made iniquity reach unto the heavens, and it was his purpose to swell iniquity to such great proportions, that it would 
make atonement seem impossible, so that the Son of God, who sought to save a lost world, should be crushed beneath 
the curse of sin. The working of the vigilant foe in presenting to Christ the vast proportions of transgression, caused such 
poignant pain that He felt that He could not remain in the immediate presence of any human being. He could not bear that 
even His disciples should witness His agony as He contemplated the woe of the world. Even His most dearly loved 
friends must not be in His companionship. The sword of justice was unsheathed, and the wrath of God against iniquity 
rested upon man's substitute, Jesus Christ, the only begotten of the Father.

“In the Garden of Gethsemane Christ suffered in man's stead, and the human nature of the Son of God staggered under 
the terrible horror of the guilt of sin, until from His pale and quivering lips was forced the agonizing cry, ‘O my Father, if it 
be possible, let this cup pass from me:’ but if there is no other way by which the salvation of fallen man may be 
accomplished, then ‘not as I will, but as thou wilt.’ Human nature would then and there have died under the horror of the 
sense of sin, had not an angel from heaven strengthened Him to bear the agony.” 5BC 1102.8 —1103.1

“All Heaven is interested in our salvation; and shall we be indifferent? Shall we be careless, as though it was a small 
matter whether we are saved or lost? Shall we slight the sacrifice that has been made for us? The infinite price paid for 
our redemption, shows us its value; and just in proportion to the magnitude of the gift offered, is the guilt and folly of its 
rejection. All that God could do has been done to save man. Those who reject the mercy so freely proffered, will yet be 
made to know the worth of that which they have despised. They will feel the agony which Christ endured upon the cross 
to purchase redemption for all who would receive it. And they will then realize what they have lost,—eternal life and the 
immortal inheritance.” RH September 4, 1883, par. 17

Hosea 4:6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge: because thou hast rejected knowledge, I will also 
reject thee, that thou shalt be no priest to me: seeing thou hast forgotten the law of thy God, I will also 
forget thy children. 

Hosea 4:1 Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel: for the LORD hath a controversy with the 
inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor knowledge of God in the land. 
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Chapter 7 
The Judgments of God 

“Already He is sending His judgments upon the earth. Terrible plagues are visiting our world, in famines, in floods, in 
calamities by sea and by land, in earthquakes in divers places. And because of men’s wickedness the Lord does not 
restrain the destroying power.” RH December 8, 1896 par.12

Luke 17:26 And as it was in the days of Noe, so shall it be also in the days of the Son of Man. 

Luke 17:28 Likewise also as it was in the days of Lot; they did eat, they drank, they bought, they sold, they 
planted, they builded; 

“As we looked upon the desolation of Williamsport, we thought of the time when the world was deluged by the flood. In 
our imagination we could behold dimly the scenes of the terrible destruction in the days of Noah. We thought of the 
burning of wicked Sodom, when the earth was defiled under its inhabitants, and we remembered that we were living in a 
time similar to the time preceding the judgments which fell upon the old world. The Spirit of God is now withdrawing from 
the people of the earth. Men, wrapped up in prosperity, seeking and getting gain, have placed their affections upon 
earthly things. Few have recognized the long-suffering mercy of God. Few have realized or acknowledged His protecting 
care. Few have appreciated His goodness and love, although He has kept them from dire disaster and death.” RH August 
13, 1889, par. 8

“It was generally believed by the Jews that sin is punished in this life. Every affliction was regarded as the penalty of 
some wrongdoing, either of the sufferer himself or of his parents. It is true that all suffering results from the transgression 
of God's law, but this truth had become perverted. Satan, the author of sin and all its results, had led men to look upon 
disease and death as proceeding from God,—as punishment arbitrarily inflicted on account of sin. Hence one upon whom 
some great affliction or calamity had fallen had the additional burden of being regarded as a great sinner.” DA 471.1

“Before Christ's first advent, the sin of refusing to conform to God's law had become widespread. Apparently Satan's 
power was growing; his warfare against heaven was becoming more and more determined. A crisis had been reached. 
With intense interest God's movements were watched by the heavenly angels. Would He come forth from His place to 
punish the inhabitants of the world for their iniquity? Would He send fire or flood to destroy them? All heaven waited the 
bidding of their Commander to pour out the vials of wrath upon a rebellious world. One word from Him, one sign, and the 
world would have been destroyed. The worlds unfallen would have said, ‘Amen. Thou art righteous, O God, because 
Thou hast exterminated rebellion.’

“But ‘God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.’ God might have sent His Son to condemn, but He sent Him to save. Christ came as a Redeemer. 
No words can describe the effect of this movement on the heavenly angels. With wonder and admiration they could only 
exclaim, ‘Herein is love!’” ST August 27, 1902, par. 4, 5

“A crisis had arrived in the government of God. The earth was filled with transgression. The voices of those who had been 
sacrificed to human envy and hatred were crying beneath the altar for retribution. All heaven was prepared at the word of 
God to move to the help of His elect. One word from Him, and the bolts of heaven would have fallen upon the earth, filling 
it with fire and flame. God had but to speak, and there would have been thunderings and lightnings and earthquakes and 
destruction.” RH July 17, 1900, par. 5

“The heavenly intelligences were prepared for a fearful manifestation of Almighty power. Every move was watched with 
intense anxiety. The exercise of justice was expected. The angels looked for God to punish the inhabitants of the earth. 
But ‘God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life.’ ‘I will send my beloved Son,’ He said. It may be they will reverence Him.’ Amazing grace! Christ 
came not to condemn the world, but to save the world. ‘Herein is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us, and 
sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.’” RH July 17, 1900, par. 6 

“… I could but think of the greater disasters that are yet to come upon the world. As the restraining power of the Holy 
Spirit shall be withdrawn, because of the impenitence and ingratitude of men, terrible things will be witnessed in the 
earth.” RH September 3, 1889, par.1

“By their transgression of God’s law the people of Judah had forfeited His protection…. By their apostasy and rebellion 
they were inviting the judgments of God.” 5T 749

“It grieves the heart of God, as our Father, to let justice smite.” RH June 30, 1891 par. 11
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"I was shown in the vision given me of the Judgment, that God would send warnings, counsels, and reproof. Some would 
take heed to their ways and seek the Lord, while some would follow their own judgment because it was more convenient 
and pleasing to their own natural hearts to do so, [and] while some others would kick against the pricks, rise up against 
the testimonies of reproof, despise the warnings, choose their own wisdom, be ensnared and overcome by the enemy, 
and so blinded by his infatuations [that] they would be utterly unable to discern the things of God and would work directly 
against the light, enshrouding themselves in darkness and error. Then these very ones would sustain and strengthen the 
hands of our bitterest enemies.

“I was shown that the time was in the near future that these whom God had warned and reproved and given great light 
but they would not correct their ways and follow the light, He would remove from them that heavenly protection which had 
preserved them from Satan's cruel power; the Lord would surely leave them to themselves to follow the judgment and 
counsels of their own wisdom; they would be simply left to themselves, and the protection of God be withdrawn from 
them, and they would not be shielded from the workings of Satan; that none of finite judgment and foresight can have any 
power to conceive of the care God has exercised through His angels over the children of men in their travels, in their own 
houses, in their eating and drinking. Wherever they are, His eye is upon them. They are preserved from a thousand 
dangers, all to them unseen. Satan has laid snares, but the Lord is constantly at work to save His people from them.

"But [from] those who have no sense of the goodness and mercy of God, [those] who refuse His merciful warnings, who 
reject His counsels to reach the highest standard of Bible requirements, who do despite to the Spirit of grace, the Lord 
would remove His protecting power. I was shown that Satan would entangle and then destroy, if he could, the souls he 
had tempted. God will bear long, but there is a bound to His mercy, a line which marks His mercy and His justice.

“I was shown that the judgments of God would not come directly out from the Lord upon them, but in this way: They place 
themselves beyond His protection. He warns, corrects, reproves, and points out the only path of safety; then if those who 
have been the objects of His special care will follow their own course independent of the Spirit of God, after repeated 
warnings, if they choose their own way, then He does not commission His angels to prevent Satan's decided attacks upon 
them. [See also The Great Controversy, 614, where Ellen White states, ‘A single angel destroyed all the first-born of the 
Egyptians and filled the land with mourning. When David offended against God by numbering the people, one angel 
caused that terrible destruction by which his sin was punished. The same destructive power exercised by holy angels 
when God commands, will be exercised by evil angels when he permits.’] It is Satan's power that is at work at sea and on 
land, bringing calamity and distress, and sweeping off multitudes to make sure of his prey. And storm and tempest both 
by sea and land will be, for Satan has come down in great wrath. He is at work. He knows his time is short and, if he is 
not restrained, we shall see more terrible manifestations of his power than we have ever dreamed of.” 14MR 1.3—3.1

“When He leaves the sanctuary, darkness covers the inhabitants of the earth. In that fearful time the righteous must live in 
the sight of a holy God without an intercessor. The restraint which has been upon the wicked is removed, and Satan has 
entire control of the finally impenitent. God's long-suffering has ended. The world has rejected His mercy, despised His 
love, and trampled upon His law. The wicked have passed the boundary of their probation; the Spirit of God, persistently 
resisted, has been at last withdrawn. Unsheltered by divine grace, they have no protection from the wicked one. Satan 
will then plunge the inhabitants of the earth into one great, final trouble. As the angels of God cease to hold in check the 
fierce winds of human passion, all the elements of strife will be let loose. The whole world will be involved in ruin more 
terrible than that which came upon Jerusalem of old." GC

“A single angel destroyed all the first-born of the Egyptians and filled the land with mourning. When David offended 
against God by numbering the people, one angel caused that terrible destruction by which his sin was punished. The 
same destructive power exercised by holy angels when God commands, will be exercised by evil angels when He 
permits. There are forces now ready, and only waiting the divine permission, to spread desolation everywhere.” GC 
614.1, 2

“With unerring accuracy the Infinite One still keeps account with the nations. While His mercy is tendered, with calls to 
repentance, this account remains open; but when the figures reach a certain amount which God has fixed, the ministry of 
His wrath begins. The account is closed. Divine patience ceases. Mercy no longer pleads in their behalf.” PK 364.3

“God destroys no man. Everyone who is destroyed will have destroyed himself. Everyone who stifles the admonitions of 
conscience is sowing the seeds of unbelief, and these will produce a sure harvest. By rejecting the first warning from 
God, Pharaoh of old sowed the seeds of obstinacy, and he reaped obstinacy. God did not compel him to disbelieve. The 
seed of unbelief which he sowed produced a harvest of its kind. Thus his resistance continued, until he looked upon his 
devastated land, upon the cold, dead form of his first-born, and the first-born of all in his house and of all the families in 
his kingdom, until the waters of the sea closed over his horses and his chariots and his men of war. His history is a fearful 
illustration of the truth of the words that, ‘whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.’ Galatians 6:7 Did men but 
realize this, they would be careful what seed they sow.” COL 84.4
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Exodus 12:12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD. 13) 
And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass 
over [margin: spare, protect]  you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the 
land of Egypt.  

Exodus 12:23 For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when He seeth the blood upon the 
lintel, and on the two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come 
in unto your houses to smite you.  

Psalm 78:29 So they did eat, and were well filled: for He gave them their own desire;  

Psalm 78:41 Yea, they turned back and tempted God, and limited the Holy One of Israel. 42) They 
remembered not His hand, nor the day when He delivered them from the enemy. 43) How He had wrought 
His signs in Egypt, and His wonders in the field of Zoan: 

Psalm 78:49 He cast upon them the fierceness of His anger, wrath, and indignation, and trouble, by sending 
evil angels among them. 50) He made a way to His anger; He spared not their soul from death, but gave their 
life over to the pestilence; 51) And smote all the firstborn in Egypt; the chief of their strength in the 
tabernacles of Ham:  

“Pharaoh prepared a well-equipped army, composed of the priests of their idol gods, and of the rulers, and all the great 
men of his kingdom. They thought if their priests accompanied them, they would be more sure of success...

“They overtook the Hebrews at the Red Sea. This place was appointed for the last display of the power of God before the 
infatuated Egyptians. In the morning they came up to the Red Sea, and saw the Hebrew host walking upon a dry path 
prepared for them in the sea, while high walls of water stood upon either side, congealed by the power of God. This 
exhibition of God's power only increased their feelings of rebellion, and they had so long resisted such manifestations, 
that they were hardened, and in their blindness rushed into the path God had miraculously prepared for His people. Then 
were fulfilled the words which the Lord spake to Moses, ‘And against all the gods of Egypt, I will execute judgment. I am 
the Lord.’ The judgment of God was manifested in the utter destruction of the Egyptian host.” 3SG 247, 248

“The restraining Spirit of God is even now being withdrawn from the world. Hurricanes, storms, tempests, disasters by 
sea and by land, follow one another in quick succession. The signs thickening around us, telling of the near approach of 
the Son of God, are attributed to any other than the true cause. Men cannot discern the sentinel angel restraining the four 
winds, that they shall not blow until the servants of God are sealed; but when God shall bid His angels loose the winds, 
there will be such a scene of strife as no pen can picture.” ST October 9, 1901, par. 2

“Angels are sent from the heavenly courts, not to destroy, but to watch over and guard imperiled souls, to save the lost, to 
bring the straying ones back to the fold. ‘I came not to condemn, but to save,’ Christ declared.” RH May 10,1906

“The plagues of God will fall and He will prevent them not.” RH July 27, 1897

“I saw evil angels contending for souls, and angels of God resisting them. The conflict was severe. Evil angels were 
crowding about them, corrupting the atmosphere with their poisonous influence, and stupefying their sensibilities. Holy 
angels were anxiously watching these souls, and were waiting to drive back Satan's host. But it is not the work of good 
angels to control minds against the will of the individuals. If they yield to the enemy, and make no effort to resist him, then 
the angels of God can do but little more than hold in check the host of Satan, that they should not destroy, until further 
light be given to those in peril, to move them to arouse and look to heaven for help. Jesus will not commission holy angels 
to extricate those who make no effort to help themselves.” RH May 13, 1862, par. 16
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Chapter 8 
God’s Law Protects 

Psalm 34:7 The angel of the LORD encampeth round about them that fear Him, and delivereth them. 

Proverbs 12:28 In the way of righteousness is life; and in the pathway thereof there is no death.  

“God’s law is the transcript of His character. It embodies the principles of His kingdom. He who refuses to accept these 
principles is placing himself outside the channel where God's blessings flow.” COL 305.3

“The happiness of man is found in obedience to the laws of God. In obedience to God's law he is surrounded as with a 
hedge and kept from the evil.” ST April 10, 1893, par. 7

“The ten holy precepts spoken by Christ upon Sinai's mount were the revelation of the character of God, and made 
known to the world the fact that He had jurisdiction over the whole human heritage. That law of ten precepts of the 
greatest love that can be presented to man is the voice of God from heaven speaking to the soul in promise. ‘This do, and 
you will not come under the dominion and control of Satan.’ There is not a negative in that law, although it may appear 
thus. It is DO, and Live.... The Lord has given His holy commandments to be a wall of protection around His created 
beings.” SD 53.2

“So far from making arbitrary requirements, God's law is given to men as a hedge, a shield. Whoever accepts its 
principles is preserved from evil.” Ed 76.4

“The people of Israel were at this time loyal to God; and so long as they continued in obedience to His law, no power in 
earth or hell could prevail against them. But the curse which Balaam had not been permitted to pronounce against God's 
people, he finally succeeded in bringing upon them by seducing them into sin. When they transgressed God's 
commandments, then they separated themselves from Him, and they were left to feel the power of the destroyer. 

“Satan is well aware that the weakest soul who abides in Christ is more than a match for the hosts of darkness, and that, 
should he reveal himself openly, he would be met and resisted. Therefore he seeks to draw away the soldiers of the cross 
from their strong fortification, while he lies in ambush with his forces, ready to destroy all who venture upon his ground. 
Only in humble reliance upon God, and obedience to all His commandments, can we be secure.” GC 529.3: 530.1

“The law reveals the attributes of God's character, …” DA 762.1

“God requires perfection of His children. His law is a transcript of His own character, and it is the standard of all 
character.” COL 315.1

“The arrows of the destroyer are about to be hurled against the faithful ones, and no earthly power can turn aside the 
shaft. But could our eyes be opened we could see angels of God encircling the righteous, that no harm may come upon 
them. We have only to trust in God, and go forward in the way of obedience, and we shall be victorious.” RH August 28, 
1883, par. 27

“Satan sets himself to destroy this commandment-keeping company. But God is their tower of defense. He will raise up 
for them a standard against the enemy. He will be to them ‘as an hiding place from the wind,’ and 'as the shadow of a 
great rock in a weary land.’” RH September 17, 1901, par. 12

“The wicked one cannot break through the guard which God has stationed about His people.” GC 517.2

“Sometimes men do pass the boundary line beyond God's protecting care, and then Satan exercises his power upon 
them, and God does not interpose. Job was sorely afflicted, and his friends sought to make him acknowledge that his 
suffering was the result of sin, and cause him to feel under condemnation. They represented his case as that of a great 
sinner; but the Lord rebuked them for their judgment of His faithful servant.” MS 56, 1894

“Whenever men choose their own way, they place themselves in controversy with God. They will have no place in the 
kingdom of heaven, for they are at war with the very principles of heaven. In disregarding the will of God, they are placing 
themselves on the side of Satan, the enemy of God and man. Not by one word, not by many words, but by every word 
that God has spoken, shall man live. We cannot disregard one word, however trifling it may seem to us, and be safe. 
There is not a commandment of the law that is not for the good and happiness of man, both in this life and in the life to 
come. In obedience to God's law, man is surrounded as with a hedge and kept from the evil. He who breaks down this 
divinely erected barrier at one point has destroyed its power to protect him; for he has opened a way by which the enemy 
can enter to waste and ruin.s MB 52.1
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“To this people were committed the oracles of God. They were hedged about by the precepts of His law, the everlasting 
principles of truth, justice, and purity. Obedience to these principles was to be their protection, for it would save them from 
destroying themselves by sinful practices.” COL 287.2

“Satan has an accurate knowledge of the sins that he has tempted God's people to commit, and he urges his accusations 
against them, declaring, that by their sins they have forfeited divine protection, and claiming that he has the right to 
destroy them.” PK 588.3

“Only by keeping the law of the Lord before them, and striving to obey it, would they be protected.” PK 615.2

“While the Jewish leaders professed to have great zeal for the honor of God and the good of Israel, they were enemies of 
both. By precept and example they were leading the people farther and farther from obedience to God – leading them 
where He could not be their defense in the day of trouble.” AA 417

“Hundreds are starving for bread, while famine and pestilence are seen and felt, because God cannot…. protect those 
who are working contrary to His will.” 8T 51  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Chapter 9 
God Withdraws 

Hosea 5:6 They shall go with their flocks and with their herds to seek the LORD; but they shall not find Him; 
He hath withdrawn Himself from them. 

“Satan works through the elements also to garner his harvest of unprepared souls. He has studied the secrets of the 
laboratories of nature, and he uses all his power to control the elements as far as God allows. When he was suffered to 
afflict Job, how quickly flocks and herds, servants, houses, children, were swept away, one trouble succeeding another as 
in a moment. It is God that shields His creatures and hedges them in from the power of the destroyer. But the Christian 
world have shown contempt for the law of Jehovah; and the Lord will do just what He has declared that He would—He 
will withdraw His blessings from the earth and remove His protecting care from those who are rebelling against His law 
and teaching and forcing others to do the same. Satan has control of all whom God does not especially guard. He will 
favor and prosper some in order to further his own designs, and he will bring trouble upon others and lead men to believe 
that it is God who is afflicting them.

