Christ, The Express Image qf God
‘J—(eﬁrews, a Book of Better T ﬁings

Introduction:

What we will discover in this study is that Christ, the Son of God, is the exact character of His Father. We will

learn why the Father sent Him into the world, what Christ's mission was, and how it affects us eternally.

Christ is the "express image" of God:
Hebrews 1:1 God, who at surlclrg times and in divers manners sPake in time Past unto the
fathers by the Prophets, 2) Hath in these last clags sPoken unto us by His Son, whom He
hath aPPoin’ced heir of all things bg whom also He made the worlds; 3) Who being the
brlghtness of His g;loru, and the express image of His person, and upholcﬂmg all thmgs by
the word of His power, when He had bg Himself Purged our sins, sat down on the rlght hand

of the Mayastg on Hg]’],

Image: G. 5481. charakter, khar-ak-tare”; from the same as 5482; a graver (the tool or the
person), i.e. (by implication) engraving (“character”), the figure stamped, i.e. an exact copy
or (figuratively) representation): — express image.

God sent His Son into the world:

We can be assured of the love of God and His Son when we contemplate their condescension and sacrifice

for us.
John %16 For God so loved the worIcl, that He gave His onlg begotten Son, that whosoever
believeth in Him should not Perish, but have everlas’cing life. 17) For God sent not His Son
into the world to condemn the world; but that the world ’c]ﬂroug"l Him mig]’lt be saved.

Christ also "so loved the world:"
Hebrews 10:5 Wherefore when He cometh into the world, He saith, Sacrifice and ogering

thou wouldest not, but a bodg hast thou Preparccl me:

Hebrews 10:7 Then said 1, Lo, | come (in the volume of the book it is written of me,) to do
thy will, O God.

What was the Father's will?

In order to refute the accusations of Satan against God's character, God sent His Son to reveal to all creatures
His true character which had been maligned by Satan. In the verse below we read that Christ declared that He
had finished the work the Father had given Him to do even before He went to the cross. That work was to
glorify [reveal] the Father's character. The knowledge of His character would give eternal life to all who would
believe in them. The knowledge of God's character is life eternal. Why? Because the power of love compels
us to expel the love of power that causes us to sin.

John 17:1 These words spake Jesus, and lifted up His eyes to Heaven, and saicl, Fatl—ler, the
hour is come; glorhcy thg Son, that thg Son also may glorhcg thee: 2) As thou hast given Him
ower over all ﬂesh, that He should give eternal life to as many as thou hast given Him. 3)

And this is life etemal) that theg might know thee the onlg true God, and Jesus Christ,
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whom thou hast sent. 4) | have gloriﬁecl thee on the earth: I have finished the work which

thou gaves’c me to do.

Romans 2:4 Or dCSPiSCSt tl"IOU tl"lC riches O]C His gOOCIﬂCSS and Forbearance and

Iongsuﬁcering; not lmowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee to repentance?

Deuteronomg 5:10 And slﬂewing mercy unto thousands of them that love me and keeP my

commandments.

John 14:2% Jesus answered and said unto him, if a man love me, he will keeP my words: and

my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.

God's children are destroyed for lack of knowledge:

It is the lack of knowledge regarding the truth of the mercy of God that causes God's children to reject Him
and become lost. Christ must come to reveal God's true character of love. He alone has seen and known
God, and only He can rightly represent Him.

Hosea 4:6 Mg Peopie are destroged for lack of knowleclge: because thou hast rejected
Icnowledge, I will also reject ’cheeJ that thou shalt be no Priest to me: seeing thou hast
Forgo’cten the law of thg God, 1 will also Forget thg children.

Hosea 4:1 Hear the word of the LORD, ye children of Israel: for the LORD hath a
controversy with the inhabitants of the land, because there is no truth, nor mercy, nor

knowledge of God in the land.

Satan, the god of this world hath blinded minds:

It was Satan who first deceived the minds of Adam and Eve regarding the character of the Father. However,
we must conclude that the nature of sin itself is deceptive for we read that after Adam and Eve sinned, they
hid themselves from God because they were afraid of Him. God did not change His mind toward them, but the
very nature of sin brought to Adam and Eve guilt, shame and fear.

2Corinthians 4 3 But if our gospel be hi cl it is hid to them that are lost: 4) In whom the zo&
of this world hath blinded the mmds of them which believe not, lest the llght of the glorlous
gospel of Chrls’c, who is the i Image of Gocl) should shine unto them.

God found a way to correct this misconception of His character by sending His Son to reveal God's true
character in the life, death, and resurrection that we might have life eternal.

2Corinthians 4:5 For we Preacl‘l not ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lorcl; and ourselves
your servants for Jesus’ sake. 6) For God) who commanded the liglﬁt to shine out of
darkness, hath shined in our hearts, to gjve the light of the knowiedge of the glorg of God
in the face of Jesus Christ. 7) But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the

CXCC”CI’]Cg OF the POWCT mag be OF Gocl, ancl not OF us.

Christ reveals the truth regarding the Father's character:

Below are a few Scriptures spoken by Christ Himself correcting the misconception that the Father's character
was different from His. When asked regarding the Father, Jesus said:

John 147 if ye had known me, ye should have known my Father also: and from henceforth

ye know Him, and have seen Him.
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John 14:9 Jesus saith unto him, Have | been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not
known me, Philip’? he that hath seen me hath seen the Fathcr; and how sayest thou thcn,

Shew us the Father?