"While appearing to the children of men as a great physician who can heal all their maladies, he will bring disease and 
disaster, until populous cities are reduced to ruin and desolation. Even now he is at work. In accidents and calamities by 
sea and by land, in great conflagrations, in fierce tornadoes and terrific hailstorms, in tempests, floods, cyclones, tidal 
waves, and earthquakes, in every place and in a thousand forms, Satan is exercising his power. He sweeps away the 
ripening harvest, and famine and distress follow. He imparts to the air a deadly taint, and thousands perish by the 
pestilence. These visitations are to become more and more frequent and disastrous. Destruction will be upon both man 
and beast. 'The earth mourneth and fadeth away,' ‘the haughty people ... do languish. The earth also is defiled under the 
inhabitants thereof; because they have transgressed the laws, changed the ordinance, broken the everlasting covenant.’” 
Isaiah 24:4, 5 GC 589.2, 3

“Those who realize their weakness trust in a power higher than self. And while they look to God, Satan has no power over 
them. But those who trust in self are easily defeated. Let us remember that if we do not heed the cautions that God gives 
us, a fall is before us. Christ does not save from wounds the one who places himself unbidden on the enemy's ground. 
He does not impart power to those who reject His guidance. The self-sufficient one, who acts as if he knew more than his 
Lord, is allowed to go on in his supposed strength. Then come suffering and a crippled life, or perhaps defeat and death.” 
RH December 16, 1902, par. 7

“I asked my accompanying angel the meaning of what I heard, and what the four angels were about to do. He said to me 
that it was God that restrained the powers, and that He gave His angels charge over things on the earth; that the four 
angels had power from God to hold the four winds, and that they were about to let them go; but while their hands were 
loosening, and the four winds were about to blow, the merciful eye of Jesus gazed on the remnant that were not sealed, 
and He raised His hands to the Father and pleaded with Him that He had spilled His blood for them. Then another angel 
was commissioned to fly swiftly to the four angels and bid them hold, until the servants of God were sealed with the seal 
of the living God in their foreheads.” EW 38.2

“The present is a solemn, fearful time for the church. The angels are already girded, awaiting the mandate of God to pour 
their vials of wrath upon the world. Destroying angels are taking up the work of vengeance, for the Spirit of God is 
gradually withdrawing from the world. Satan is also mustering his forces of evil, going forth ‘unto the kings of the earth 
and of the whole world,’ to gather them under his banner, to be trained for ‘the battle of that great day of God Almighty.’” 
PHO, 28 4.1

“The wicked have passed the boundary of their probation; the Spirit of God, persistently resisted, has been at last 
withdrawn. Unsheltered by divine grace, they have no protection from the wicked one. Satan will then plunge the 
inhabitants of the earth into one great, final trouble. As the angels of God cease to hold in check the fierce winds of 
human passion, all the elements of strife will be let loose. The whole world will be involved in ruin more terrible than that 
which came upon Jerusalem of old.” GC 614.1

[Satan speaking] “If we can keep souls deceived for a time, God's mercy will be withdrawn, and He will give them up to 
our full control.” 4SP 340.2

“How does the Lord harden the hearts of men? In the same way in which the heart of Pharaoh was hardened. God sent 
this king a message of warning and mercy, but he refused to acknowledge the God of heaven, and would not render 
obedience to His commands. He asked, 'Who is the Lord that I should obey His voice?’" CC 89.2
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“Every additional evidence of the power of God that the Egyptian monarch resisted, carried him on to a stronger and 
more persistent defiance of God.... This case is a clear illustration of the sin against the Holy Ghost. ‘Whatsoever a man 
soweth, that shall he also reap.’ Gradually the Lord withdrew His Spirit. Removing His restraining power, He gave the king 
into the hands of the worst of all tyrants—self.” CC 89.5

“The Canaanites had filled up the measure of their iniquity, and the Lord would no longer bear with them. His defense 
being removed from them, they would fall an easy prey to the Hebrews. They were not prepared for battle, for they felt so 
strong that they deceived themselves with the idea that no army was formidable enough to prevail against them.” RH 
June 2, 1885, par. 9

“David had neglected the duty of punishing the crime of Amnon, and because of the unfaithfulness of the king and father 
and the impenitence of the son, the Lord permitted events to take their natural course, and did not restrain Absalom. 
When parents or rulers neglect the duty of punishing iniquity, God Himself will take the case in hand. His restraining 
power will be in a measure removed from the agencies of evil, so that a train of circumstances will arise which will punish 
sin with sin.” PP 728.1

“The longsuffering of God toward Jerusalem only confirmed the Jews in their stubborn impenitence. In their hatred and 
cruelty toward the disciples of Jesus, they rejected the last offer of mercy. Then God withdrew His protection from them, 
and removed His restraining power from Satan and his angels, and the nation was left to the control of the leader she had 
chosen. Her children had spurned the grace of Christ, which would have enabled them to subdue their evil impulses, and 
now these became the conquerors.” GC 28.1

“Hearts that respond to the influence of the Holy Spirit are the channels through which God's blessing flows. Were those 
who serve God removed from the earth, and His Spirit withdrawn from among men, this world would be left to desolation 
and destruction, the fruit of Satan's dominion. Though the wicked know it not, they owe even the blessings of this life to 
the presence, in the world, of God's people whom they despise and oppress.” DA 306.4

“The Jews had forged their own fetters; they had filled for themselves the cup of vengeance. In the utter destruction that 
befell them as a nation, and in all the woes that followed them in their dispersion, they were but reaping the harvest which 
their own hands had sown. Says the prophet: ‘O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself;’ ‘for thou hast fallen by thine iniquity.’ 
Hosea 13:9; 14:1. Their sufferings are often represented as a punishment visited upon them by the direct decree of God. 
It is thus that the great deceiver seeks to conceal his own work. By stubborn rejection of divine love and mercy, the Jews 
had caused the protection of God to be withdrawn from them, and Satan was permitted to rule them according to his will. 
The horrible cruelties enacted in the destruction of Jerusalem are a demonstration of Satan's vindictive power over those 
who yield to his control.

“We cannot know how much we owe to Christ for the peace and protection which we enjoy. It is the restraining power of 
God that prevents mankind from passing fully under the control of Satan. The disobedient and unthankful have great 
reason for gratitude for God's mercy and long-suffering in holding in check the cruel, malignant power of the evil one. But 
when men pass the limits of divine forbearance, that restraint is removed. God does not stand toward the sinner as an 
executioner of the sentence against transgression; but He leaves the rejectors of His mercy to themselves, to reap that 
which they have sown. Every ray of light rejected, every warning despised or unheeded, every passion indulged, every 
transgression of the law of God, is a seed sown which yields its unfailing harvest. The Spirit of God, persistently resisted, 
is at last withdrawn from the sinner, and then there is left no power to control the evil passions of the soul, and no 
protection from the malice and enmity of Satan. The destruction of Jerusalem is a fearful and solemn warning to all who 
are trifling with the offers of divine grace and resisting the pleadings of divine mercy. Never was there given a more 
decisive testimony to God's hatred of sin and to the certain punishment that will fall upon the guilty.” GC 35.3—36.1

“The long-suffering of God toward Jerusalem only confirmed the Jews in their stubborn impenitence. In their hatred and 
cruelty toward the disciples of Jesus they rejected the last offer of mercy. Then God withdrew His protection from them 
and removed His restraining power from Satan and his angels, and the nation was left to the control of the leader she had 
chosen. Her children had spurned the grace of Christ, which would have enabled them to subdue their evil impulses, and 
now these became the conquerors. Satan aroused the fiercest and most debased passions of the soul. Men did not 
reason; they were beyond reason—controlled by impulse and blind rage. They became satanic in their cruelty. In the 
family and in the nation, among the highest and the lowest classes alike, there was suspicion, envy, hatred, strife, 
rebellion, murder. There was no safety anywhere. Friends and kindred betrayed one another. Parents slew their children, 
and children their parents. The rulers of the people had no power to rule themselves. Uncontrolled passions made them 
tyrants. The Jews had accepted false testimony to condemn the innocent Son of God. Now false accusations made their 
own lives uncertain. By their actions they had long been saying: ‘Cause the Holy One of Israel to cease from before us.’ 
Isaiah 30:11 Now their desire was granted. The fear of God no longer disturbed them. Satan was at the head of the 
nation, and the highest civil and religious authorities were under his sway.” GC 28.1
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“It is God that shields His creatures and hedges them in from the power of the destroyer. But the Christian world have 
shown contempt for the law of Jehovah; and the Lord will do just what He has declared that He would—He will withdraw 
His blessings from the earth and remove His protecting care from those who are rebelling against His law and teaching 
and forcing others to do the same. Satan has control of all whom God does not especially guard. He will favor and 
prosper some in order to further his own designs, and he will bring trouble upon others and lead men to believe that it is 
God who is afflicting them." GC 589.2

“Already He is sending His judgments upon the earth. Terrible plagues are visiting our world, in famines, in floods, in 
calamities by sea and land, in earthquakes in divers places. And because of men's wickedness the Lord does not restrain 
the destroying power.” RH December 8, 1896, par. 12

“As the defenders of truth refuse to honor the Sunday-sabbath, some of them will be thrust into prison, some will be 
exiled, some will be treated as slaves. To human wisdom all this now seems impossible; but as the restraining Spirit of 
God shall be withdrawn from men, and they shall be under the control of Satan, who hates the divine precepts, there will 
be strange developments. The heart can be very cruel when God's fear and love are removed.” GC 608.1

“God bears long with the rebellion and apostasy of His subjects. Even when His mercy is despised and His love scorned 
and derided, He bears with men until the last resource for leading them to repentance is exhausted. But there are limits to 
His forbearance. From those who to the end continue in obstinate rebellion, He removes His protecting care. Providence 
will no longer shield them from Satan's power. They will have sinned away their day of grace.” RH September 17, 1901, 
par. 7

“Men cannot with impunity reject the warning which God in mercy sends them. A message was sent from heaven to the 
world in Noah's day, and their salvation depended upon the manner in which they treated that message. Because they 
rejected the warning, the Spirit of God was withdrawn from the sinful race, and they perished in the waters of the Flood. 
In the time of Abraham, mercy ceased to plead with the guilty inhabitants of Sodom, and all but Lot with his wife and two 
daughters were consumed by the fire sent down from heaven. So in the days of Christ. The Son of God declared to the 
unbelieving Jews of that generation: ‘Your house is left unto you desolate.’ Matthew 23:38 Looking down to the last days, 
the same Infinite Power declares, concerning those who 'received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved’ ‘For 
this cause God shall send them strong delusion, that they should believe a lie: that they all might be damned who 
believed not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness.’ 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12. As they reject the teachings of His 
word, God withdraws His Spirit and leaves them to the deceptions which they love.” GC 431.1

“No soul is ever finally deserted of God, given up to his own ways, so long as there is any hope of his salvation. ‘Man 
turns from God, not God from him.’ Our heavenly Father follows us with appeals and warnings and assurances of 
compassion, until further opportunities and privileges would be wholly in vain. The responsibility rests with the sinner. By 
resisting the Spirit of God today, he prepares the way for a second resistance of light when it comes with mightier power. 
Thus he passes on from one stage of resistance to another, until at last the light will fail to impress, and he will cease to 
respond in any measure to the Spirit of God. Then even ‘the light that is in thee' has become darkness. The very truth we 
do know has become so perverted as to increase the blindness of the soul.” MB 93.1

“God never forsakes people or individuals until they first forsake Him.” 2 SM 378.3

“Centuries of apostasy and crime had been treasuring up wrath against the day of retribution; and when their iniquity was 
full, the despisers of God learned too late that it is a fearful thing to have worn out the divine patience. The restraining 
Spirit of God, which imposes a check upon the cruel power of Satan, was in a great measure removed, and he whose 
only delight is the wretchedness of men was permitted to work his will.” GC 286.1

“Would we know the result of making void the law of God? The experiment has been tried. Terrible were the scenes 
enacted in France when atheism became the controlling power. It was then demonstrated to the world that to throw off 
the restraints which God has imposed is to accept the rule of the cruelest of tyrants. When the standard of righteousness 
is set aside, the way is open for the prince of evil to establish his power in the earth.” GC 584.2

“The Canaanites had filled up the measure of their iniquity, and the Lord would no longer bear with them. His defense 
being removed from them, they would fall an easy prey to the Hebrews….” 4T 151.2  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Chapter 10 
God Hides His Face 

Deuteronomy 31:17 Then my anger shall be kindled against them in that day, and I will forsake them, and I will 
hide my face from them, and they shall be devoured, and many evils and troubles shall befall them; so that 
they will say in that day, Are not these evils come upon us, because our God is not among us? 18) And I will 
surely hide my face in that day for all the evils which they shall have wrought, in that they are turned unto 
other gods. 

Deuteronomy 32:20 And He said, I will hide my face from them, I will see what their end shall be: for they are a 
very froward generation, children in whom is no faith. 

Isaiah 54:8 In a little wrath I hid my face from thee for a moment; but with everlasting kindness will I have 
mercy on thee, saith the LORD thy Redeemer. 

Isaiah 59:2 But your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid His face 
from you, that He will not hear. 

Isaiah 64:7 And there is none that calleth upon thy name, that stirreth up himself to take hold of thee: for 
thou hast hid thy face from us, and hast consumed us, because of our iniquities. 

Ezekiel 39:23 And the heathen shall know that the house of Israel went into captivity for their iniquity: 
because they trespassed against me, therefore hid I my face from them, and gave them into the hand of their 
enemies: so fell they all by the sword. 24) According to their uncleanness and according to their 
transgressions have I done unto them, and hid my face from them. 

Micah 3:4 Then shall they cry unto the LORD, but He will not hear them: He will even hide His face from them 
at that time, as they have behaved themselves ill in their doings. 

Jeremiah 33:5 I will slay in My anger and My fury all for whose wickedness I have hidden My face from this 
city…  

Isaiah 57:17 For the iniquity of his covetousness I was angry and struck him; I hid and was angry.  

2 Kings 17:17 And they caused their sons and their daughters to pass through the fire, and used divination 
and enchantments, and sold themselves to do evil in the sight of the LORD, to provoke Him to anger. 18) 
Therefore the LORD was very angry with Israel, and removed them out of His sight: there was none left but 
the tribe of Judah only. 19) Also Judah kept not the commandments of the LORD their God, but walked in 
the statutes of Israel which they made. 20) And the LORD rejected all the seed of Israel, and afflicted them, 
and delivered them into the hand of spoilers, until He had cast them out of His sight.  

Numbers 12:9 And the anger of the LORD was kindled against them; and He departed. 10) And the cloud 
departed from off the tabernacle; and, behold, Miriam became leprous, white as snow: and Aaron looked 
upon Miriam, and, behold, she was leprous.  

2 Chronicles 15:1 And the Spirit of God came upon Azariah the son of Oded: 2) And he went out to meet 
Asa, and said unto him, Hear ye me, Asa, and all Judah and Benjamin; The LORD is with you, while ye be 
with Him; and if ye seek Him, He will be found of you; but if ye forsake Him, He will forsake you.  
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“But as you are, Jesus hides His face from you. The Sun of Righteousness cannot send His bright beams into your heart. 
Oh, I beg of you to search your own heart, and make thorough work for eternity. Watch unto prayer. Do not become 
careless and reckless in your deal and then engage in missionary work. Set your own heart in order and be true to 
principle, true to your brother. Be kindhearted, pitiful, courteous.” 6LtMs, Lt 7, 1890, par. 6

“He will hide His face from His people until they do their duty and remove the wrong from among them. If any professing 
the name of Christ so far misrepresent their Saviour as to be unmindful of their duty to the afflicted, or if they in any way 
seek to advantage themselves to the injury of the unfortunate and thus rob them of means, the Lord holds the church 
accountable for the sin of its members until they have done all they can to remedy the existing evil. He will not hearken to 
the prayer of His people while the orphan, the fatherless, the lame, the blind, and the sick are neglected among them.” 3T 
517.2

“With all the gracious promises which God has made for His people, many are inquiring, ‘Why is it that there is no more 
light and power among us? We have accepted the truth, why does the Lord hide His face from us?’ It is not because His 
ears are closed against our prayers; it is not because there are no precious blessings in store for us, that we are in this 
state of weakness. Do we ever come to God, asking for heavenly wisdom, and find our plea rejected, and ourselves 
turned away empty?—No; never. The fault is in ourselves. It is our errors, our sins, our backslidings, that have separated 
us from God. And yet the long-suffering Saviour's voice is inviting us, ‘Come unto me, all ye that labor and are heavy-
laden, and I will give you rest.’ ‘And whosoever will, let him take the water of life freely.’ It is the needy, the fainting, those 
who are weighed down with care, those who are burdened with sorrow, to whom the invitation is given.” RH October 23, 
1888, par. 2

“Christ has shown that His love was stronger than death. He was accomplishing man's salvation; and although He had 
the most fearful conflict with the powers of darkness, yet, amid it all, His love grew stronger and stronger. He endured the 
hiding of His Father's countenance, until He was led to exclaim in the bitterness of His soul: ‘My God, My God, why hast 
Thou forsaken Me?’ His arm brought salvation. The price was paid to purchase the redemption of man, when, in the last 
soul struggle, the blessed words were uttered which seemed to resound through creation: ‘It is finished.’” 2T 212.2

“God suffered His wrath against transgression to fall on His beloved Son. Jesus was to be crucified for the sins of men. 
What suffering, then, would the sinner bear who continued in sin? All the impenitent and unbelieving would know a sorrow 
and misery that language would fail to express.” DA 743.2  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Chapter 11  
God Spares 

Exodus 12:12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD. 13) 
And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass 
over [margin: spare, protect]  you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the 
land of Egypt.  

Psalm 78:50 He made a way to His anger; He spared not their soul from death, but gave their life over to the 
pestilence; 

Deuteronomy 29:20 The LORD will not spare him, but then the anger of the LORD and His jealousy shall 
smoke against that man, and all the curses that are written in this book shall lie upon him, and the LORD 
shall blot out his name from under heaven. 

Genesis 18:24 Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city: wilt thou also destroy and not spare the 
place for the fifty righteous that are therein? 

Genesis 18:26 And the LORD said, If I find in Sodom fifty righteous within the city, then I will spare all the 
place for their sakes. 

Romans 8:32 He that spared not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also 
freely give us all things? 

Romans 11:20 Well; because of unbelief they were broken off, and thou standest by faith. Be not highminded, 
but fear: 21) For if God spared not the natural branches, take heed lest He also spare not thee. 22) Behold 
therefore the goodness and severity of God: on them which fell, severity; but toward thee, goodness, if thou 
continue in His goodness: otherwise thou also shalt be cut off.  

2 Peter 2:4, 5 For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and delivered them 
into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; 5) And spared not the old world, but saved Noah the 
eighth person, a preacher of righteousness, bringing in the flood upon the world of the ungodly; 

“God bears long with the rebellion and apostasy of His subjects. Even when His mercy is despised and His love scorned 
and derided, He bears with men until the last resource for leading them to repentance is exhausted. But there are limits to 
His forbearance. From those who to the end continue in obstinate rebellion, He removes His protecting care. Providence 
will no longer shield them from Satan's power. They will have sinned away their day of grace.” RH September 17, 1901, 
par. 7

“The cloud disappeared from the tabernacle in token of God's displeasure, and Miriam was smitten. She ‘became 
leprous, white as snow.’ Aaron was spared, but he was severely rebuked in Miriam's punishment.” DG 33.3

“God will remember those who have met together and thought upon His name, and He will spare them from the great 
conflagration. They will be as precious jewels in His sight.” 4T 107; ChS 214.2

“Thus we are to serve God. He only serves who acts up to the highest standard of obedience. All who would be sons and 
daughters of God must prove themselves co-workers with God and Christ and the heavenly angels. This is the test for 
every soul. Of those who faithfully serve Him the Lord says, ‘They shall be Mine... in that day when I make up My jewels; 
and I will spare them, as a man spareth his own son that serveth him.” Malachi 3:17 COL 283.1
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“…Many desired life, but made no effort to obtain it. They did not choose life, and now there was no atoning blood to 
cleanse the guilty, no compassionate Saviour to plead for them, and cry, ‘Spare, spare the sinner a little longer.’ All 
heaven had united with Jesus, as they heard the fearful words, ‘It is done. It is finished.’ The plan of salvation had been 
accomplished, but few had chosen to accept it. And as mercy's sweet voice died away, fear and horror seized the wicked. 
With terrible distinctness they heard the words, ‘Too late! too late!’” EW 281.1

“He who could not spare His disciple the anguish, left him not alone to its bitterness. His is a love that fails not nor 
forsakes.” Ed 90.1

“Like the angels, the dwellers in Eden had been placed upon probation; their happy estate could be retained only on 
condition of fidelity to the Creator's law. They could obey and live, or disobey and perish. God had made them the 
recipients of rich blessings; but should they disregard His will, He who spared not the angels that sinned, could not spare 
them; transgression would forfeit His gifts and bring upon them misery and ruin.” PP 53.1

“If God had purposed to destroy Israel, who could plead for them? But Moses discerned ground for hope where there 
appeared only discouragement and wrath. The words of God, ‘Let Me alone,’ he understood not to forbid but to 
encourage intercession; if entreated, God would spare His people.” EP 221.5

“The Lord promised to spare Israel from immediate destruction; but because of their unbelief and cowardice He could not 
manifest His power to subdue their enemies. Therefore in His mercy He bade them turn back toward the Red Sea.” EP 
273.1

“The priests and leaders had prostrated themselves in grief and humiliation, entreating the Lord to spare His people, 
when this prince in Israel flaunted his sin in the sight of the congregation, as if to defy the vengeance of God and mock 
the judges of the nation. Phinehas, the son of Eleazar the high priest, rose up, and seizing a javelin ‘went after the man of 
Israel into the tent’ and slew them both. Thus the plague was stayed. The priest who had executed the divine judgment 
was honored before all Israel.” EP 322.2

“The God of justice did not spare His Son.... The whole debt for the transgression of God's law was demanded from our 
Mediator. A full atonement was required. How appropriate are the words of Isaiah, ‘It pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He 
hath put Him to grief.’ His soul was made ‘an offering for sin.’ “He was wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised 
for our iniquities.’” Isaiah 53:10, 5 HP 15.2

Isaiah 53:4 Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows: yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten 
of God, and afflicted. 
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Chapter 12 
God Permits 

“God is a vigilant observer of the actions of the children of men. Nothing occurs in earth or heaven without the knowledge 
of the Creator. Nothing can happen without His permission.” RH September 17, 1901, par. 1

“The Father's presence encircled Christ, and nothing befell Him but that which infinite love permitted for the blessing of 
the world. Here was His source of comfort, and it is for us. He who is imbued with the Spirit of Christ abides in Christ. 
Whatever comes to him comes from the Saviour, who surrounds him with His presence. Nothing can touch him except by 
the Lord's permission. All our sufferings and sorrows, all our temptations and trials, all our sadness and griefs, all our 
persecutions and privations, in short, all things work together for our good. All experiences and circumstances are God's 
workmen whereby good is brought to us.” MH 488.4

“God leads His children by a way that they know not, but He does not forget or cast off those who put their trust in Him. 
He permitted affliction to come upon Job, but He did not forsake him. He allowed the beloved John to be exiled to lonely 
Patmos, but the Son of God met him there, and his vision was filled with scenes of immortal glory. God permits trials to 
assail His people, …” PP 129

“If permitted, they [Satan and his host] can distract our minds, disorder and torment our bodies, destroy our possessions 
and our lives. Their only delight is in misery and destruction. Fearful is the condition of those who resist the divine claims 
and yield to Satan's temptations, until God gives them up to the control of evil spirits. But those who follow Christ are ever 
safe under His watchcare. Angels that excel in strength are sent from heaven to protect them. The wicked one cannot 
break through the guard which God has stationed about His people.” GC 517.2

“God bears with divine patience with the perversity of the wicked; but He declares that He will visit their transgressions 
with a rod. He will at last permit the destructive agencies of Satan to bear sway to destroy.” Manuscript 17, 1906

“Joshua, standing before the angel of the Lord with defiled garments, represents those whose religious life has been 
faulty, who have been overcome by Satan's temptations, and are unworthy of God's favor. Today human beings stand 
before God with defiled garments. All their righteousness is ‘as filthy rags.’ Satan uses against them his masterly 
accusing power, pointing to their imperfections as evidence of their weakness. He points scornfully at the mistakes of 
those who claim to be doing God's service. They have been deceived by him, and he asks permission to destroy them.” 
PUR December 8, 1904, par. 6

“The apostle John in vision heard a loud voice in Heaven exclaiming, ‘Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and of the sea! 
for the devil is come down unto you, having great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short time.’ Revelation 
12:12 Fearful are the scenes which call forth this exclamation from the heavenly voice. The wrath of Satan increases as 
his time grows short, and his work of deceit and destruction reaches its culmination in the time of trouble. God's long-
suffering has ended. …” 4SP 440.3

“When He leaves the sanctuary, darkness covers the inhabitants of the earth. In that fearful time the righteous must live in 
the sight of a holy God without an intercessor. The restraint which has been upon the wicked is removed, and Satan has 
entire control of the finally impenitent. God's long-suffering has ended. The world has rejected His mercy, despised His 
love, and trampled upon His law. The wicked have passed the boundary of their probation; the Spirit of God, persistently 
resisted, has been at last withdrawn. Unsheltered by divine grace, they have no protection from the wicked one. Satan 
will then plunge the inhabitants of the earth into one great, final trouble. As the angels of God cease to hold in check the 
fierce winds of human passion, all the elements of strife will be let loose. The whole world will be involved in ruin more 
terrible than that which came upon Jerusalem of old”. GC 614.1

“A single angel destroyed all the first-born of the Egyptians and filled the land with mourning. When David offended 
against God by numbering the people, one angel caused that terrible destruction by which his sin was punished. The 
same destructive power exercised by holy angels when God commands, will be exercised by evil angels when He 
permits. There are forces now ready, and only waiting the divine permission, to spread desolation everywhere.” GC 614.2

“Satan can exercise his usurped authority only as God permits.” DA 129.4

“And when Peter denied Christ, declaring that he knew not the Man, Jesus turned and looked upon him. Had He spoken, 
He would have said, ‘I pardon your transgression.’ Satan has not power even to sift without permission from God, and 
Christ was watching the terrible sifting of him for whom He had prayed. The fall of Peter was the development of the 
natural elements of his character. Under testing trial these revealed themselves. When Peter saw this, his repentance 
was sincere, and strength came where there had been weakness.” EA 316.1
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“Satan will accuse and seek permission to destroy, but it is God that opens the door of refuge. It is God that justifieth him 
that entereth that door. Then if God be for us, who can be against us? Oh, the bright, glorious truth! Why do not men 
discern it? Why not walk in its bright beams? Why do not all who believe talk of Christ’s matchless love? Truth will shine 
forth in the great Judgment Day! Then will everyone wonder that they were so blinded by their own perversity that they 
did not appreciate the things that are excellent. Every one who now would accuse God as did the devil will then have 
nothing to say.” 6LtMs, Lt 2, 1889, par. 10

Job 1:11 But put forth thine hand now, and touch all that he hath, and he will curse thee to thy face. 12) And 
the LORD said unto Satan, Behold, all that he hath is in thy power; only upon himself put not forth thine 
hand. So Satan went forth from the presence of the LORD. … 

Job 2:3 And the LORD said unto Satan, Hast thou considered my servant Job, that there is none like him in 
the earth, a perfect and an upright man, one that feareth God, and escheweth evil? and still he holdeth fast 
his integrity, although thou movedst me against him, to destroy him without cause. 4) And Satan answered 
the LORD, and said, Skin for skin, yea, all that a man hath will he give for his life. 5) But put forth thine hand 
now, and touch his bone and his flesh, and he will curse thee to thy face. 6) And the LORD said unto Satan, 
Behold, he is in thine hand; but save his life. 7) So went Satan forth from the presence of the LORD, and 
smote Job with sore boils from the sole of his foot unto his crown. 

“The wickedness of the inhabitants of the world has almost filled up the measure of their iniquity. This earth has almost 
reached the place where God will permit the destroyer to work his will upon it.” 7T 141

"Satan works through the elements also to garner his harvest of unprepared souls. He has studied the secrets of the 
laboratories of nature, and he uses all his power to control the elements as far as God allows. When he was suffered to 
afflict Job, how quickly flocks and herds, servants, houses, children, were swept away, one trouble succeeding another as 
in a moment. It is God that shields His creatures and hedges them in from the power of the destroyer. But the Christian 
world have shown contempt for the law of Jehovah, and the Lord will do just what He has declared that He would – He 
will withdraw His blessings from the earth and remove His protecting care from those who are rebelling against His law 
and teaching and forcing others to do the same. Satan has control of all whom God does not especially guard. He will 
favor and prosper some, in order to further his own designs; and he will bring trouble upon others and lead men to believe 
that it is God who is afflicting them.” CH 460.2

“The Lord had never commanded them to ‘go up and fight.’ It was not His purpose that they should gain the land by 
warfare, but by strict obedience to His commands.” PP 392

1 Samuel 8:4 Then all the elders of Israel gathered themselves together, and came to Samuel unto Ramah, 5) 
And said unto him, Behold, thou art old, and thy sons walk not in thy ways: now make us a king to judge us 
like all the nations. 6) But the thing displeased Samuel, when they said, Give us a king to judge us. And 
Samuel prayed unto the LORD. 7) And the LORD said unto Samuel, Hearken unto the voice of the people 
in all that they say unto thee: for they have not rejected thee, but they have rejected me, that I should not 
reign over them.   

1 Samuel 8:19 Nevertheless the people refused to obey the voice of Samuel; and they said, Nay; but we will 
have a king over us; 20) That we also may be like all the nations; and that our king may judge us, and go out 
before us, and fight our battles. 21) And Samuel heard all the words of the people, and he rehearsed them in 
the ears of the LORD. 22) And the LORD said to Samuel, Hearken unto their voice, and make them a king. 
And Samuel said unto the men of Israel, Go ye every man unto his city. 

Hosea 13:9 O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but in me is thine help. 10) I will be thy king: where is any 
other that may save thee in all thy cities? and thy judges of whom thou saidst, Give me a king and princes? 11) 
I gave thee a king in mine anger, and took him away in my wrath. 

Exodus 23:27 I will send my fear before thee, and will destroy all the people to whom thou shalt come, and I 
will make all thine enemies turn their backs unto thee. 28) And I will send hornets before thee, which shall 
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drive out the Hivite, the Canaanite, and the Hittite, from before thee. 29) I will not drive them out from before 
thee in one year; lest the land become desolate, and the beast of the field multiply against thee. 

“I was shown that the time was in the near future that these whom God had warned and reproved and given great light 
but who would not correct their ways and follow the light, He would remove from them that heavenly protection which had 
preserved them from Satan’s cruel power. The Lord would surely leave them to themselves to follow the judgment and 
counsels of their own wisdom. They would be simply left to themselves, and the protection of God [would] be withdrawn 
from them, and they would not be shielded from the workings of Satan; that none of finite judgment and foresight can 
have any power to conceive of the care God has exercised through His angels over the children of men in their travels, in 
their own houses, in their eating and drinking. Wherever they are, His eye is upon them. They are preserved from a 
thousand dangers, all to them unseen. Satan has laid snares, but the Lord is constantly at work to save His people from 
them.” 4LtMs, Lt 14, 1883, par. 6

“But [from] those who have no sense of the goodness and mercy of God, who refuse His merciful warnings, who reject 
His counsels to reach the highest standard of Bible requirements, who do despite to the Spirit of grace, the Lord would 
remove His protecting power. I was shown that Satan would entangle and then destroy if he could, the souls he had 
tempted. God will bear long, but there is a bound to His mercy, a line which marks His mercy and His justice.” 4LtMs, Lt 
14, 1883, par. 7

“I was shown that the judgments of God would not come directly out from the Lord upon them, but [rather] in this way: 
they place themselves beyond His protection. He warns, corrects, reproves, and points out the only path of safety; then, if 
those who have been the objects of His special care will follow their own course independent of the Spirit of God after 
repeated warnings, if they choose their own way, then He does not commission His angels to prevent Satan’s decided 
attacks upon them. It is Satan’s power that is at work at sea and on land bringing calamity and distress, sweeping off 
multitudes to make sure of his prey. Storm and tempest both by sea and land will be, for Satan has come down in great 
wrath. He is at work. He knows his time is short, and if he is not restrained we shall see more terrible manifestations of 
his power than we have ever dreamed of." 4LtMs, Lt 14, 1883, par. 8

“I was shown that Satan would entangle and then destroy, if he could, the soul he had tempted. God will bear long, but 
there is a bound to His mercy, a line which marks His mercy and justice…. It is Satan’s power that is at work at sea and 
on land bringing calamity and distress, and sweeping off multitudes to make sure of His prey. Storm and tempest both by 
land and sea will be, for Satan has come down in great wrath. He is at work. He knows his time is short, and if he is not 
restrained, we shall see more terrible manifestations of his power than we have ever dreamed of.” 4T 384

“… Nothing occurs in earth or heaven without the knowledge of the Creator. Nothing can happen without His permission. 
He on whom the fate of an empire may depend is watched over with a vigilance which knows no relaxation by Him who 
‘giveth salvation unto kings,’ to whom belong ‘the shields of the earth.’ And the poor man is as tenderly watched over as 
the monarch upon his throne.” RH September 17, 1901, par. 1
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Chapter 13 
Separation From God 

Isaiah 59:2 Your iniquities have separated between you and your God, and your sins have hid His face from 
you, that He will not hear.  

“We are not to regard God as waiting to punish the sinner for his sin. The sinner brings the punishment upon himself. His 
own actions start a train of circumstances that bring the sure result. Every act of transgression reacts upon the sinner, 
works in him a change of character, and makes it more easy for him to transgress again. By choosing to sin, men 
separate themselves from God, cut themselves off from the channel of blessing, and the sure result is ruin and death.” 
1SM 235.2

“This calamity the Jews had brought upon themselves. If they had been walking in faithfulness and humility before God, 
He would in a signal manner have made the wrath of the king harmless to them. But they had separated themselves from 
God by their sins, and had rejected the Holy Spirit, which was their only shield. They had not studied the Scriptures with a 
desire to conform to the will of God. They had searched for prophecies which could be interpreted to exalt themselves, 
and to show how God despised all other nations. It was their proud boast that the Messiah was to come as a king, 
conquering His enemies, and treading down the heathen in His wrath. Thus they had excited the hatred of their rulers. 
Through their misrepresentation of Christ's mission, Satan had purposed to compass the destruction of the Saviour; but 
instead of this, it returned upon their own heads.” DA 65.5

“Then the end will come. God will vindicate His law and deliver His people. Satan and all who have joined him in rebellion 
will be cut off. Sin and sinners will perish, root and branch, (Malachi 4:1),—Satan the root, and his followers the branches. 
The word will be fulfilled to the prince of evil, ‘Because thou hast set thine heart as the heart of God; ... I will destroy thee, 
O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.... Thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more.’ Then 
‘the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not be;' ‘they shall be as though they had 
not been.’” Ezekiel 28:6-19; Psalm 37:10; Obadiah 1:16 DA 763.4

“This is not an act of arbitrary power on the part of God. The rejecters of His mercy reap that which they have sown. God 
is the fountain of life; and when one chooses the service of sin, he separates from God, and thus cuts himself off from life. 
He is 'alienated from the life of God.’ Christ says, ‘All they that hate Me love death.’ Ephesians 4:18; Proverbs 8:36 God 
gives them existence for a time that they may develop their character and reveal their principles. This accomplished, they 
receive the results of their own choice. By a life of rebellion, Satan and all who unite with him place themselves so out of 
harmony with God that His very presence is to them a consuming fire. The glory of Him who is love will destroy them.” DA 
764.1

“Separated from the vine, the branch cannot live. No more, said Jesus, can you live apart from Me. The life you have 
received from Me can be preserved only by continual communion. Without Me you cannot overcome one sin, or resist 
one temptation.” DA 676.1

“The rejecters of His mercy reap that which they sow. God is the fountain of life; and when one chooses the service of sin, 
he separates from God, and thus cuts himself off from life.” DA 764.1

“The transgression of that law caused a fearful separation between God and man.” SR 50.3

“The Lord has not closed heaven to us, but our own course of continual backsliding has separated us from God.” 5T 
217.1

“We are not to regard God as waiting to punish the sinner for his sin. The sinner brings the punishment upon himself. His 
own actions start a train of circumstances that bring the sure result. Every act of transgression reacts upon the sinner, 
works in him a change of character, and makes it more easy for him to transgress again. By choosing to sin, men 
separate themselves from God, cut themselves off from the channel of blessing, and the sure result is ruin and death.” 
6BC 1110.5

“We want all to understand how the soul is destroyed. It is not that God sends out a decree that man shall not be saved. 
He does not throw a darkness before the eyes which cannot be penetrated. But man at first resists a motion of the Spirit 
of God, and, having once resisted, it is less difficult to do so the second time, less the third, and far less the fourth. Then 
comes the harvest to be reaped from the seed of unbelief and resistance. Oh what a harvest of sinful indulgences is 
preparing for the sickle!” 5T 120.2
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“No soul is ever finally deserted of God, given up to his own ways, so long as there is any hope of his salvation. ‘Man 
turns from God, not God from him.’ Our heavenly Father follows us with appeals and warnings and assurances of 
compassion, until further opportunities and privileges would be wholly in vain. The responsibility rests with the sinner. By 
resisting the Spirit of God today, he prepares the way for a second resistance of light when it comes with mightier power. 
Thus he passes on from one stage of resistance to another, until at last the light will fail to impress, and he will cease to 
respond in any measure to the Spirit of God. Then even ‘the light that is in thee’ has become darkness. The very truth we 
do know has become so perverted as to increase the blindness of the soul.” MB 93.1

“A backsliding church [Israel] closed their eyes to the signs of the times. God did not forsake them, or suffer His 
faithfulness to fail; but they departed from Him, and separated themselves from His love. As they refused to comply with 
the conditions, His promises were not fulfilled to them.” GC 315.4

“God is not pleased with our lack of faith. Unbelief always separates the soul from Christ.” RH March 10, 1904, par. 21

“The sin which is indulged to the greatest extent, and which separates us from God and produces so many contagious 
spiritual disorders, is selfishness.” 2T 132.1

“Our danger, then, is in separating from God, and in mingling with the spirit and influence of the world.” RH January 4, 
1887, par. 16

“With the issues of the conflict before Him, Christ's soul was filled with dread of separation from God. Satan told Him that 
if He became the surety for a sinful world, the separation would be eternal. He would be identified with Satan's kingdom, 
and would nevermore be one with God. DA 686.5

“He who had been one with God, felt in His soul the awful separation that sin makes between God and man. This wrung 
from His lips the anguished cry, ‘My God, My God, why hast Thou forsaken Me?’ Matthew 27:46 It was the burden of sin, 
the sense of its terrible enormity, of its separation of the soul from God—it was this that broke the heart of the Son of 
God.” SC 13.1

“The cup which he prayed should be removed from him, that looked so bitter to His soul, was the cup of separation from 
God in consequence of the sin of the world.” RH November 19, 1895, par. 10

“Christ would take upon Himself the guilt and shame of sin—sin so offensive to a holy God that it must separate the 
Father and His Son. Christ would reach to the depths of misery to rescue the ruined race.” PP 63.2

“Could mortals have viewed the amazement of the angelic host as in silent grief they watched the Father separating His 
beams of light, love, and glory from His beloved Son, they would better understand how offensive in His sight is sin.” DA 
693.2

“We can have but faint conceptions of the inexpressible anguish of God's dear Son in Gethsemane, as He realized His 
separation from His Father in consequence of bearing man's sin. He became sin for the fallen race. The sense of the 
withdrawal of His Father's love pressed from His anguished soul these mournful words: 'My soul is exceeding sorrowful, 
even unto death.’ ‘If it be possible, let this cup pass from Me.’ Then with entire submission to His Father's will, He adds: 
‘Nevertheless not as I will, but as Thou wilt.’” 2T 206.1

“When we become absorbed in worldly things so that we have no thought for Him in whom our hope of eternal life is 
centered, we separate ourselves from Jesus and from the heavenly angels. These holy beings cannot remain where the 
Saviour's presence is not desired, and His absence is not marked. This is why discouragement so often exists among the 
professed followers of Christ.” DA 83.2  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Chapter 14 
The Destroyer 

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Psalm 17:4 Concerning the works of men, by the word of thy lips I have kept me from the paths of the 
destroyer.  

James 1:13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he any man: 14) But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and 
enticed. 15) Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death. 16) Do not err, my beloved brethren. 17) Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning…. 2) For the 
wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God.  