John 10:30 | and my Father are one.

We were created for God's glory:

Not only were we created for God's pleasure, but we were created for His glory that we too might reveal the
true character of God.

Revelation 411 Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive glorg and honour and power: for thou
hast created all things, and for thy Pleasurc theg are and were created.

Isaiah 43.7 Even every one that is called }35 my name: for 1 have created him for my glorg, J

have formed ]'ﬁm; yea, | have made him.

When Christ came revealing the love of God for His enemies, they crucified Him. They preferred and chose
Barabbas who had murdered their enemies and Christ was crucified. But God had another plan to reveal His
love and desire to save all who believed and desired to be saved, and that is through the witness of His

church.
Isaiah 43:10 Ye are my witnesses, saith the LORD, and my servant whom I have chosen: that
ye may know and believe me, and understand that | am He: before me there was no God

Formed, neither shall there be after me. 1) |, even |, am the LORD; and beside me there is no
saviour.

Christ prayed that we would be one with them, in spirit and in truth. God would have all to know and believe
that the Father had sent His Son to save, not condemn the world.

John 17:20 Neither pray | for these alone, but for them also which shall believe on me
through their word; 21) That they all may be one; as thou) l:ather, art in me, and | in thee,
that they also may bc one in us: that tlﬂe world may bclicve tl’xat thou hast sent me. 22) And
the glorg which thou gavest me | have given them; that thcg may be one, even as we are one:
23) 1 in them, and thou in me, that ’cheg may be made Pem[ect in one; and that the world may

know that thou hast sent me, and hast loved thcm, as thou hast loved me.

By beholding the true character of God, we are changed into the same image, from glory to glory, and from
faith to faith.

2Corinthians 3:18 But we a”, with open face beholding asina glass the g’org of the Lord,
are changccl into the same image from g’org to glory, even as by the SPiri’c of the Lord.

Romans 1:17 For therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith: as it is

written, Thejust shall live bg faith.

The gospel mystery planned by God and His Son from eternity past, and hidden by the god of this world, is
the eternal purpose of God which is, "Christ in you, the hope of glory." The eternal purpose and promise of
God is a new character reflecting Christ's and His Father's.

Colossians 1:25 Whereof | am made a minister, according to the dispcnsation of God whichis
given to me for you, to fulfil the word of God; 26) Even the mystery which hath been hid
from ages and from generations, but now is made manifest to His saints: 27) To whom God
would make known what is the riches of the glorg of this mystery among the Gentiles; which
is Christ in you, the ho[:)e ogglorgz
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Once this truth is manifested "to His saints," they are commissioned to preach the everlasting gospel, a world
wide message, calling all to "Fear God, and give glory to Him."

Revelation 14:6 And | saw another angel [mcssenger] ﬂg in the midst of heaven, "laving the
everlasting gospel to Prcacl'l unto them that dwell on the eartl'l, and to every nation, and
kindred, and tongue, and People) 7) Saying with a loud voice, Fear God, and gjve glorg to
Him; for the hour of Hisjuclgment is come: and worship Him that made heaven, and earth,

and the sea, and the fountains of waters.

Revelation 18:1 And after these ’c]ﬂings | saw another angel [mcssenger] come down from

heaven, l-naving great power; and the earth was Iightcned with His glorg.

Christ is calling us to finish the work He has given us to do.
Isaiah 60:1 Arise, shine; for thg light is come, and the glorg of the LORD is risen upon thee.
2) For, beholcl, the darkness shall cover the ear’c]ﬁ, and gross darkness the People: but the
LORD shall arise upon ’chee, and His glorg shall be seen upon thee. ) And the Gentiles
shall come to tlﬁg ligl'lt, and kings to the brightncss of thy rising,
When this work is finished by His saints, the whole earth will have revealed to them the true character of God
through the witness of His saints, giving them an opportunity to be saved.
Habakkuk 2:14 For the earth shall be filled with the knowleclge of the glorg of the LORD, as

the waters cover the sea.

Isaiah 6:3 And one cried unto another, and said, Holg, holgj holy, is the LORD of hosts: the
whole earth is full of His glory.

John 17:% And this is life eternal, that theg might know thee the onlg true God, and Jesus
C]’lrist, whom thou hast sent.
It will be only then that Christ can finally come and claim His bride and take them to His Father's house for the
marriage supper.
Matthew 2414 And this gosl:)el of the kingdom shall be Prcached in all the world for a

witness unto all nations; and then shall the end come.

John 141 Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me. 2) In my
Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, | would have told you. I go to prepare a
Place for you. 3) And if | g0 and prepare a Place for you, | will come again, and receive you

unto mysclmc; that where | am, there ye may be also.

Revelation 19:7 Let us be glacﬂ and rejoice, and give honour to Him: for the marriage of the
Lamb is come, and His wife hath made herself reaclg. 8) And to her was gran’cecl that she
should be arragecl in fine lincn, clean and white: for the fine linen is the righ’ceousness of
saints. 9) And he saith unto me, Write, Blessed are ’cheg which are called unto the marriage
supper of the Lamb. And he saith unto me, These are the true sayings of God.
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