“There are but two powers that control the minds of men,—the power of God and the power of Satan. Christ is man’s 
Creator and Redeemer; Satan is man’s enemy and destroyer.” ST June 29, 1891, par. 2

“Thus it was that Lucifer, the light bearer,’ the sharer of God's glory, the attendant of His throne, by transgression became 
Satan, ‘the adversary’ of God and holy beings and the destroyer of those whom Heaven had committed to his guidance 
and guardianship.” PP 39.2

“Jesus Christ is the Restorer. Satan, the apostate, is the destroyer. Here is the conflict between the Prince of life and the 
prince of this world, the power of darkness….” CTr 247.2

“Sickness, suffering, and death are work of an antagonistic power. Satan is the destroyer; God is the restorer.” MH 113.1

“If He lets go His hold of us for one moment, Satan stands ready to destroy.” 15MR 104.1

“Everyone who will break from the slavery and service of Satan, and will stand under the blood-stained banner of Prince 
Immanuel will be kept by Christ's intercessions. Christ, as our Mediator, at the right hand of the Father, ever keeps us in 
view, for it is as necessary that He should keep us by His intercessions as that He should redeem us with His blood. If He 
lets go His hold of us for one moment, Satan stands ready to destroy.” 30 OHC 50.3

“Satan is the destroyer. God cannot bless those who refuse to be faithful stewards. All He can do is to permit Satan to 
accomplish his destroying work. We see calamities of every kind and in every degree coming upon the earth, and why? 
The Lord's restraining power is not exercised. The world has disregarded the word of God. They live as though there 
were no God. Like the inhabitants of the Noachic world, they refuse to have any thought of God. Wickedness prevails to 
an alarming extent, and the earth is ripe for the harvest.” 6T 388.3

“Satan, knowing that the empire he had usurped would in the end be wrested from him, determined to spare no pains to 
destroy as many as possible of the creatures whom God had created in His image.” 7BC 973.10

“The only safeguard against his power is found in the presence of Jesus. Before men and angels Satan has been 
revealed as man's enemy and destroyer; Christ, as man's friend and deliverer.”  DA 341.1 

“God bears long with the rebellion and apostasy of His subjects. Even when His mercy is despised and His love scorned 
and derided, He bears with men until the last resource for leading them to repentance is exhausted. But there are limits to 
His forbearance. From those who to the end continue in obstinate rebellion, He removes His protecting care. Providence 
will no longer shield them from Satan's power. They will have sinned away their day of grace.” RH September 17, 1901, 
par. 7

“God keeps a reckoning with the nations. Not a sparrow falls to the ground without His notice. Those who work evil 
toward their fellow men, saying, How doth God know? will one day be called upon to meet long-deferred vengeance. In 
this age a more than common contempt is shown to God. Men have reached a point in insolence and disobedience which 
shows that their cup of iniquity is almost full. Many have well-nigh passed the boundary of mercy. Soon God will show 
that He is indeed the living God. He will say to the angels, ‘No longer combat Satan in his efforts to destroy. Let him work 
out his malignity upon the children of disobedience; for the cup of their iniquity is full. They have advanced from one 
degree of wickedness to another, adding daily to their lawlessness. I will no longer interfere to prevent the destroyer from 
doing his work.’” RH September 17, 1901, par. 8
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“Satan's agents never pause in their work of destruction.” 9T 220.1 

“The power and malice of Satan and his host might justly alarm us were it not that we may find shelter and deliverance in 
the superior power of our Redeemer. We carefully secure our houses with bolts and locks to protect our property and our 
lives from evil men; but we seldom think of the evil angels who are constantly seeking access to us, and against whose 
attacks we have, in our own strength, no method of defense. If permitted, they can distract our minds, disorder and 
torment our bodies, destroy our possessions and our lives. Their only delight is in misery and destruction. Fearful is the 
condition of those who resist the divine claims and yield to Satan's temptations, until God gives them up to the control of 
evil spirits. But those who follow Christ are ever safe under His watchcare. Angels that excel in strength are sent from 
heaven to protect them. The wicked one cannot break through the guard which God has stationed about His people.” GC 
517.2

“God is constantly at work for the good of His creatures. Satan is also constantly at work, but for evil. The prince of the 
power of the air is the agent of destruction, the one who causes suffering and misery. Times without number God has 
interposed to avert death, to keep men, women, and children in safety when Satan purposed a result wholly disastrous.” 
RH September 17, 1901, par. 2

“Thus the archfiend clothes with his own attributes the Creator and Benefactor of mankind. Cruelty is satanic. God is love; 
and all that He created was pure, holy, and lovely, until sin was brought in by the first great rebel. Satan himself is the 
enemy who tempts man to sin, and then destroys him if he can; and when he has made sure of his victim, then he exults 
in the ruin he has wrought. If permitted, he would sweep the entire race into his net. Were it not for the interposition of 
divine power, not one son or daughter of Adam would escape.” GC 534.2

“This earth has almost reached the place where God will permit the destroyer to work his will upon it. The substitution of 
the laws of men for the law of God, the exaltation, by merely human authority, of Sunday in place of the Bible Sabbath, is 
the last act in the drama. When this substitution becomes universal, God will reveal Himself. He will arise in His majesty 
to shake terribly the earth. He will come out of His place to punish the inhabitants of the world for their iniquity, and the 
earth shall disclose her blood, and shall no more cover her slain.” 7T 141.

“Sickness, suffering, and death are work of an antagonistic power. Satan is the destroyer; God is the restorer.” CH 168.2

“If He lets go His hold of us for one moment, Satan stands ready to destroy. Those purchased by His blood, He now 
keeps by His intercession. He ever liveth to make intercession for us. ‘Wherefore He is able also to save them to the 
uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.’” Hebrews 7:25 15MR 104.1

“Satan works through the elements also to garner his harvest of unprepared souls. He has studied the secrets of the 
laboratories of nature, and he uses all his power to control the elements as far as God allows. When he was suffered to 
afflict Job, how quickly flocks and herds, servants, houses, children, were swept away, one trouble succeeding another as 
in a moment. It is God that shields His creatures and hedges them in from the power of the destroyer. But the Christian 
world have shown contempt for the law of Jehovah, and the Lord will do just what He has declared that He would—He 
will withdraw His blessings from the earth and remove His protecting care from those who are rebelling against His law 
and teaching and forcing others to do the same. Satan has control of all whom God does not especially guard. He will 
favor and prosper some, in order to further his own designs; and he will bring trouble upon others and lead men to believe 
that it is God who is afflicting them.” CH 460.2

“Before men and angels Satan has been revealed as man's enemy and destroyer; Christ, as man's friend and deliverer.” 
DA 341.1

“As loitering and carelessness might rob the fugitive of his only chance for life, so delays and indifference may prove the 
ruin of the soul. Satan, the great adversary, is on the track of every transgressor of God's holy law, and he who does not 
earnestly seek shelter in the eternal refuge will fall prey to the destroyer.” EP 369.3

“The inhabitants of Ashdod were smitten with a distressing and fatal disease. Remembering the plagues inflicted upon 
Egypt, the people attributed their afflictions to the presence of the ark among them. It was decided to convey it to Gath. 
But the plague followed, and the men of that city sent it to Ekron. Here the people received it with terror, crying, ‘They 
have brought about the ark of the God of Israel to us, to slay us and our people.’ The work of the destroyer went on, until 
‘the cry of the city went up to heaven.’” EP 426.1

“When God's restraining hand is removed, the destroyer begins his work. Then in our cities the greatest calamities will 
come.” MR 3:314 (1897)

“With these words of light and truth before them, how dare men neglect so plain a duty? How dare they disobey God 
when obedience to His requirements means His blessing in both temporal and spiritual things, and disobedience means 
the curse of God? Satan is the destroyer. God cannot bless those who refuse to be faithful stewards. All He can do is to 
permit Satan to accomplish his destroying work. We see calamities of every kind and in every degree coming upon the 
earth, and why? The Lord's restraining power is not exercised. The world has disregarded the word of God. They live as 
though there were no God. Like the inhabitants of the Noachic world, they refuse to have any thought of God. 
Wickedness prevails to an alarming extent, and the earth is ripe for the harvest.” 6T 388.3
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“God's great standard of righteousness is obnoxious to the tastes and appetites of sinful men and women. The active 
energy of the Saviour and that of the destroyer are in conflict.” CTr 236.4

“The sinner is exposed to eternal death, until he finds a hiding-place in Christ; and as loitering and carelessness might 
rob the fugitive of his only chance for life, so delays and indifference may prove the ruin of the soul. Satan, the great 
adversary, is on the track of every transgressor of God’s holy law, and he who is not sensible of his danger, and does not 
earnestly seek shelter in the eternal refuge, will fall a prey to the destroyer.” PP 517

“God keeps a reckoning with the nations. Not a sparrow falls to the ground without His notice. Those who work evil 
toward their fellow men, saying, How doth God know? will one day be called upon to meet long-deferred vengeance. In 
this age a more than common contempt is shown to God. Men have reached a point in insolence and disobedience which 
shows that their cup of iniquity is almost full. Many have well-nigh passed the boundary of mercy. Soon God will show 
that He is indeed the living God. He will say to the angels, ‘No longer combat Satan in his efforts to destroy. Let him work 
out his malignity upon the children of disobedience; for the cup of their iniquity is full. They have advanced from one 
degree of wickedness to another, adding daily to their lawlessness. I will no longer interfere to prevent the destroyer from 
doing his work.’ RH September 17, 1901, par. 8

“This time is right upon us. The Spirit of God is being withdrawn from the earth. When the angel of mercy folds her wings 
and departs, Satan will do the evil deeds he has long wished to do. Storm and tempest, war and bloodshed,—in these 
things he delights, and thus he gathers in his harvest. And so completely will men be deceived by him that they will 
declare that these calamities are the result of the desecration of the first day of the week. From the pulpits of the popular 
churches will be heard the statement that the world is being punished because Sunday is not honored as it should be. 
And it will require no great stretch of imagination for men to believe this. They are guided by the enemy, and therefore 
they reach conclusions which are entirely false.” RH September 17, 1901, par. 9

“When God's restraining hand is removed, the destroyer begins his work. Then in our cities the greatest calamities will 
come. Is this because people do not keep Sunday? No; but because men have trampled upon the law of Jehovah. The 
Lord is slow to anger. This should inspire the heart with gratitude. 'The Lord is slow to anger, and great in power, and will 
not at all acquit the wicked: the Lord hath His way in the whirlwind and in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of His 
feet'” (Nahum 1:3). 3MR 314.3

Revelation 7:1-3 And after these things I saw four angels standing on the four corners of the earth, holding 
the four winds of the earth, that the wind should not blow on the earth, nor on the sea, nor on any tree. 2) 
And I saw another angel ascending from the east, having the seal of the living God: and he cried with a loud 
voice to the four angels, to whom it was given to hurt the earth and the sea, 3) Saying, Hurt not the earth, 
neither the sea, nor the trees, till we have sealed the servants of our God in their foreheads. 

“I saw evil angels contending for souls, and angels of God resisting them. The conflict was severe. Evil angels were 
crowding about them, corrupting the atmosphere with their poisonous influence, and stupefying their sensibilities. Holy 
angels were anxiously watching these souls, and were waiting to drive back Satan's host. But it is not the work of good 
angels to control minds against the will of the individuals. If they yield to the enemy, and make no effort to resist him, then 
the angels of God can do but little more than hold in check the host of Satan, that they should not destroy, until further 
light be given to those in peril, to move them to arouse and look to heaven for help. Jesus will not commission holy angels 
to extricate those who make no effort to help themselves.” RH May 13, 1862, par. 16

“Only through their transgression of God's law can he obtain power over them. His accusations arise solely from his 
enmity to Christ. Through the plan of salvation, Jesus is breaking Satan's hold upon the human family and rescuing souls 
from his power. All the hatred and malignity of the archrebel is stirred as he beholds the evidence of Christ's supremacy, 
and with fiendish power and cunning he works to wrest from Him the remnant of the children of men who have accepted 
His salvation.” 5T 470.1

“Angels are now restraining the winds of strife, that they may not blow until the world shall be warned of its coming doom; 
but a storm is gathering, ready to burst upon the earth; and when God shall bid His angels loose the winds, there will be 
such a scene of strife as no pen can picture.” Ed 179.6

“A terrible contest is before us. We are nearing the battle of the great day of God Almighty. That which has been held in 
control is to be let loose. The angel of mercy is folding its wings, preparing to step down from the golden throne and leave 
the world to the control of Satan, the king they have chosen, a murderer and a destroyer from the beginning.” 16LtMs, Lt 
153, 1901, par. 11
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“When He leaves the sanctuary, darkness covers the inhabitants of the earth. In that fearful time the righteous must live in 
the sight of a holy God without an intercessor. The restraint which has been upon the wicked is removed, and Satan has 
entire control of the finally impenitent. God's long-suffering has ended. The world has rejected His mercy, despised His 
love, and trampled upon His law. The wicked have passed the boundary of their probation; the Spirit of God, persistently 
resisted, has been at last withdrawn. Unsheltered by divine grace, they have no protection from the wicked one. Satan 
will then plunge the inhabitants of the earth into one great, final trouble. As the angels of God cease to hold in check the 
fierce winds of human passion, all the elements of strife will be let loose. The whole world will be involved in ruin more 
terrible than that which came upon Jerusalem of old. GC 614.1

“A single angel destroyed all the first-born of the Egyptians and filled the land with mourning. When David offended 
against God by numbering the people, one angel caused that terrible destruction by which his sin was punished. The 
same destructive power exercised by holy angels when God commands, will be exercised by evil angels when He 
permits. There are forces now ready, and only waiting the divine permission, to spread desolation everywhere.” GC 614.2

“As Jesus moved out of the most holy place, I heard the tinkling of the bells upon His garment; and as He left, a cloud of 
darkness covered the inhabitants of the earth. There was then no mediator between guilty man and an offended God. 
While Jesus had been standing between God and guilty man, a restraint was upon the people; but when He stepped out 
from between man and the Father, the restraint was removed and Satan had entire control of the finally impenitent. It was 
impossible for the plagues to be poured out while Jesus officiated in the sanctuary; but as His work there is finished, and 
His intercession closes, there is nothing to stay the wrath of God, and it breaks with fury upon the shelterless head of the 
guilty sinner, who has slighted salvation and hated reproof.” EW 280.2

Exodus 12:12 For I will pass through the land of Egypt this night, and will smite all the firstborn in the land of 
Egypt, both man and beast; and against all the gods of Egypt I will execute judgment: I am the LORD. 13) 
And the blood shall be to you for a token upon the houses where ye are: and when I see the blood, I will pass 
over [spare, protect] you, and the plague shall not be upon you to destroy you, when I smite the land of 
Egypt…. 23) For the LORD will pass through to smite the Egyptians; and when he seeth the blood upon the 
lintel, and on the two side posts, the LORD will pass over the door, and will not suffer [allow] the destroyer 
to come in unto your houses to smite you.  

Psalm 78:49 He cast upon them the fierceness of His anger, wrath, and indignation, and trouble, by sending 
evil angels among them. 50) He made a way to His anger; He spared not their soul from death, but gave their 
life over to the pestilence; 51 )And smote all the firstborn in Egypt; 

“But no dwelling of Israel was visited by the death-dealing angel. The sign of blood—the sign of a Saviour's protection—
was on their doors, and the destroyer entered not.” PP 279.3

“At midnight ‘there was a great cry in Egypt: for there was not a house where there was not one dead.’ All the first-born in 
the land, ‘from the firstborn of Pharaoh that sat on his throne unto the firstborn of the captive that was in the dungeon; 
and all the firstborn of cattle’ had been smitten by the destroyer.” PP 279.4 

“Before obtaining freedom, the bondmen must show their faith in the great deliverance. The blood must be placed upon 
their houses, and they must separate themselves and their families from the Egyptians, and gather within their own 
dwellings. All who failed to heed the Lord's directions would lose their firstborn by the hand of the destroyer.” EP 191.5

“The word of God came to the Israelites in bondage to gather their children into their houses and to mark the doorposts of 
their houses with blood from a lamb, slain. This prefigured the slaying of the Son of God and the efficacy of His blood, 
which was shed for the salvation of the sinner. It was a sign that the household accepted Christ as the promised 
Redeemer. It was shielded from the destroyer's power.” 3SM 314.1

“For the Lord will pass through the land to smite the Egyptians; and when He seeth the blood upon the lintel, and on the 
two sideposts, the Lord will pass over the door, and will not suffer the destroyer to come in unto your houses to smite you” 
[verses 21-33]. The blood on the door was to be the sign that the Israelites were God's people. He who failed to obey 
would suffer with the Egyptians. The Lord could not spare him.” 17MR 351.1

1 Corinthians 10:6 Now these things were our examples, to the intent we should not lust after evil things, as 
they also lusted. 7) Neither be ye idolaters, as were some of them; as it is written, The people sat down to eat 
and drink, and rose up to play. 8) Neither let us commit fornication, as some of them committed, and fell in 
one day three and twenty thousand. 9) Neither let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were 
destroyed of serpents. 10) Neither murmur ye, as some of them also murmured, and were destroyed of the 
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destroyer. 11) Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are written for our 
admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come. 

“The people of Israel were at this time loyal to God; and so long as they continued in obedience to His law, no power in 
earth or hell could prevail against them. But the curse which Balaam had not been permitted to pronounce against God's 
people, he finally succeeded in bringing upon them by seducing them into sin. When they transgressed God's 
commandments, then they separated themselves from Him, and they were left to feel the power of the destroyer.” GC 
529.3

“In the case of Korah, Dathan, and Abiram we have a lesson of warning lest we follow their example. ‘Neither let us tempt 
Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed of serpents. Neither murmur ye, as some of them also 
murmured, and were destroyed of the destroyer. Now all these things happened unto them for ensamples: and they are 
written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are come.’” 3T 353.1

Psalm 17:4 By the word of Thy lips I have kept me from the paths of the destroyer. 

Revelation 9:11 And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the 
Hebrew tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon. 

Strong’s Greek Abaddon, ab-ad-dohn´; of Hebrew origin (H11); a destroying angel: — Abaddon. 

Strong’s Greek Apolluon, ap-ol-loo´-ohn; active participle of 622; a destroyer (i.e. Satan): — Apollyon. 

“He allowed the evil spirits to destroy the herd of swine as a rebuke to those Jews who were raising these unclean beasts 
for the sake of gain. Had not Christ restrained the demons, they would have plunged into the sea, not only the swine, but 
also their keepers and owners. The preservation of both the keepers and the owners was due alone to His power, 
mercifully exercised for their deliverance. Furthermore, this event was permitted to take place that the disciples might 
witness the cruel power of Satan upon both man and beast.” GC 515.1 

“At the command of Jesus the evil spirits departed from their victims, leaving them calmly sitting at the Saviour's feet, 
subdued, intelligent, and gentle. But the demons were permitted to sweep a herd of swine into the sea; and to the 
dwellers of Gadara the loss of these outweighed the blessings which Christ had bestowed, and the divine Healer was 
entreated to depart. This was the result which Satan designed to secure. By casting the blame of their loss upon Jesus, 
he aroused the selfish fears of the people and prevented them from listening to His words. Satan is constantly accusing 
Christians as the cause of loss, misfortune, and suffering, instead of allowing the reproach to fall where it belongs—upon 
himself and his agents.” GC 514.3

“For their sake He permitted Lazarus to die. Had He restored him from illness to health, the miracle that is the most 
positive evidence of His divine character, would not have been performed. DA 528.1

“Had Christ been in the sickroom, Lazarus would not have died; for Satan would have had no power over him. Death 
could not have aimed his dart at Lazarus in the presence of the Life-giver. Therefore Christ remained away. He suffered 
the enemy to exercise his power, that He might drive him back, a conquered foe.” DA 528.2

“Thus the archfiend clothes with his own attributes the Creator and Benefactor of mankind. Cruelty is satanic. God is love; 
and all that He created was pure, holy, and lovely, until sin was brought in by the first great rebel. Satan himself is the 
enemy who tempts man to sin, and then destroys him if he can; and when he has made sure of his victim, then he exults 
in the ruin he has wrought. If permitted, he would sweep the entire race into his net. Were it not for the interposition of 
divine power, not one son or daughter of Adam would escape.” GC 534.2

“He [Satan] declares that the Lord cannot in justice forgive their sins and yet destroy him and his angels. He claims them 
as his prey and demands that they be given into his hands to destroy.” GC 618.2

"Not until the providences of God are seen in the light of eternity shall we understand what we owe to the care and 
interposition of His angels. Celestial beings have taken an active part in the affairs of men. They have appeared in 
garments that shone as the lightning; they have come as men, in the garb of wayfarers. They have accepted the 
hospitalities of human homes; they have acted as guides to benighted travelers. They have thwarted the spoiler's 
purpose and turned aside the stroke of the destroyer.” Ed 304.4

“The angels never leave the tempted ones a prey to the enemy, who would destroy the souls of men if permitted to do so. 
As long as there is hope, until they resist the Holy Spirit to their eternal ruin, men are guarded by heavenly intelligences.” 
ST June 6, 1895, par. 6

“Jesus Christ is the Restorer, Satan, the apostate, is the destroyer. Here is the conflict between the Prince of life and the 
prince of this world, the power of darkness.” CTr 247:2
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“Christ, as our Mediator, at the right hand of the Father, ever keeps us in view, for it is as necessary that He should keep 
us by His intercessions as that He should redeem us with His blood. If He lets go His hold of us for one moment, Satan 
stands ready to destroy.” 15 MR 104.1

“Satan was permitted to cut short the earthly life of God's messenger; but that life which ‘is hid with Christ in God,’ the 
destroyer could not reach.” DA 224.3

“Their unbelief bred malice. Satan controlled them, and in wrath they cried out against the Saviour. They had turned from 
Him whose mission it was to heal and restore; now they manifested the attributes of the destroyer.” DA 239.4

“Satan uses against them his masterly accusing power, pointing to their imperfections as evidence of their weakness. He 
points scornfully at the mistakes of those who claim to be doing God's service. They have been deceived by him, and he 
asks permission to destroy them.” PUR December 8, 1904, par. 6

“As Joshua humbly pleads for the fulfillment of God's promises, Satan stands up boldly to resist him. He points to the 
transgressions of Israel as a reason why that people should not be restored to the favor of God. He claims them as his 
prey and demands that they be given into his hands to be destroyed.” 5T 468.1

“The people of Israel were at this time loyal to God; and so long as they continued in obedience to His law, no power in 
earth or hell could prevail against them. But the curse which Balaam had not been permitted to pronounce against God's 
people, he finally succeeded in bringing upon them by seducing them into sin. When they transgressed God's 
commandments, then they separated themselves from Him, and they were left to feel the power of the destroyer.” GC 
529.3

“Satan is well aware that the weakest soul who abides in Christ is more than a match for the hosts of darkness, and that, 
should he reveal himself openly, he would be met and resisted. Therefore he seeks to draw away the soldiers of the cross 
from their strong fortification, while he lies in ambush with his forces, ready to destroy all who venture upon his ground. 
Only in humble reliance upon God, and obedience to all His commandments, can we be secure.” GC 530.1

“From the days of Adam to our own time, our great enemy has been exercising his power to oppress and destroy.” GC 
510.2

“Satan is working to the utmost to make himself as God and to destroy all who oppose his power.” 6T 14.3

“The wrath of Satan increases as his time grows short, and his work of deceit and destruction will reach its culmination in 
the time of trouble.” GC 623.3

“Satan urges before God his accusations against them, declaring that they have by their sins forfeited the divine 
protection, and claiming the right to destroy them as transgressors.” 5T 473.1

“Christ is our High Priest. Satan stands before Him night and day as an accuser of the brethren. With his masterly power 
he presents every objectionable feature of character as sufficient reason for the withdrawal of Christ's protecting power, 
thus allowing Satan to discourage and destroy those whom he has caused to sin.” 4BC 1178.3

“The tempter can never compel us to do evil. He cannot control minds unless they are yielded to his control. The will must 
consent, faith must let go its hold upon Christ, before Satan can exercise his power upon us. But every sinful desire we 
cherish affords him a foothold. Every point in which we fail of meeting the divine standard is an open door by which he 
can enter to tempt and destroy us. And every failure or defeat on our part gives occasion for him to reproach Christ.” DA 
125.2

“If the Lord did not continue His guardian care over us by day and night, Satan would exercise his power against us, and 
we should be consumed. The Lord has appointed His angels to shield His people, that the wicked one may not destroy 
us.” ST January 6, 1890, par. 7

“It is no part of Christ's mission to compel men to receive Him. It is Satan, and men actuated by his spirit, that seek to 
compel the conscience. Under a pretense of zeal for righteousness, men who are confederate with evil angels bring 
suffering upon their fellow men, in order to convert them to their ideas of religion; but Christ is ever showing mercy, ever 
seeking to win by the revealing of His love. He can admit no rival in the soul, nor accept of partial service; but He desires 
only voluntary service, the willing surrender of the heart under the constraint of love. There can be no more conclusive 
evidence that we possess the spirit of Satan than the disposition to hurt and destroy those who do not appreciate our 
work, or who act contrary to our ideas.” DA 487.3

Isaiah 54:16 Behold, I have created the smith that bloweth the coals in the fire, and that bringeth forth an 
instrument for his work; and I have created the waster [destroyer] to destroy. 

John 10:10 The thief cometh not, but for to steal, and to kill, and to destroy: I am come that they might have 
life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 
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1 Peter 5:8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking 
whom he may devour: 

Hebrews 2:14 Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also Himself likewise took 
part of the same; that through death He might destroy him that had the power of death, that is, the devil; 

“The author of sin is the devil; and whenever we sin, we place ourselves decidedly on the devil’s ground and under his 
power.” 4LtMs, Lt 14, 1885, par. 5

1 John 3:8 He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning. For this purpose the 
Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 

“Satan represents God's law of love as a law of selfishness. He declares that it is impossible for us to obey its precepts. 
The fall of our first parents, with all the woe that has resulted, he charges upon the Creator, leading men to look upon 
God as the author of sin, and suffering, and death. Jesus was to unveil this deception.” DA 24.2 

“In Isaiah's day the spiritual understanding of mankind was dark through misapprehension of God. Long had Satan 
sought to lead men to look upon their Creator as the author of sin and suffering and death. Those whom he had thus 
deceived, imagined that God was hard and exacting. They regarded Him as watching to denounce and condemn, 
unwilling to receive the sinner so long as there was a legal excuse for not helping him. The law of love by which heaven is 
ruled had been misrepresented by the archdeceiver as a restriction upon men's happiness, a burdensome yoke from 
which they should be glad to escape. He declared that its precepts could not be obeyed and that the penalties of 
transgression were bestowed arbitrarily.” PK 311.1

“The spirit of restraint is being removed from the transgressors in the earth. The deceptive powers are at work to take the 
world captive. Men do not recognize the influence of [the] author of sin and rebellion. We know that the end is near. Soon 
the world in her iniquity will pass beyond God’s mercy.” 18LtMs, Lt 267, 1903, par. 4

“A single angel destroyed all the first-born of the Egyptians, and filled the land with mourning. When David offended 
against God by numbering the people, one angel caused that terrible destruction by which his sin was punished. The 
same destructive power exercised by holy angels when God commands, will be exercised by evil angels when He 
permits. There are forces now ready, and only waiting the divine permission, to spread desolation everywhere.” GC88 
614.2

“Heaven marked the insult and mockery that He received, and knew that it was at Satan's instigation. They marked the 
work of counter-agencies going forward; Satan constantly pressing darkness, sorrow, and suffering upon the race, and 
Christ counteracting it.” PP 69.3

“There is an unerring register kept of all sins committed. All man's impiety, all his disobedience to Heaven's commands, 
are written in the books of heaven with unerring accuracy. The figures of guilt rapidly accumulate, yet the judgments of 
God are tempered with mercy, until the figures have reached their appointed limit. God bears long with the transgression 
of human beings, and continues through His appointed agencies to present the gospel message, until the set time has 
come. God bears with divine patience with the perversity of the wicked; but He declares that He will visit their 
transgressions with a rod. He will at last permit the destructive agencies of Satan to bear sway to destroy.” (Manuscript 
17, 1906) 4BC 1171.6

“The Jewish nation who rejected Christ committed the unpardonable sin, but by taking the same course that they took in 
refusing the invitation of mercy, we may commit the same error. You offer insult to the Prince of life, and put him to an 
open shame before the synagogue of Satan. ‘We are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men.” You 
should not delay one day. The peril is too great. You may lose your life. Satan is watching every opportunity in order that 
he may destroy both soul and body; but Jesus is ready to pardon all your sins, and to make you a child of God, an heir of 
heaven.’” YI August 8, 1895, par. 3

“It is the work of Satan to destroy, and the world is his agent to work along these lines.” RH February 26, 1895, par. 3

“How could they come from that meeting where the power of God was revealed in so marked a manner, and proclaim that 
the loud cry was that the commandment-keeping people were Babylon. Satan was saying that same thing to Christ when 
Joshua stood before the angel. Satan was declaring his sins to be so great that he should not be restrained from 
destroying him. The words of Christ are applicable to these brethren, and to all who advance similar sentiments. “The 
Lord rebuke thee, O Satan; even the Lord that hath chosen Jerusalem rebuke thee: is not this a brand plucked out of the 
fire?” RH November 8, 1956, par. 10  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Chapter 15 
The Wicked Destroy Themselves 

“God destroys no man. Everyone who is destroyed will have destroyed himself.” COL 84.4

“‘Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.’ Galatians 6:7 God destroys no man. Every man who is destroyed 
will destroy himself. When a man stifles the admonitions of conscience, he sows the seeds of unbelief, and these produce 
a sure harvest.” Ms 56, 1898, par. 52

Hosea 13:9  O Israel, thou hast destroyed thyself; but in me is thine help.  

Galatians 6:7 Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap. 

Proverbs 26:2 As the bird by wandering, as the swallow by flying, so the curse causeless shall not come. 

Proverbs 1:23 Turn you at my reproof: behold, I will pour out my spirit unto you, I will make known my words 
unto you. 24) Because I have called, and ye refused; I have stretched out my hand, and no man regarded; 
25) But ye have set at nought all my counsel, and would none of my reproof: 26) I also will laugh at your 
calamity; I will mock when your fear cometh; 27) When your fear cometh as desolation, and your destruction 
cometh as a whirlwind; when distress and anguish cometh upon you. 28) Then shall they call upon me, but I 
will not answer; they shall seek me early, but they shall not find me: 29) For that they hated knowledge, and 
did not choose the fear of the LORD: 30) They would none of my counsel: they despised all my reproof. 31) 
Therefore shall they eat of the fruit of their own way, and be filled with their own devices. 32) For the turning 
away of the simple shall slay them, and the prosperity of fools shall destroy them. 33) But whoso hearkeneth 
unto me shall dwell safely, and shall be quiet from fear of evil. 

Proverbs 5:22 His own iniquities shall take the wicked himself, and he shall be holden with the cords of his 
sins. 

Psalm 9:15 The heathen are sunk down in the pit that they made: in the net which they hid is their own foot 
taken. 16) The LORD is known by the judgment which se executeth: the wicked is snared in the work of his 
own hands.  

Psalm 34:21 Evil shall slay the wicked: and they that hate the righteous shall be desolate.  

“‘The Lord hath a controversy with the nations;’ ‘He will give them that are wicked to the sword.’… ‘And this shall be the 
plague wherewith the Lord will smite all the people that have fought against Jerusalem; Their flesh shall consume away 
while they stand upon their feet, and their eyes shall consume away in their holes, and their tongue shall consume away 
in their mouth. And it shall come to pass in that day, that a great tumult from the Lord shall be among them; and they shall 
lay hold everyone on the hand of his neighbor, and his hand shall rise up against the hand of his neighbor.’ Zechariah 
14:12, … ‘And the slain of the Lord shall be at that day from one end of the earth even unto the other end of the earth: 
they shall not be lamented, neither gathered, nor buried.’” Jeremiah 25:33 GC 656.1-3

“The swords which were to slay God's people are now employed to destroy their enemies. Everywhere there is strife and 
bloodshed.” GC 655.4

“This case is placed on record for our benefit. Just what took place in Pharaoh's heart will take place in every soul that 
neglects to cherish the light and walk promptly in its rays. God destroys no one. The sinner destroys himself by his own 
impenitence. When a person once neglects to heed the invitations, reproofs, and warnings of the Spirit of God, his 
conscience becomes seared, and the next time he is admonished, it will be more difficult to yield obedience than before. 
And thus with every repetition. Conscience is the voice of God, heard amid the conflict of human passions; when it is 
resisted, the Spirit of God is grieved.” 5T 120.1

“We are to observe carefully every lesson Christ has given throughout His life and teaching. He does not destroy; He 
improves whatever He touches.”—Letter 135, 1897. 1SM 118.1
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“This calamity the Jews had brought upon themselves. If they had been walking in faithfulness and humility before God, 
He would in a signal manner have made the wrath of the king harmless to them. But they had separated themselves from 
God by their sins, and had rejected the Holy Spirit, which was their only shield. … Through their misrepresentation of 
Christ's mission, Satan had purposed to compass the destruction of the Saviour; but instead of this, it returned upon their 
own heads.” DA 65.5

“God did not forsake them, or suffer His faithfulness to fail; but they departed from Him, and separated themselves from 
His love. As they refused to comply with the conditions, His promises were not fulfilled to them.” GC 315.4

“His warnings, failing to arouse them to repentance, would seal their doom, and He wished them to see that they had 
brought ruin on themselves. He designed to show them the justice of God in the withdrawal of their national privileges, 
which had already begun, and which would end, not only in the destruction of their temple and their city, but in the 
dispersion of the nation.” DA 597.3

“You would none of my counsel, you despised all my reproof. If you are destroyed, you yourselves will be responsible. I 
have offered you help because I loved you, but you would not come unto me, that you might have life.” RH December 13, 
1898, Par 7

“Every seed sown produces a harvest of its kind. So it is in human life. We all need to sow the seeds of compassion, 
sympathy, and love; for we shall reap what we sow. Every characteristic of selfishness, self-love, self-esteem, every act of 
self-indulgence, will bring forth a like harvest. He who lives for self is sowing to the flesh, and of the flesh he will reap 
corruption.” COL 84.3

“The Lord had through Moses set before His people the result of unfaithfulness. By refusing to keep His covenant, they 
would cut themselves off from the life of God, and His blessing could not come upon them.” COL 291.1

“The law of self-serving is the law of self-destruction.” DA 624.1

“Christ is ready to set us free from sin, but He does not force the will; and if by persistent transgression the will itself is 
wholly bent on evil, and we do not desire to be set free, if we will not accept His grace, what more can He do? We have 
destroyed ourselves by our determined rejection of His love.” SC 34.2

“The truth, which should have been to them a savor of life unto life, became a savor of death unto death. Open sinners 
who loathed themselves could receive baptism at the hand of John; but these men were hypocrites. Their own hearts 
were the obstacle to their receiving the truth. They resisted the conviction of the Spirit of God; they refused obedience to 
the commandments of God.” RH February 20, 1900, par. 5

“This is not an act of arbitrary power on the part of God. The rejecters of His mercy reap that which they have sown. God 
is the fountain of life; and when one chooses the service of sin, he separates from God, and thus cuts himself off from life. 
He is ‘alienated from the life of God.’ Christ says, ‘All they that hate Me love death.’ Ephesians 4:18; Proverbs 8:36 God 
gives them existence for a time that they may develop their character and reveal their principles. This accomplished, they 
receive the results of their own choice. By a life of rebellion, Satan and all who unite with him place themselves so out of 
harmony with God that His very presence is to them a consuming fire. The glory of Him who is love will destroy them.” DA 
764.1

“What Pharaoh has done, will be done again and again by men until the close of probation. God destroys no man; but 
when a man stifles conviction, when he turns from evidence, he is sowing unbelief, and will reap as he has sown. As it 
was with Pharaoh, so it will be with him; when clearer light shines upon the truth, he will meet it with increased resistance, 
and the work of hardening the heart will go on with each rejection of the increasing light of heaven. In simplicity and truth 
we would speak to the impenitent in regard to the way in which men destroy their own souls. You are not to say that God 
is to blame, that He has made a decree against you. No, He is not willing that any should perish, but that all should come 
to the knowledge of the truth, and to the haven of eternal bliss. No soul is ever finally deserted of God, given up to his 
own ways, so long as there is any hope of his salvation. God follows men with appeals and warnings and assurances of 
compassion, until further opportunities and privileges would be wholly in vain. The responsibility rests upon the sinner. By 
resisting the Spirit of God today, he prepares the way for a second resistance of light when it comes with mightier power; 
and thus he will pass from one stage of indifference to another, until, at last, the light will fail to impress him, and he will 
cease to respond in any measure to the Spirit of God.” RH February 17, 1891, par. 2  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Chapter 16 
God Consumes Sin 

Malachi 3:2 But who may abide the day of His coming? and who shall stand when He appeareth? for He is 
like a refiner’s fire, and like fullers’ soap: 3) And He shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and He shall 
purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that they may offer unto the LORD an offering in 
righteousness.  

“God is the fountain of life, and we can have life only as we are in communion with Him. Separated from God, existence 
may be ours for a little time, but we do not possess life.... Only through the surrender of our will to God is it possible for 
Him to impart life to us. Only by receiving His life through self-surrender is it possible, said Jesus, for these hidden sins ... 
to be overcome. It is possible that you may bury them in your hearts and conceal them from human eyes, but how will 
you stand in God's presence? ... To sin, wherever found, God is a consuming fire…." RC 377.4

“The conflict we shall, of necessity, understand is often terrible, but bear in mind a symbol God has given of the burning 
bush. God was a consuming fire in that insignificant bush. Moses could look upon an unseen God in representation. God 
is a consuming fire in the bush, and [yet] the bush is not consumed. Moses hears the voice speaking to him; he knows it 
is God because the bush is not consumed. Thus it is with all who believe in Him. His power worketh as a refining fire to 
consume the dross but the human agent is not consumed. Hereby we do know that we have known Him, if we keep His 
commandments.” 13LtMs, Ms 200, 1898, par. 15

“Like Israel of old the wicked destroy themselves; they fall by their iniquity. By a life of sin, they have placed themselves 
so out of harmony with God, their natures have become so debased with evil, that the manifestation of His glory is to 
them a consuming fire.” GC 37.1

“A life of rebellion against God has unfitted them for heaven. Its purity, holiness, and peace would be torture to them; the 
glory of God would be a consuming fire. They would long to flee from that holy place. They would welcome destruction, 
that they might be hidden from the face of Him who died to redeem them. The destiny of the wicked is fixed by their own 
choice. Their exclusion from heaven is voluntary with themselves, and just and merciful on the part of God.” GC 542.2

“Only through the surrender of our will to God is it possible for Him to impart life to us. Only by receiving His life through 
self-surrender is it possible, said Jesus, for these hidden sins, which I have pointed out, to be overcome.... If you cling to 
self, refusing to yield your will to God, you are choosing death. To sin, wherever found, God is a consuming fire. If you 
choose sin, and refuse to separate from it, the presence of God, which consumes sin, must consume you.” MB 61
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Chapter 17 
The Nature of Sin 

“It is Satan’s constant effort to misrepresent the character of God, the nature of sin, and the real issues at stake in the 
great controversy. His sophistry lessens the obligation of the divine law, and gives men license to sin. At the same time he 
causes them to cherish false conceptions of God, so that they regard Him with fear and hate, rather than with love. The 
cruelty inherent in his own character is attributed to the Creator; it is embodied in systems of religion, and expressed in 
modes of worship. Thus the minds of men are blinded, and Satan secures them as his agents to war against God. By 
perverted conceptions of the divine attributes, heathen nations were led to believe human sacrifices necessary to secure 
the favor of Deity; and horrible cruelties have been perpetrated under the various forms of idolatry.” GC 569.1

“The people of God should awaken to a keen perception of the grievous character of transgression. Sin is disguised, and 
many are deceived in regard to its nature. Satan has planned it thus, that the understanding may be clouded, the spiritual 
vision obscured, the perceptive faculties of the soul blunted. But God would not have one of us to be ensnared, therefore 
the nature of sin is faithfully portrayed in the inspired pages,--its offensive character before God, its corruption, its shame, 
and its results. Everything has been done that God could do to save man from the power of sin, which defaces the divine 
image, frustrates God's purpose in man's existence, degrades his God-given powers, narrows his capacity, leads to 
unholy imaginations, and gives loose rein to unsanctified passions. Sin! how hateful in the sight of God! Holy angels look 
upon it with abhorrence.” RH, June 3, 1880 par. 9  

“To fallen man was revealed the plan of infinite sacrifice through which salvation was to be provided. Nothing but the 
death of God's dear Son could expiate man's sin, and Adam marvelled at the goodness of God in providing such a 
ransom for the sinner. Through the love of God, a star of hope illumined the terrible future that spreads before the 
transgressor. Through the institution of the typical system of sacrifice, the death of Christ was ever to be kept before guilty 
man, that he might better comprehend the nature of sin, the results of transgression, and the merit of the divine offering. 
Had there been no sin, man would never have known death. But in the innocent victim slain by his own hand, he beheld 
the fruits of sin,--the death of the Son of God in his behalf. He sees the immutable character of the law he has 
transgressed, and confessing his sin, relies upon the merits of the ‘Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the world.’" 
BEcho, July 15, 1893 par. 6 

Romans 6:23 For the wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Romans 6:16 Know ye not, that to whom ye yield yourselves servants to obey, his servants ye are to whom ye 
obey; whether of sin unto death, or of obedience unto righteousness? 

Romans 6:21 What fruit had ye then in those things whereof ye are now ashamed? for the end of those things 
is death. 

James 1:13 Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth He any man: 14) But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and 
enticed. 15) Then when lust hath conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth 
death. 16 Do not err, my beloved brethren. 17) Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and 
cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no variableness, neither shadow of turning. 

“It is sin, not trial and suffering, which separates God from His people and renders the soul incapable of enjoying and 
glorifying Him. It is sin that is destroying souls.”  2T 390.2

“The sacrificial offerings were ordained by God to be to man a perpetual reminder and a penitential acknowledgment of 
his sin and a confession of his faith in the promised Redeemer. They were intended to impress upon the fallen race the 
solemn truth that it was sin that caused death.”  PP 68.1

“But it was not the spear thrust, it was not the pain of the cross, that caused the death of Jesus. That cry, uttered ‘with a 
loud voice’ (Matthew 27:50; Luke 23:46), at the moment of death, the stream of blood and water that flowed from His 
side, declared that He died of a broken heart. His heart was broken by mental anguish. He was slain by the sin of the 
world.” DA 772.2
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“Keep before the people the cross of Calvary. Show what caused the death of Christ—the transgression of the law. Let 
not sin be cloaked or treated as a matter of little consequence. It is to be presented as guilt against the Son of God. Then 
point the people to Christ, telling them that immortality comes only through receiving Him as their personal Saviour.” 6T 
54.1

“The power that inflicted retributive justice upon man's substitute and surety, was the power that sustained and upheld the 
suffering One under the tremendous weight of wrath that would have fallen upon a sinful world. Christ was suffering the 
death that was pronounced upon the transgressors of God's law.” 5BC 1103.2

“A great price has been paid for the redemption of man, and none who are untruthful, impure, or unrighteousness can 
enter the kingdom of heaven. If men do not make Christ their personal Savior, and become true and pure and holy, there 
is only one course for the Lord to pursue. He must destroy the sinner, for evil natures cannot inherit the kingdom of God. 
Thus it is that sin, if not destroyed, will destroy the sinner, just as Satan designed it should.” 16 MR 273.3

“What a picture here of the sinner's state! Although surrounded with the blessings of His love, there is nothing that the 
sinner, bent on self-indulgence and sinful pleasure, desires so much as separation from God. Like the ungrateful son, he 
claims the good things of God as his by right. He takes them as a matter of course, and makes no return of gratitude, 
renders no service of love. As Cain went out from the presence of the Lord to seek his home; as the prodigal wandered 
into the ‘far country,’ so do sinners seek happiness in forgetfulness of God.” Romans 1:28 COL 200.2

“When the voice of God awakes the dead, he will come from the grave with the same appetites and passions, the same 
likes and dislikes, that he cherished when living. God works no miracle to re-create a man who would not be re-created 
when he was granted every opportunity and provided with every facility. During his lifetime he took no delight in God, nor 
found pleasure in His service. His character is not in harmony with God, and he could not be happy in the heavenly 
family.” COL 270.1

“Time is very short, and all that is to be done must be done quickly. The angels are holding the four winds, and Satan is 
taking advantage of everyone who is not fully established in the truth. Every soul is to be tested. Every defect in the 
character, unless it is overcome by the help of God's Spirit, will become a sure means of destruction. I feel as never 
before the necessity for our people to be energized by the spirit of the truth, for Satan's devices will ensnare every soul 
who has not made God his strength. The Lord has much work to be done; and if we do what He has appointed for us to 
do, He will work with our efforts.” 5T 573.1

“The testimony borne to you by the Spirit of God is: Parley not with the enemy. Kill the thorns, or they will kill you. Break 
up the fallow ground of the heart. Let the work go deep and thorough. Let the plowshare of truth tear out the weeds and 
briers.” 5T 53.4

“It is no arbitrary decree on the part of God that excludes the wicked from heaven: they are shut out by their own 
unfitness for its companionship. The glory of God would be to them a consuming fire. They would welcome destruction, 
that they might be hidden from the face of Him who died to redeem them.” SC p.18 

“Then shall they that obey not the gospel be consumed with the spirit of His mouth and be destroyed with the brightness 
of His coming. 2 Thessalonians 2:8 Like Israel of old the wicked destroy themselves; they fall by their iniquity. By a life of 
sin, they have placed themselves so out of harmony with God, their natures have become so debased with evil, that the 
manifestation of His glory is to them a consuming fire.” GC 37.1  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Chapter 18 
Our God is a Consuming Fire 

Deuteronomy 4:24 For the LORD thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous God. 

Hebrews 12:29 For our God is a consuming fire. 

Deuteronomy 9:3 Understand therefore this day, that the LORD thy God is He which goeth over before 
thee; as a consuming fire He shall destroy them, and He shall bring them down before thy face: so shalt thou 
drive them out, and destroy them quickly, as the LORD hath said unto thee. 

Jeremiah 23:29 Is not my word like as a fire? saith the LORD; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in 
pieces? 

Jeremiah 5:14 Wherefore thus saith the LORD God of hosts, Because ye speak this word, behold, I will make 
my words in thy mouth fire, and this people wood, and it shall devour them. 

Isaiah 33:14 The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who among us shall 
dwell with the devouring fire? who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings? 15) He that walketh 
righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of oppressions, that shaketh his hands from 
holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil;  

“‘Take heed unto yourselves, lest ye forget the covenant of the Lord our God…. For the Lord thy God is a consuming fire, 
even a jealous God.’ If they should do evil in the sight of the Lord, then, said Moses, ‘Ye shall soon utterly perish from off 
the land whereunto ye go over Jordan to possess it.’” EP 329.5

“The prophet Isaiah had declared that the Lord would cleanse His people from their iniquities ‘by the spirit of judgment, 
and by the spirit of burning.’ The word of the Lord to Israel was, 'I will turn My hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy 
dross, and take away all thy tin.’ Isaiah 4:4; 1:25 To sin, wherever found, ‘our God is a consuming fire.’ Hebrews 12:29 In 
all who submit to His power the Spirit of God will consume sin. But if men cling to sin, they become identified with it. Then 
the glory of God, which destroys sin, must destroy them. Jacob, after his night of wrestling with the Angel, exclaimed, ‘I 
have seen God face to face, and my life is preserved.’ Genesis 32:30 Jacob had been guilty of a great sin in his conduct 
toward Esau; but he had repented. His transgression had been forgiven, and his sin purged; therefore he could endure 
the revelation of God's presence. But wherever men came before God while willfully cherishing evil, they were destroyed. 
At the second advent of Christ the wicked shall be consumed ‘with the Spirit of His mouth,’ and destroyed ‘with the 
brightness of His coming.’ 2 Thessalonians 2:8 The light of the glory of God, which imparts life to the righteous, will slay 
the wicked.” DA 107.4

“The conflict we shall, of necessity, understand is often terrible, but bear in mind a symbol God has given of the burning 
bush. God was a consuming fire in that insignificant bush. Moses could look upon an unseen God in representation. God 
is a consuming fire in the bush, and [yet] the bush is not consumed. Moses hears the voice speaking to him; he knows it 
is God because the bush is not consumed. Thus it is with all who believe in Him. His power worketh as a refining fire to 
consume the dross but the human agent is not consumed. Hereby we do know that we have known Him, if we keep His 
commandments.” 13LtMs, Ms 200, 1898, par. 15

“Then the end will come. God will vindicate His law and deliver His people. Satan and all who have joined him in rebellion 
will be cut off. Sin and sinners will perish, root and branch, (Malachi 4:1),—Satan the root, and his followers the branches. 
The word will be fulfilled to the prince of evil, ‘Because thou hast set thine heart as the heart of God; ... I will destroy thee, 
O covering cherub, from the midst of the stones of fire.... Thou shalt be a terror, and never shalt thou be any more.’ Then 
‘the wicked shall not be: yea, thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not be;’ ‘they shall be as though they had 
not been.’” Ezekiel 28:6-19; Psalm 37:10; Obadiah 1:16
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“This is not an act of arbitrary power on the part of God. The rejecters of His mercy reap that which they have sown. God 
is the fountain of life; and when one chooses the service of sin, he separates from God, and thus cuts himself off from life. 
He is ‘alienated from the life of God.’ Christ says, ‘All they that hate Me love death.’ Ephesians 4:18; Proverbs 8:36 God 
gives them existence for a time that they may develop their character and reveal their principles. This accomplished, they 
receive the results of their own choice. By a life of rebellion, Satan and all who unite with him place themselves so out of 
harmony with God that His very presence is to them a consuming fire. The glory of Him who is love will destroy them.

“At the beginning of the great controversy, the angels did not understand this. Had Satan and his host then been left to 
reap the full result of their sin, they would have perished; but it would not have been apparent to heavenly beings that this 
was the inevitable result of sin. A doubt of God's goodness would have remained in their minds as evil seed, to produce 
its deadly fruit of sin and woe.

“But not so when the great controversy shall be ended. Then, the plan of redemption having been completed, the 
character of God is revealed to all created intelligences. The precepts of His law are seen to be perfect and immutable. 
Then sin has made manifest its nature, Satan his character. Then the extermination of sin will vindicate God's love and 
establish His honor before a universe of beings who delight to do His will, and in whose heart is His law.” DA 763.2 - 
764.3

“Could those whose lives have been spent in rebellion against God be suddenly transported to heaven and witness the 
high, the holy state of perfection that ever exists there,—every soul filled with love, every countenance beaming with joy, 
enrapturing music in melodious strains rising in honor of God and the Lamb, and ceaseless streams of light flowing upon 
the redeemed from the face of Him who sitteth upon the throne,—could those whose hearts are filled with hatred of God, 
of truth and holiness, mingle with the heavenly throng and join their songs of praise? Could they endure the glory of God 
and the Lamb? No, no; years of probation were granted them, that they might form characters for heaven; but they have 
never trained the mind to love purity; they have never learned the language of heaven, and now it is too late. A life of 
rebellion against God has unfitted them for heaven. Its purity, holiness, and peace would be torture to them; the glory of 
God would be a consuming fire. They would long to flee from that holy place. They would welcome destruction, that they 
might be hidden from the face of Him who died to redeem them. The destiny of the wicked is fixed by their own choice. 
Their exclusion from heaven is voluntary with themselves, and just and merciful on the part of God.” GC 542.2

“In his sinless state, man held joyful communion with Him ‘in whom are hid all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.’ 
Colossians 2:3 But after his sin, he could no longer find joy in holiness, and he sought to hide from the presence of God. 
Such is still the condition of the unrenewed heart. It is not in harmony with God, and finds no joy in communion with Him. 
The sinner could not be happy in God's presence; he would shrink from the companionship of holy beings. Could he be 
permitted to enter heaven, it would have no joy for him. The spirit of unselfish love that reigns there—every heart 
responding to the heart of Infinite Love—would touch no answering chord in his soul. His thoughts, his interests, his 
motives, would be alien to those that actuate the sinless dwellers there. He would be a discordant note in the melody of 
heaven. Heaven would be to him a place of torture; he would long to be hidden from Him who is its light, and the center of 
its joy. It is no arbitrary decree on the part of God that excludes the wicked from heaven; they are shut out by their own 
unfitness for its companionship. The glory of God would be to them a consuming fire. They would welcome destruction, 
that they might be hidden from the face of Him who died to redeem them.” SC 17.2

“God is the fountain of life, and we can have life only as we are in communion with Him. Separated from God, existence 
may be ours for a little time, but we do not possess life. ‘She that liveth in pleasure is dead while she liveth.’ 1 Timothy 
5:6. Only through the surrender of our will to God is it possible for Him to impart life to us. Only by receiving His life 
through self-surrender is it possible, said Jesus, for these hidden sins, which I have pointed out, to be overcome. It is 
possible that you may bury them in your hearts and conceal them from human eyes, but how will you stand in God's 
presence?

“If you cling to self, refusing to yield your will to God, you are choosing death. To sin, wherever found, God is a consuming 
fire. If you choose sin, and refuse to separate from it, the presence of God, which consumes sin, must consume you.” MB 
61.2, 62.1

“The Lord is willing to help us, to strengthen and bless us; but we must pass through the refining process until all the 
impurities in our character are burned away. Every member of the church will be subjected to the furnace, not to 
consume, but to purify.” 5T 485.2

“I saw that the enemy will contend either for the usefulness or the life of the godly, and will try to mar their peace as long 
as they live in this world. But his power is limited. He may cause the furnace to be heated, but Jesus and angels will 
watch the trusting Christian, that nothing may be consumed but the dross. The fire kindled by Satan can have no power 
to destroy or hurt the true metal.” 1T 309.1
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“I saw that God is purifying and proving His people. He will refine them as gold, until the dross is consumed and His 
image is reflected in them…. For the darkness will soon pass away, and the true light shine forever. I was pointed to 
Isaiah 58:1-15; Jeremiah 14:10-12, as a description of the present state of our nation. The people of this nation have 
forsaken and forgotten God. They have chosen other Gods and followed their own corrupt ways until God has turned 
from them. The inhabitants of the earth have trampled upon the law of God and broken His everlasting covenant.” 1T 
355.2

“Their affliction is great, the flames of the furnace seem about to consume them; but the Refiner will bring them forth as 
gold tried in the fire. God's love for his children during the period of their severest trial is as strong and tender as in the 
days of their sunniest prosperity; but it is needful for them to be placed in the furnace fire; their earthliness must be 
consumed that the image of Christ may be perfectly reflected.” GC88 621.1

“The prophet Isaiah had declared that the Lord would cleanse His people from their iniquities ‘by the spirit of judgment, 
and by the spirit of burning.’ The word of the Lord to Israel was, ‘I will turn My hand upon thee, and purely purge away thy 
dross, and take away all thy tin.’” DA 107.4

“In the time of John the Baptist, Christ was about to appear as the revealer of the character of God. His very presence 
would make manifest to men their sin. Only as they were willing to be purged from sin could they enter into fellowship 
with Him. Only the pure in heart could abide in His presence.” DA 108.1

“The world see the very class whom they have mocked and derided, and desired to exterminate, pass unharmed through 
pestilence, tempest, and earthquake. He who is to the transgressors of His law a devouring fire, is to His people a safe 
pavilion.” GC 654.3

“ You must have an experience for yourselves, which shall be founded in God. Then can you stand amid the perils of the 
last days and be purified and not consumed by the fire of affliction through which all the saints must pass in order to have 
the impurities removed from their character preparatory to receiving the finishing touch of immortality.” 2T 118.3

“At this time, when wickedness is at its height, ministers of the gospel are crying, ‘Peace and safety.’ Upon the minds of 
those who are thus set at rest, ‘sudden destruction cometh.' 1 Thessalonians 5:3 Unprepared, they shall not escape. 
Christ will not come with a still, small voice when He comes to bring hope and peace and joy to those who have proved 
faithful. In the day of His coming, the last great trumpet is heard, and there is a terrible shaking of earth and heaven. The 
whole earth, from the loftiest mountains to the deepest mines, will hear. Everything will be penetrated by fire. The tainted 
atmosphere will be cleansed by fire. The fire having fulfilled its mission, the dead that have been laid away in the grave 
will come forth—some to the resurrection of life, to be caught up to meet their Lord in the air; and some to behold the 
coming of Him whom they have despised, and whom they now recognize as the judge of all the earth.” 18LtMs, Ms 159, 
1903, par. 17  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Chapter 19 
Guilt and Shame are the Consuming Fire 

Isaiah 64:6 But we are all as an unclean thing, and all our righteousnesses are as filthy rags; and we all do 
fade as a leaf; and our iniquities, like the wind, have taken us away. 7) And there is none that calleth upon 
thy name, that stirreth up himself to take hold of thee: for thou hast hid thy face from us, and hast 
consumed us, because of our iniquities. 

“We should not try to lessen our guilt by excusing sin. We must accept God's estimate of sin, and that is heavy indeed. 
Calvary alone can reveal the terrible enormity of sin. If we had to bear our own guilt, it would crush us. But the sinless 
One has taken our place; though undeserving, He has borne our iniquity. ‘If we confess our sins,’ God ‘is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.’” 1 John 1:9 MB 116 (1896).

“If thy hand cause thee to stumble,’ the Saviour said, ‘Cut it off: it is good for thee to enter into life maimed, rather than 
having thy two hands to go into hell, into the unquenchable fire. And if thy foot cause thee to stumble, cut it off: it is good 
for thee to enter into life halt, rather than having thy two feet to be cast into hell.' Mark 9:43-45, R.V If to save the body 
from death, the foot or the hand should be cut off, or even the eye plucked out, how much more earnest should the 
Christian be to put away sin, which brings death to the soul!" AA 312.2 

“He [John] had pointed to the Messiah as the One whose fan was in His hand, and who would thoroughly purge His floor, 
who would gather the wheat into His garner, and burn up the chaff [not alive] with unquenchable fire. Like the prophet 
Elijah, in whose spirit and power he had come to Israel, he looked for the Lord to reveal Himself as a God that answereth 
by fire.” DA 215.2

“The wrath of God against sin… filled the soul of His Son with consternation… Christ felt the anguish which the sinner will 
feel when mercy shall no longer plead for the guilty race. It was the sense of sin, bringing the Father’s wrath upon Him as 
man’s substitute, that made the cup He drank so bitter and broke the heart of the Son of God.” DA 753

“The light that shines upon our path, the truth that commends itself to our consciences, will condemn and destroy the 
soul, or sanctify and transform it.” 1T 307

“We read of chains of darkness for the transgressor of God's law. We read of the worm that dieth not, and of the fire that 
is not quenched. Thus is represented the experience of every one who has permitted himself to be grafted into the stock 
of Satan, who has cherished sinful attributes. When it is too late, he will see that sin is the transgression of God's law. He 
will realize that because of transgression, his soul is cut off from God, and that God's wrath abides on him. This is a fire 
unquenchable, and by it every unrepentant sinner will be destroyed. Satan strives constantly to lead men into sin, and he 
who is willing to be led, who refuses to forsake his sins, and despises forgiveness and grace, will suffer the result of his 
course.” ST April 14, 1898, par. 13

“The guilt is upon the soul that sinneth. He is accountable for all the evil arising through his influence, conscious or 
unconscious, that works disaster in the world. By his unfaithfulness he prepares himself for the second death. Unless he 
repents, confesses his wrongs, and becomes qualified through the grace of Christ for service in his cause, he is a lost 
man. It is not safe to take a single false step.” YI, Dec 21, 1893 par. 1

“As the Holy One upon the throne slowly turned the leaves of the ledger, and His eyes rested for a moment upon 
individuals, His glance seemed to burn into their very souls, and at the same moment every word and action of their lives 
passed before their minds as clearly as though traced before their vision in letters of fire. Trembling seized them, and 
their faces turned pale. Their first appearance when around the throne was that of careless indifference. But how 
changed their appearance now! The feeling of security is gone, and in its place is a nameless terror. A dread is upon 
every soul, lest he shall be found among those who are wanting. Every eye is riveted upon the face of the One upon the 
throne; and as His solemn, searching eye sweeps over that company, there is a quaking of heart; for they are self-
condemned without one word being uttered. In anguish of soul each declares his own guilt and with terrible vividness 
sees that by sinning he has thrown away the precious boon of eternal life.” 4T 385.2
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“Riches, power, genius, eloquence, pride, perverted reason, and passion are enlisted as Satan’s agents in doing his work 
in making the broad road attractive, strewing it with tempting flowers. But every word they have spoken against the 
world’s Redeemer will be reflected back upon them, and will one day burn into their guilty souls like molten lead. They will 
be overwhelmed with terror and shame as they behold the exalted One coming in the clouds of heaven with power and 
great glory. Then shall the bold defier, who lifted himself up against the Son of God, see himself in the true blackness of 
his character. The sight of the inexpressible glory of the Son of God will be intensely painful to those whose characters 
are stained with sin. The pure light and glory emanating from Christ will awaken remorse, shame, and terror. They will 
send forth wails of anguish to the rocks and mountains, ‘Fall on us, and hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on the 
throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of His wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?’” Con 
87.1

“As soon as the books of record are opened, and the eye of Jesus looks upon the wicked, they are conscious of every sin 
which they have ever committed. They see just where their feet diverged from the path of purity and holiness, just how far 
pride and rebellion have carried them in the violation of the law of God.” GC 666.2

What is the “fire” that devours the wicked?

Jeremiah 5:14 Wherefore thus saith the LORD God of hosts, Because ye speak this word, behold, I will make 
my words in thy mouth fire, and this people wood, and it shall devour them. 

Ezekiel 28:18 Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy 
traffick; therefore will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to 
ashes upon the earth in the sight of all them that behold thee. 

“Christ was ‘despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.’ By wicked hands He was taken 
and crucified. Speaking of His death, the psalmist writes: ‘The sorrows of death compassed me, and the floods of ungodly 
men made me afraid. The sorrows of hell compassed me about: the snares of death prevented me. In my distress I called 
upon the Lord, and cried unto my God: He heard my voice out of His temple, and my cry came before Him, even into His 
ears. Then the earth shook and trembled: the foundations also of the hills moved and were shaken, because He was 
wroth. There went up a smoke out of His nostrils, and fire out of His mouth devoured: coals were kindled by it. He bowed 
the heavens also, and came down: and darkness was under His feet. And He rode upon a cherub, and did fly: yea, He 
did fly upon the wings of the wind. He made darkness His secret place; His pavilion round about Him were dark waters 
and thick clouds of the skies.’" RH, July 17, 1900 par. 11

Zechariah 5:1 Then I turned, and lifted up mine eyes, and looked, and behold a flying roll. 2) And he said 
unto me, What seest thou? And I answered, I see a flying roll; the length thereof is twenty cubits, and the 
breadth thereof ten cubits. 3) Then said he unto me, This is the curse that goeth forth over the face of the 
whole earth: for every one that stealeth shall be cut off as on this side according to it; and every one that 
sweareth shall be cut off as on that side according to it. 4) I will bring it forth, saith the LORD of hosts, and 
it shall enter into the house of the thief, and into the house of him that sweareth falsely by my name: and it 
shall remain in the midst of his house, and shall consume it with the timber thereof and the stones thereof.   

“Against every evildoer God's law utters condemnation. He may disregard that voice, he may seek to drown its warning, 
but in vain. It follows him. It makes itself heard. It destroys his peace. If unheeded, it pursues him to the grave. It bears 
witness against him at the judgment. A quenchless fire, it consumes at last soul and body.” Ed 144.5

“God will not break His covenant, nor alter the thing that has gone out of His lips. His word will stand fast forever as 
unalterable as His throne. At the judgment this covenant will be brought forth, plainly written with the finger of God, and 
the world will be arraigned before the bar of Infinite Justice to receive sentence.” PK 187.1

“Lest a single statement of the precepts of Jehovah shall be evaded or forgotten, lest we should indifferently regard their 
claims, God declares that to all [who] transgress that law they are a ministration of death. 2 Corinthians 3:7 The heavenly 
council, having arraigned and convicted the law breaker, pronounces His condemnation; and there is nothing in himself to 
save him from the sentence and penalty of death. ‘The sting of death is sin, and the strength of sin is the law’.” 1 
Corinthians 15:56 10LtMs, Lt 15, 1895, par. 31
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“With searching glance, Christ takes in the scene before Him as He stands upon the steps of the temple court. With 
prophetic eye He looks into futurity, and sees not only years, but centuries and ages. He sees how priests and rulers will 
turn the needy from their right, and forbid that the gospel shall be preached to the poor. He sees how the love of God will 
be concealed from sinners, and men will make merchandise of His grace. As He beholds the scene, indignation, 
authority, and power are expressed in His countenance. The attention of the people is attracted to Him. The eyes of those 
engaged in their unholy traffic are riveted upon His face. They cannot withdraw their gaze. They feel that this Man reads 
their inmost thoughts, and discovers their hidden motives. Some attempt to conceal their faces, as if their evil deeds were 
written upon their countenances, to be scanned by those searching eyes.” DA 157.4

“The confusion is hushed. The sound of traffic and bargaining has ceased. The silence becomes painful. A sense of awe 
overpowers the assembly. It is as if they were arraigned before the tribunal of God to answer for their deeds. Looking 
upon Christ, they behold divinity flash through the garb of humanity. The Majesty of heaven stands as the Judge will 
stand at the last day,—not now encircled with the glory that will then attend Him, but with the same power to read the 
soul.” DA 158.1

“The beasts and birds were all hurried beyond the sacred portals. A panic of fear swept over the multitude who felt the 
over-shadowing of Christ's divinity. Cries of terror escaped from hundreds of blanched lips as the crowd rushed headlong 
from the place. Jesus smote them not with the whip of cords, but, to their guilty eyes, that simple instrument seemed like 
gleaming, angry swords, circling in every direction, and threatening to cut them down. Even the disciples quaked with 
fear, and were awe-struck by the words and manner of Jesus, so unlike the usual demeanor of the meek and lowly man 
of Galilee. But they remembered that it was written of him, ‘The zeal of thine house hath eaten me up.’” 2SP 118.2

“The deep silence seemed unbearable. Christ spoke with a power that swayed the people like a mighty tempest: ‘It is 
written, My house shall be called the house of prayer; but ye have made it a den of thieves.’ His voice sounded like a 
trumpet through the temple. The displeasure of His countenance seemed like consuming fire. With authority He 
commanded, 'Take these things hence.’” John 2:16 DA 590.4

“‘Unto the angel of the church in Sardis write, These things saith He that hath the seven Spirits of God, and the seven 
stars: I know thy works that thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. Be watchful, and strengthen the things which 
remain, that are ready to die; for I have not found thy works perfect before God. Remember therefore how thou hast 
received, and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and thou 
shalt not know what hour I will come upon thee.’” [Verses 1-3.] 18LtMs, Lt 211, 1903, par. 12

“These words were spoken with such strength and force that those present seemed to be afraid and hid their faces in 
their hands, as if they were arraigned before the Judge of all the earth. Some seemed about to faint.” 18LtMs, Lt 211, 
1903, par. 13

“In these words Christ is speaking to every human being. Whether they know it or not, all are weary and heavy-laden. All 
are weighed down with burdens that only Christ can remove. The heaviest burden that we bear is the burden of sin. If we 
were left to bear this burden, it would crush us. But the Sinless One has taken our place. ‘The Lord hath laid on Him the 
iniquity of us all.’ Isaiah 53:6 He has borne the burden of our guilt. He will take the load from our weary shoulders. He will 
give us rest. The burden of care and sorrow also He will bear. He invites us to cast all our care upon Him; for He carries 
us upon His heart.” DA 328.5

“We should not try to lessen our guilt by excusing sin. We must accept God's estimate of sin, and that is heavy indeed. 
Calvary alone can reveal the terrible enormity of sin. If we had to bear our own guilt, it would crush us. But the sinless 
One has taken our place; though undeserving, He has borne our iniquity. ‘If we confess our sins,’ God ’is faithful and just 
to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.’” 1 John 1:9 MB 116.1

“The conflict was terrible. Its measure was the guilt of His nation, of His accusers and betrayer, the guilt of a world lying in 
wickedness. The sins of men weighed heavily upon Christ, and the sense of God's wrath against sin was crushing out His 
life.” DA 687.1

“The cross of Christ will be the science and the song of the redeemed through all eternity. In Christ glorified they will 
behold Christ crucified. Never will it be forgotten that He whose power created and upheld the unnumbered worlds 
through the vast realms of space, the Beloved of God, the Majesty of heaven, He whom cherub and shining seraph 
delighted to adore—humbled Himself to uplift fallen man; that He bore the guilt and shame of sin, and the hiding of His 
Father's face, till the woes of a lost world broke His heart and crushed out His life on Calvary's cross. That the Maker of 
all worlds, the Arbiter of all destinies, should lay aside His glory and humiliate Himself from love to man will ever excite 
the wonder and adoration of the universe. As the nations of the saved look upon their Redeemer and behold the eternal 
glory of the Father shining in His countenance; as they behold His throne, which is from everlasting to everlasting, and 
know that His kingdom is to have no end, they break forth in rapturous song: ‘Worthy, worthy is the Lamb that was slain, 
and hath redeemed us to God by His own most precious blood!’” GC 651.2
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“How dark seemed the malignity of sin! Terrible was the temptation to let the human race bear the consequences of its 
own guilt, while He stood innocent before God. If He could only know that His disciples understood and appreciated this, 
He would be strengthened.” DA 687 .3

Isaiah 53:4 Surely He hath borne our griefs, and carried our sorrows:... 5)But He was wounded for our 
transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities:… 6)… and the LORD hath laid on Him the iniquity of us 
all…. 8)… for He was cut off out of the land of the living: for the transgression of my people was He 
stricken…. 11) … for He shall bear their iniquities…. 12) … because He hath poured out His soul unto death: 
and He was numbered with the transgressors; and He bare the sin of many, and made intercession for the 
transgressors. 

“They will call on the rocks and mountains to fall on them and hide them from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne 
and from the wrath of the Lamb. ‘The wrath of the Lamb’—One who ever showed Himself full of tenderness, patience, 
and long-suffering, who, having given Himself up as the sacrificial offering, was led as a lamb to the slaughter, to save 
sinners from the doom now falling upon them because they would not allow Him to take away their guilt.” RH June 18, 
1901

"’The wages of sin is death; but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.’ Romans 6:23 While life is the 
inheritance of the righteous, death is the portion of the wicked. The penalty threatened is not merely temporal death, for 
all must suffer this. It is the second death, the opposite of everlasting life. God cannot save the sinner in his sins; but He 
declares that the wicked, having suffered the punishment of their guilt, shall be as though they had not been. Says an 
inspired writer, ‘Thou shalt diligently consider his place, and it shall not be.’ Psalm 37:10 In consequence of Adam's sin, 
death passed upon all mankind. All alike go down into the grave. But through the provisions of the plan of salvation, all 
are to be brought forth from their graves. Then those who have not secured the pardon of their sins must receive the 
penalty of transgression. They suffer punishment varying in duration and intensity according to their works, but finally 
ending in the second death. Covered with infamy, they sink into hopeless, eternal oblivion.” 4SP 364.2

“Upon Christ as our substitute and surety was laid the iniquity of us all. He was counted a transgressor, that He might 
redeem us from the condemnation of the law. The guilt of every descendant of Adam was pressing upon His heart. The 
wrath of God against sin, the terrible manifestation of His displeasure because of iniquity, filled the soul of His Son with 
consternation. All His life Christ had been publishing to a fallen world the good news of the Father’s mercy and pardoning 
love. Salvation for the chief of sinners was His theme. But now with the terrible weight of guilt He bears, He cannot see 
the Father’s reconciling face. The withdrawal of the divine countenance from the Saviour in this hour of supreme anguish 
pierced His heart with a sorrow that can never be fully understood by man. So great was this agony that His physical pain 
was hardly felt.

“Satan with his fierce temptations wrung the heart of Jesus. The Saviour could not see through the portals of the tomb. 
Hope did not present to Him His coming forth from the grave a conqueror, or tell Him of the Father’s acceptance of the 
sacrifice. He feared that sin was so offensive to God that their separation was to be eternal. Christ felt the anguish which 
the sinner will feel when mercy shall no longer plead for the guilty race. It was the sense of sin, bringing the Father’s 
wrath upon Him as man’s substitute, that made the cup He drank so bitter, and broke the heart of the Son of God.” DA 
752, 753

“The sinner's own thoughts are his accusers; and there can be no torture keener than the stings of a guilty conscience, 
which give him no rest day nor night.” DA 223.3

“It was the guilt of sin, bringing the Father's wrath upon Him as man's substitute, that broke the heart of the Son of God. 
Every pang that He endured upon the cross, the blood-drops that flowed from His head, His hands, and feet, the agony 
that racked His frame, and the unutterable anguish that filled His soul at the hiding of His Father's face, speak to man, 
saying, It is for love of thee that the Son of God consents to have these heinous crimes laid upon Him; for thee He spoils 
the domain of death, and opens the gates of Paradise and immortal life. He who stilled the angry waves by His word, and 
walked the foam-capped billows, who made devils tremble, and disease flee from His touch, who opened the eyes of the 
blind, and raised the dead to life,--offers Himself upon the cross as the all-sufficient sacrifice for man.” PrT, February 4, 
1886 par. 1

Hebrews 12:2 Looking unto Jesus the author and finisher of our faith; who for the joy that was set before 
Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Job 8:22 They that hate thee shall be clothed with shame; and the dwelling place of the wicked shall come to 
nought. 

Psalm 31:17 Let me not be ashamed, O LORD; for I have called upon thee: let the wicked be ashamed, and let 
them be silent in the grave. 
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Jude 13 Raging waves of the sea, foaming out their own shame; wandering stars, to whom is reserved the 
blackness of darkness for ever. 

Psalm 83:13 O my God, make them like a wheel; as the stubble before the wind. 14) As the fire burneth a wood, 
and as the flame setteth the mountains on fire; 15) So persecute them with thy tempest, and make them afraid 
with thy storm. 16) Fill their faces with shame; that they may seek thy name, O LORD. 17) Let them be 
confounded and troubled for ever; yea, let them be put to shame, and perish: 

The wicked are dead before burning in the literal fire.

Job 21:17 How oft is the candle of the wicked put out! and how oft cometh their destruction upon them! God 
distributeth sorrows in His anger. 18) They are as stubble before the wind, and as chaff that the storm 
carrieth away. 

Isaiah 33:11 Ye shall conceive chaff, ye shall bring forth stubble: your breath, as fire, shall devour you. 

Isaiah 40:24 Yea, they shall not be planted; yea, they shall not be sown: yea, their stock shall not take root 
in the earth: and he shall also blow upon them, and they shall wither, and the whirlwind shall take them away 
as stubble. 

Isaiah 5:24 Therefore as the fire devoureth the stubble, and the flame consumeth the chaff, so their root 
shall be as rottenness, and their blossom shall go up as dust: because they have cast away the law of the 
LORD of hosts, and despised the word of the Holy One of Israel. 

Isaiah 47:14 Behold, they shall be as stubble; the fire shall burn them; they shall not deliver themselves from 
the power of the flame: there shall not be a coal to warm at, nor fire to sit before it. 

Malachi 4:1 For, behold, the day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do 
wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall 
leave them neither root nor branch.   

Psalm 83:13 O my God, make them like a wheel; as the stubble before the wind. 14) As the fire burneth a wood, 
and as the flame setteth the mountains on fire; 15) So persecute them with thy tempest, and make them afraid 
with thy storm. 16) Fill their faces with shame; that they may seek thy name, O LORD. 17) Let them be 
confounded and troubled for ever; yea, let them be put to shame, and perish:

Nahum 1:10 For while they be folden together as thorns, and while they are drunken as drunkards, they shall 
be devoured as stubble fully dry. 

Matthew 3:12 Whose fan is in His hand, and He will throughly purge His floor, and gather His wheat into the 
garner; but He will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire. 

The wicked are then burned together with literal fire:

Isaiah 1:28 And the destruction of the transgressors and of the sinners shall be together, and they that 
forsake the LORD shall be consumed. 

Isaiah 1:31 And the strong shall be as tow, and the maker of it as a spark, and they shall both burn together, 
and none shall quench them. 

Isaiah 27:4 Fury is not in me: who would set the briers and thorns against me in battle? I would go through 
them, I would burn them together. 
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Isaiah 43:17 Which bringeth forth the chariot and horse, the army and the power; they shall lie down 
together, they shall not rise: they are extinct, they are quenched as tow. 

Isaiah 66:17 They that sanctify themselves, and purify themselves in the gardens behind one tree in the midst, 
eating swine’s flesh, and the abomination, and the mouse, shall be consumed together, saith the LORD. 

Job 17:16 They shall go down to the bars of the pit, when our rest together is in the dust. 

Job 34:15 All flesh shall perish together, and man shall turn again unto dust. 

Job 40:13 Hide them in the dust together; and bind their faces in secret. 

Psalm 37:38 But the transgressors shall be destroyed together: the end of the wicked shall be cut off. 

It will not be the wicked who live in eternal fire, but the righteous.

Isaiah 33:14 The sinners in Zion are afraid; fearfulness hath surprised the hypocrites. Who among us shall 
dwell with the devouring fire? who among us shall dwell with everlasting burnings? 15) He that walketh 
righteously, and speaketh uprightly; he that despiseth the gain of oppressions, that shaketh his hands from 
holding of bribes, that stoppeth his ears from hearing of blood, and shutteth his eyes from seeing evil; 
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Chapter 20 
Eternal Security for the Whole Universe 

John 12:32 And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all men unto me. 33) This He said, signifying what 
death He should die. 

1 Corinthians 4:9 For I think that God hath set forth us the apostles last, as it were appointed to death: for 
we are made a spectacle unto the world, and to angels, and to men.  

Colossians 3:19 For it pleased the Father that in Him should all fulness dwell; 20) And, having made peace 
through the blood of His cross, by Him to reconcile all things unto Himself; by Him, I say, whether they be 
things in earth, or things in heaven.  

1 Peter 1:10 Of which salvation the prophets have enquired and searched diligently, who prophesied of the 
grace that should come unto you: 11) Searching what, or what manner of time the Spirit of Christ which was in 
them did signify, when it testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ, and the glory that should follow. 12) 
Unto whom it was revealed, that not unto themselves, but unto us they did minister the things, which are now 
reported unto you by them that have preached the gospel unto you with the Holy Ghost sent down from 
heaven; which things the angels desire to look into. 

Ephesians 3:9 And to make all men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, which from the beginning of the 
world hath been hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ: 10) To the intent that now unto the 
principalities and powers in heavenly places might be known by the church the manifold wisdom of God,  

Isaiah 11:9 They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea. 

“In the councils of heaven it was decided that principles must be acted upon that would not at once destroy Satan's 
power; for it was God's purpose to place things upon an eternal basis of security. Time must be given for Satan to 
develop the principles which were the foundation of his government. The heavenly universe must see worked out the 
principles which Satan declared to be superior to God's principles. God's order must be contrasted with Satan's order. 
The corrupting principles of Satan's rule must be revealed. The principles of righteousness expressed in God's law must 
be demonstrated as unchangeable, perfect, eternal.” RH September 7, 1897

“Angelic perfection failed in heaven. Human perfection failed in Eden, the paradise of bliss. All who wish for security in 
earth or heaven must look to the Lamb of God. The plan of salvation, making manifest the justice and love of God, 
provides an eternal safeguard against defection in unfallen worlds, as well as among those who shall be redeemed by the 
blood of the Lamb.” 16 OHC 45.4

“It was God's purpose to place things on an eternal basis of security, and in the councils of heaven it was decided that 
time must be given for Satan to develop the principles which were the foundation of his system of government. He had 
claimed that these were superior to God's principles. Time was given for the working of Satan's principles, that they might 
be seen by the heavenly universe.” DA 759.2

“Satan saw that his disguise was torn away. His administration was laid open before the unfallen angels and before the 
heavenly universe. He had revealed himself as a murderer. By shedding the blood of the Son of God, he had uprooted 
himself from the sympathies of the heavenly beings. Henceforth his work was restricted. Whatever attitude he might 
assume, he could no longer await the angels as they came from the heavenly courts, and before them accuse Christ's 
brethren of being clothed with the garments of blackness and the defilement of sin. The last link of sympathy between 
Satan and the heavenly world was broken.

“Yet Satan was not then destroyed. The angels did not even then understand all that was involved in the great 
controversy. The principles at stake were to be more fully revealed. And for the sake of man, Satan's existence must be 
continued. Man as well as angels must see the contrast between the Prince of light and the prince of darkness. He must 
choose whom he will serve. DA 761.2, 3
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“At the beginning of the great controversy, the angels did not understand this. Had Satan and his host then been left to 
reap the full result of their sin, they would have perished; but it would not have been apparent to heavenly beings that this 
was the inevitable result of sin. A doubt of God's goodness would have remained in their minds as evil seed, to produce 
its deadly fruit of sin and woe. 

“But not so when the great controversy shall be ended. Then, the plan of redemption having been completed, the 
character of God is revealed to all created intelligences. The precepts of His law are seen to be perfect and immutable. 
Then sin has made manifest its nature, Satan his character. Then the extermination of sin will vindicate God's love and 
establish His honor before a universe of beings who delight to do His will, and in whose heart is His law.

“Well, then, might the angels rejoice as they looked upon the Saviour's cross; for though they did not then understand all, 
they knew that the destruction of sin and Satan was forever made certain, that the redemption of man was assured, and 
that the universe was made eternally secure. Christ Himself fully comprehended the results of the sacrifice made upon 
Calvary. To all these He looked forward when upon the cross He cried out, “It is finished.” DA 764.2-4

“Satan’s representations against the government of God, and his defense of those who sided with him, were a constant 
accusation against God. These murmurings and complaints were groundless. Yet God allowed Satan to work out his 
theories. He could have handled Satan and all his sympathizers as easily as one can pick up a pebble and cast it to the 
earth. But by this He would have given a precedent for the violence of human beings that is so abundantly shown in our 
world in the compelling principles. 

“The Lord’s principles are not of this order. All the compelling power is to be found under Satan’s government. God would 
not work in this line. He would not give the slightest encouragement for any human being to set himself up as God over 
another human being, and cause him mental or physical suffering. This principle is wholly of Satan’s creation…. 

“In the councils of heaven it was decided that principles must be acted upon that would not at once destroy Satan’s 
power, for it was His [God’s] purpose to place things upon an eternal basis of security…. God’s order must be contrasted 
with the new order after Satan’s devising. The corrupting principles of Satan’s rule must be revealed. The principles of 
righteousness expressed in God’s law must be demonstrated as unchangeable, eternal, perfect.”—Manuscript 57, 1896 
(Manuscript Releases, vol. 18, pp. 360, 361) CTr 13.4-6

“The heavenly intelligences are waiting with almost impatient earnestness to make Him known to the human agents, that 
they may be laborers together with these heavenly angels in presenting Jesus—the world's Redeemer, full of grace and 
truth…." ML 307.3

“As if entranced, the wicked have looked upon the coronation of the Son of God. They see in His hands the tables of the 
divine law, the statutes which they have despised and transgressed. They witness the outburst of wonder, rapture, and 
adoration from the saved; and as the wave of melody sweeps over the multitudes without the city, all with one voice 
exclaim, ‘Great and marvelous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints.’ 
(Revelation 15:3); and, falling prostrate, they worship the Prince of life….

“The time has now come when the rebellion is to be finally defeated and the history and character of Satan disclosed. In 
his last great effort to dethrone Christ, destroy His people, and take possession of the City of God, the arch deceiver has 
been fully unmasked. Those who have united with him see the total failure of his cause…. He is the object of universal 
abhorrence…. His accusations against the mercy and justice of God are now silenced. The reproach which he 
endeavored to cast upon Jehovah rests wholly upon himself. And now Satan falls down and confesses the justice of his 
sentence.

“Every question of truth and error in the long-standing controversy has now been made plain. The results of rebellion, the 
fruits of setting aside the divine statutes, have been laid open to the view of all created intelligences. The working out of 
Satan's rule in contrast with the government of God has been presented to the whole universe. Satan's own works have 
condemned him. God's wisdom, His justice, and His goodness stand fully vindicated. It is seen that all His dealings in the 
great controversy have been conducted with respect to the eternal good of His people and the good of all the worlds that 
He has created…. The History of sin will stand to all eternity as a witness that with the existence of God's law is bound up 
the happiness of all the beings He has created. With all the facts of the great controversy in view, the whole universe, 
both loyal and rebellious, with one accord declare: ‘Just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints.’” Mar 345-346 

Revelation 14:6 And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach 
unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people, 7) Saying with 
a loud voice, Fear God, and give glory to Him; for the hour of His judgment is come: and worship Him that 
made heaven, and earth, and the sea, and the fountains of waters. 

Revelation 15:3 And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, 
Great and marvellous are thy works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are thy ways, thou King of saints. 4) 
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Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and glorify thy name? for thou only art holy: for all nations shall come and 
worship before thee; for thy judgments are made manifest. 

Zechariah 4:6 Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is the word of the LORD unto 
Zerubbabel, saying, Not by might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the LORD of hosts. 

2 Corinthians 3:17 Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty. 

“God destroys no man. Everyone who is destroyed will have destroyed himself.” COL 84.4 
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Chapter 21  
A Study on The Second Death 

To know God is to love Him. The only way to know Him is to seek Him with your whole heart and soul. A mere surface reading and understanding of 
the scriptures will not reveal to us the deep things of God.

Isaiah 55:6 Seek ye the LORD while He may be found, call ye upon Him while He is near: 7) Let the wicked  forsake his way, 
and the unrighteous man his thoughts: and let him return unto the LORD, and He will have mercy upon him; and to our God, 
for He will abundantly pardon. 8) For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, saith the LORD. 
9) For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways, and my thoughts than your 
thoughts. 

“We should study the Scriptures more earnestly; for their treasures of wisdom and knowledge do not lie upon the surface 
for the superficial reader.” RH, Feb 4, 1890 par. 6 

It is a fact that God’s ways and thoughts are much higher than ours. It is also true that God would have us know Him because that is life eternal, and 
that is God’s desire that not one should perish but that all would have everlasting life. 
Here is another truth, Satan realizes that the way of salvation depends on our understanding God and our trusting Him, so his best efforts have been 
to cast darkness upon God’s character. 

“The earth was dark through misapprehension of God. That the gloomy shadows might be lightened, that the world might 
be brought back to God, Satan's deceptive power was to be broken. This could not be done by force. The exercise of force is 
contrary to the principles of God's government; He desires only the service of love; and love cannot be commanded; it 
cannot be won by force or authority. Only by love is love awakened. To know God is to love Him; His character must be 
manifested in contrast to the character of Satan. This work only one Being in all the universe could do. Only He who knew 
the height and depth of the love of God could make it known. Upon the world's dark night the Sun of Righteousness must 
rise, ‘with healing in His wings.’" Malachi 4:2. DA 22.1

Satan would also have us misunderstand the nature of sin and its results. As long as we are deceived about these two very important things—the 
character of God and the nature of sin—he remains alive. 

“The people of God should awaken to a keen perception of the grievous character of transgression. Sin is disguised, and 
many are deceived in regard to its nature. Satan has planned it thus, that the understanding may be clouded, the spiritual 
vision obscured, the perceptive faculties of the soul blunted. But God would not have one of us to be ensnared, therefore the 
nature of sin is faithfully portrayed in the inspired pages,--its offensive character before God, its corruption, its shame, and 
its results. Everything has been done that God could do to save man from the power of sin, which defaces the divine image, 
frustrates  God's  purpose  in  man's  existence,  degrades  his  God-given  powers,  narrows  his  capacity,  leads  to  unholy 
imaginations, and gives loose rein to unsanctified passions. Sin! how hateful in the sight of God! Holy angels look upon it 
with abhorrence.” RH, June 3, 1880 par. 9

As we look at God’s wrath, we must understand that God’s ways are nothing like Satan’s ways. Satan was a liar and a murderer from the beginning. 
The great controversy is between Christ and antichrist. It reveals how God rules His universe—by selfless love and liberty, and how Satan rules—
self-exaltation and force. In order to win this controversy, God must prove that His ways are superior and that the principles of love and liberty alone 
will secure the universe. 

“Satan’s representations against the government of God, and his defense of those who sided with him, were a constant 
accusation  against  God.  These  murmurings  and complaints  were  groundless.  Yet  God allowed Satan  to  work  out  his 
theories. He could have handled Satan and all his sympathizers as easily as one can pick up a pebble and cast it to the earth. 
But by this He would have given a precedent for the violence of human beings that is so abundantly shown in our world in 
the compelling principles. 

“The Lord’s principles are not of this order. All the compelling power is to be found under Satan’s government. God would 
not work in this line. He would not give the slightest encouragement for any human being to set himself up as God over 
another human being, and cause him mental or physical suffering. This principle is wholly of Satan’s creation. . . . 

“In the councils of heaven it was decided that principles must be acted upon that would not at once destroy Satan’s power, 
for it was His [God’s] purpose to place things upon an eternal basis of security. . . . God’s order must be contrasted with the 
new order after Satan’s devising. The corrupting principles of Satan’s rule must be revealed. The principles of righteousness 
expressed  in  God’s  law  must  be  demonstrated  as  unchangeable,  eternal,  perfect.”—Manuscript  57,  1896  (Manuscript 
Releases, vol. 18, pp. 360, 361). CTr 13.4-6

We are told that in the latter days we shall understand the “wrath,” of God perfectly.
Jeremiah 23:19 Behold, a whirlwind of the LORD is gone forth in fury, even a grievous whirlwind: it shall fall grievously upon 
the head of the wicked. 20) The anger of the LORD shall not return, until He have executed, and till He have performed the 
thoughts of His heart: in the latter days ye shall consider it perfectly. 
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God would not have us err in understanding where temptation, sin and death come from, and that man’s wrath is not the same as God’s.
James 1:13Let no man say when he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted with evil, neither tempteth 
He any man: 14) But every man is tempted, when he is drawn away of his own lust, and enticed. 15) Then when lust hath 
conceived, it bringeth forth sin: and sin, when it is finished, bringeth forth death. 16) Do not err, my beloved brethren. 17) 
Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights, with whom is no 
variableness, neither shadow of turning. 18) Of His own will begat He us with the word of truth, that we should be a kind of 
firstfruits of His creatures. 19) Wherefore, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath: 
20) For the wrath of man worketh not the righteousness of God. 

“It was generally believed by the Jews that sin is punished in this life. Every affliction was regarded as the penalty of some 
wrongdoing, either of the sufferer himself or of his parents. It is true that all suffering results from the transgression of God's 
law, but this truth had become perverted. Satan, the author of sin and all its results, had led men to look upon disease and 
death as proceeding from God,--as punishment arbitrarily inflicted on account of sin. Hence one upon whom some great 
affliction or calamity had fallen had the additional burden of being regarded as a great sinner.” DA 471.1

“Their sufferings are often represented as a punishment visited upon them by the direct decree of God. It is thus that the 
great deceiver seeks to conceal his own work. By stubborn rejection of divine love and mercy, the Jews had caused the 
protection of God to be withdrawn from them, and Satan was permitted to rule them according to his will. The horrible 
cruelties enacted in the destruction of Jerusalem are a demonstration of Satan's vindictive power over those who yield to his 
control.” GC 35

The sinner who refuses salvation will experience the “wrath” of God, the very same wrath that Christ suffered—since He took our place.

“Those who reject the mercy so freely proffered, will yet be made to know the worth of that which they have despised. They 
will feel the agony which Christ endured upon the cross to purchase redemption for all who would receive it. And they will 
then realize what they have lost—eternal life and the immortal inheritance.” {6BC 1069.6} RH Sept. 4, 1883

“We should not try to lessen our guilt by excusing sin. We must accept God’s estimate of sin, and that is heavy indeed. 
Calvary alone can reveal the terrible enormity of sin. If we had to bear our own guilt, it would crush us. But the sinless One 
has taken our place; though undeserving, He has borne our iniquity.” MB 116

“They will call on the rocks and mountains to fall on them and hide them from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne and 
from the wrath of the Lamb. ‘The wrath of the Lamb’—One who ever showed Himself full of tenderness, patience, and long-
suffering, who, having given Himself up as the sacrificial offering, was led as a lamb to the slaughter, to save sinners from 
the doom now falling upon them because they would not allow Him to take away their guilt.” {6BC 1070.3} RH June 18, 1901

“Jacob had been guilty of a great sin in his conduct toward Esau; but he had repented. His transgression had been forgiven, 
and his sin purged; therefore he could endure the revelation of God’s presence. But wherever men came before God while 
willfully cherishing evil, they were destroyed. At the second advent of Christ the wicked shall be consumed ‘with the Spirit 
of His mouth,’ and destroyed ‘with the brightness of His coming.’ 2 Thess. 2:8. The light of the glory of God, which imparts 
life to the righteous, will slay the wicked.” DA 107.4

To understand the Father we look to Jesus who came to glorify Him. To understand the “wrath” of God we look to the cross for Christ is the only one 
who has suffered the wrath of God or the second death. The cross reveals the truth about the character of God as well as the nature of sin and its 
consequences. 

“The sacrifice of Christ as an atonement for sin is the great truth around which all other truths cluster. In order to be rightly 
understood and appreciated, every truth in the word of God, from Genesis to Revelation, must be studied in the light that 
streams from the cross of Calvary.” GW 315.2

“The mystery of the cross explains all other mysteries. In the light that streams from Calvary, the attributes of God which 
had filled us with fear and awe appear beautiful and attractive. Mercy, tenderness, and parental love are seen to blend with 
holiness, justice, and power...” 4SP 469

“If those who today are teaching the word of God, would uplift the cross of Christ higher and still higher, their ministry 
would be far more successful. If sinners can be led to give one earnest look at the cross, if they can obtain a full view of the 
crucified Saviour, they will realize the depth of God's compassion and the sinfulness of sin...” AA 209

“The death of Christ was to be the convincing, everlasting argument that the law of God is as unchangeable as His throne. 
The agonies of the Garden of Gethsemane, the insult, the mockery, and abuse heaped upon God's dear Son, the horrors and 
ignominy of the crucifixion, furnish sufficient and thrilling demonstration that God's justice, when it punishes, does the 
work thoroughly. The fact that His own Son, the Surety for man, was not spared, is an argument that will stand to all 
eternity before saint and sinner, before the universe of God, to testify that He will not excuse the transgressor of His law. 
Every offense against God's law, however minute, is set down in the reckoning, and when the sword of justice is taken in 
hand, it will do the work for impenitent transgressors that was done to the divine Sufferer. Justice will strike; for God's 
hatred of sin is intense and overwhelming.” MS 58, 1897
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What was it that killed our Saviour? What was the “wrath” that He suffered?

“Upon Christ as our substitute and surety was laid the iniquity of us all. He was counted a transgressor, that He might 
redeem us from the condemnation of the law. The guilt of every descendant of Adam was pressing upon His heart. The 
wrath of God against sin, the terrible manifestation of His displeasure because of iniquity, filled the soul of His Son with 
consternation. All His life Christ had been publishing to a fallen world the good news of the Father’s mercy and pardoning 
love. Salvation for the chief of sinners was His theme. But now with the terrible weight of guilt He bears, He cannot see the 
Father’s reconciling face. The withdrawal of the divine countenance from the Saviour in this hour of supreme anguish 
pierced His heart with a sorrow that can never be fully understood by man. So great was this agony that His physical pain 
was hardly felt.

“Satan with his fierce temptations wrung the heart of Jesus. The Saviour could not see through the portals of the tomb. Hope 
did not present to Him His coming forth from the grave a conqueror, or tell Him of the Father’s acceptance of the sacrifice. 
He feared that sin was so offensive to God that their separation was to be eternal. Christ felt the anguish which the sinner 
will feel when mercy shall no longer plead for the guilty race. It was the sense of sin, bringing the Father’s wrath upon Him 
as man’s substitute, that made the cup He drank so bitter, and broke the heart of the Son of God.” DA 753.1

Isaiah 53:4b ... yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 

What is the “fire” that devours the wicked?
Jeremiah 5:14 Wherefore thus saith the LORD God of hosts, Because ye speak this word, behold, I will make my words in 
thy mouth fire, and this people wood, and it shall devour them. 

Ezekiel 28:18 Thou hast defiled thy sanctuaries by the multitude of thine iniquities, by the iniquity of thy traffick; therefore 
will I bring forth a fire from the midst of thee, it shall devour thee, and I will bring thee to ashes upon the earth in the sight of 
all them that behold thee. 

“Christ was ‘despised and rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief.’ By wicked hands He was taken 
and crucified. Speaking of His death, the psalmist writes: ‘The sorrows of death compassed me, and the floods of ungodly 
men made me afraid. The sorrows of hell compassed me about: the snares of death prevented me. In my distress I called 
upon the Lord, and cried unto my God: He heard my voice out of His temple, and my cry came before Him, even into His 
ears. Then the earth shook and trembled: the foundations also of the hills moved and were shaken, because He was wroth. 
There went up a smoke out of His nostrils, and fire out of His mouth devoured: coals were kindled by it. He bowed the 
heavens also, and came down: and darkness was under His feet. And He rode upon a cherub, and did fly: yea, He did fly 
upon the wings of the wind. He made darkness His secret place; His pavilion round about Him were dark waters and thick 
clouds of the skies.’" RH, July 17, 1900 par. 11

The wrath of God is the guilt that the sinner will feel when his life’s record will be laid open to him.

“The guilt  is  upon the soul  that  sinneth.  He is  accountable  for  all  the evil  arising through his  influence,  conscious or 
unconscious, that works disaster in the world. By his unfaithfulness he prepares himself for the second death. Unless he 
repents, confesses his wrongs, and becomes qualified through the grace of Christ for service in his cause, he is a lost man. It 
is not safe to take a single false step.” YI, Dec 21, 1893 par. 1

“As  the  Holy  One  upon the  throne  slowly  turned  the  leaves  of  the  ledger,  and  His  eyes  rested  for  a  moment  upon 
individuals, His glance seemed to burn into their very souls, and at the same moment every word and action of their lives 
passed before their minds as clearly as though traced before their vision in letters of fire. Trembling seized them, and their 
faces turned pale. Their first appearance when around the throne was that of careless indifference. But how changed their 
appearance now! The feeling of security is gone, and in its place is a nameless terror. A dread is upon every soul, lest he shall 
be found among those who are wanting. Every eye is riveted upon the face of the One upon the throne; and as His solemn, 
searching eye sweeps over that company, there is a quaking of heart; for they are self-condemned without one word being 
uttered. In anguish of soul each declares his own guilt and with terrible vividness sees that by sinning he has thrown away 
the precious boon of eternal life.” 4T 385.2

“As soon as the books of record are opened, and the eye of Jesus looks upon the wicked, they are conscious of every sin 
which they have ever committed. They see just where their feet diverged from the path of purity and holiness, just how far 
pride and rebellion have carried them in the violation of the law of God.” GC 666.2

“We read of chains of darkness for the transgressor of God's law. We read of the worm that dieth not, and of the fire that is 
not quenched. Thus is represented the experience of every one who has permitted himself to be grafted into the stock of 
Satan, who has cherished sinful attributes. When it is too late, he will see that sin is the transgression of God's law. He will 
realize that  because of  transgression,  his  soul  is  cut  off  from God,  and that  God's  wrath abides on him. This  is  a  fire 
unquenchable, and by it every unrepentant sinner will be destroyed.” ST 4-14-1898

“Then the end will come. God will vindicate His law and deliver His people. Satan and all who have joined him in rebellion 
will be cut off. Sin and sinners will perish, root and branch, (Mal. 4:1),--Satan the root, and his followers the branches....

“This is not an act of arbitrary power on the part of God. The rejecters of His mercy reap that which they have sown. God is 
the fountain of life; and when one chooses the service of sin, he separates from God, and thus cuts himself off from life. He is 
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‘alienated from the life of God.’ Christ says, ‘All they that hate me love death.’ Ephesians 4:18; Prov. 8:36. God gives them 
existence for a time that they may develop their character and reveal their principles. This accomplished, they receive the 
results of their own choice. By a life of rebellion, Satan and all who unite with him place themselves so out of harmony with 
God that His very presence is to them a consuming fire. The glory of Him who is love will destroy them. 

“At the beginning of the great controversy, the angels did not understand this. Had Satan and his host then been left to reap 
the full result of their sin, they would have perished; but it would not have been apparent to heavenly beings that this was 
the inevitable result of sin. A doubt of God’s goodness would have remained in their minds as evil seed, to produce its 
deadly fruit of sin and woe.” DA 763.3

“Riches, power, genius, eloquence, pride, perverted reason, and passion are enlisted as Satan’s agents in doing his work in 
making the broad road attractive, strewing it with tempting flowers. But every word they have spoken against the world’s 
Redeemer will be reflected back upon them, and will one day burn into their guilty souls like molten lead. They will be 
overwhelmed with terror and shame as they behold the exalted One coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great 
glory. Then shall the bold defier, who lifted himself up against the Son of God, see himself in the true blackness of his 
character. The sight of the inexpressible glory of the Son of God will be intensely painful to those whose characters are 
stained with sin. The pure light and glory emanating from Christ will awaken remorse, shame, and terror. They will send 
forth wails of anguish to the rocks and mountains, ‘Fall on us, and hide us from the face of Him that sitteth on the throne, 
and from the wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of His wrath is come; and who shall be able to stand?’” Con 87.1

God’s “strange act” will not be inconsistent with who He is for He is the same yesterday, today, and forever.

“God has given to men a declaration of His character, and of His method of dealing with sin. . . . ‘All the wicked will He 
destroy.’ Psalm 145:20. . . . Yet all the manifestations of retributive justice will be perfectly consistent with the character of 
God as a merciful, long-suffering, benevolent being. . .

“And all who have a just conception of these qualities will love Him because they are drawn toward Him in admiration of 
His attributes.” FLB 178.5-6

“We cannot know how much we owe to Christ for the peace and protection which we enjoy. It is the restraining power of 
God that prevents mankind from passing fully under the control of Satan. The disobedient and unthankful have great reason 
for gratitude for God's mercy and long-suffering in holding in check the cruel, malignant power of the evil one. But when 
men pass the limits of divine forbearance, that restraint is removed. God does not stand toward the sinner as an executioner 
of the sentence against transgression; but He leaves the rejectors of His mercy to themselves, to reap that which they have 
sown.” GC 36
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